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Man held for giving
out poison capsules
at Muharram rally
A . police v

MUMBAI

The Mumbai Police have
arrested a 39-year-old man
for allegedly distributing
capsules containing the ro-
dent poison zinc phos-
phide to participants in a
Muharram procession.
The suspect has been
identified as Faiyaz Nisar
Premiji, a resident of Pune.
The police have seized
14,900 capsules and 50 kg
of the chemical compound
from his possession.
According to the police,
the arrest was made on Fri-
day night during the Ashu-
ra procession in the Bycul-
la area. Officers allegedly
spotted Mr. Premji distri-
buting capsules to mem-
bers of the crowd. When
questioned, he claimed
that the capsules were
painkillers. However, as he
could not produce any
authorisation for their dis-

seized 14,900
capsules and 50 kg

of the chemical
compound

tribution and reports later
emerged of people expe-
riencing nausea and vomit-
ing after consuming them,
he was detained.

“During  questioning,
the accused confessed that
he aimed to target specific
people and cause them
harm. The accused had or-
dered 30,000 empty cap-
sules online. He also or-
dered 50 kg of zinc
phosphide. He prepared
the capsules by filling each
one with one gram of zinc
phosphide,” Jayant Meena,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Zone 3, said.

The officer said Mr.
Premji had visited Iran and
Iraq in 2025.

30J6. Man held for giving out poison capsules
at Muharram rally

HELHA JoLH H Ao Foger dical & JRT F wF
afFd fRFam|

e Mumbai Police arrest man for allegedly
distributing poison-filled capsules during Muharram
procession

Ha$ 9T 3 FEXH oy F SR AT T § FegaFd FoqeT
ala 3 F 3IRT 7 e AfFa & PARwar fFami

e The Mumbai Police have arrested a 39-year-old
man for allegedly distributing capsules containing the rodent
poison zinc phosphide to participants in a Muharram
procession.

Ha$ gfera 1 39 affar ven cafera 1 FelH ety 7 QiAo
FI Ig AR a1t 1A i Biewmss @ o Fogel FRT T4
FaRa &t & 3R # TREAR fRar gl

30J6. India wins

India wins maiden gold at the

maiden gold at the

World Rowing Cup in Switzerland

World Rowing Cup in
Switzerland

fRacads # s
g W FT A T F
gl TJ0T geh Siidr

HIPERD

LUZER!

India scripted history at the World Rowing Cup Il in
Lucerne, with Army-men Lakshay and Ujiwal Kumar Singh
clinching the country’s maiden-ever gold medal.

AR o J¥e 3 AT fara Vg7 F9-111 F sfovgra v fe,
STel WAt & T AR Iooad FAR g o1 o7 o fow ggar waot
g Siid ferar|

WORLD ROWING

| N

India scripted history at the World Rowing Cup Il in Lucerne, with
Army-men Lakshay and Ujiwal Kumar Singh clinching the country’s
maiden-ever gold medal. The duo won the Lightweight men’s
double sculls final, crossing the finish line in 6:26.09 ahead of Hong
Kong (6:27.14) and the Netherlands (6:27.36) on Saturday.

The duo won the Lightweight men’s double sculls final, crossing the finish line in 6:26.09

ahead of Hong Kong (6:27.14) and the Netherlands (6:27.36) on Saturday.
o ST G ATHEAT TOF Sael Thed PIgelel H 6:26.09 % HHAY o FI TAer aliget IR i gV
BT (6:27.14) 3R AeTels (6:27.36) 1 NS DIgHT ATAGR 1 [T wIe |
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Amend anti-sacrilege law: Akal Takht to Punjab govt
3T TEd A GITT AR A - 3TATAT AN Fefet 7 FAivereT HiY 7y vl
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Amend anti-sacrilege law:
Akal Takht to Punjab govt.

The highest Sikh temporal authority says the amendment was passed without consultations; it

gives Punjab government a month to re-amend the legislation and remove objectionable clauses

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

kal Takht, the high-
Aest Sikh temporal

authority, has
asked the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty government in Punjab to
re-amend the recently
passed anti-sacrilege
amendment law in accor-
dance with Sikh senti-
ments. The government
has been given a month to
comply.

At a meeting with invit-
ed Sikh Ministers of the
State Cabinet and Sikh
MLAs in Amritsar on Mon-
day, the Akal Takht assert-
ed that the Jaagat Jot Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
(Amendment) Act, 2026
“was passed by the govern-
ment without the opinion
and consent of the Akal
Takht Sahib, Shiromani
Gurdwara  Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) and Gu-
ru Khalsa Panth”.

The legislation, passed
in the Assembly unani-
mously on April 13, was

VN2 9IRS NG T TRY UE §@ Es ¥

,
1
(s

= ﬁﬂffﬂu

)

AAP MLAs during proceedlngs at the Secretariat of Sri Akal Takht

Sahib in Amritsar on Monday. PTI

aimed at giving harsher
punishment for acts of sa-
crilege  against  Guru
Granth Sahib, the holy
scripture of Sikhism. Ho-
wever, Sikh clergy objected
to certain clauses of the
law. Hence, the Akal Takht
called for the meeting.
After the discussions on
Monday, Jathedar Giani
Kuldip Singh Gargajj, who
heads the Akal Takht, said
the State government
should re-amend the legis-
lation in accordance with

Sikh sentiments and elimi-
nate the objectionable
clauses within a month.
Mr. Gargajj said that all
Ministers and MLAs pre-
sent at the meeting agreed
to make further amend-
ments to the law in line
with Sikh sentiments. He
also said that most of the
MLAs admitted that they
had not read the draft of
the amendment before
passing it, which showed
that the law had been
passed by the government

in a hurry. He said that 87
MLAs, including Ministers,
were present at the
meeting.

The amendment law
was passed to amend the
Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Satkar Act, enacted
by the Shiromani Akali Dal-
Bharatiya Janata Party go-
vernment in 2008.

Talking to presspersons,
Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema said,
“The Jathedar has pro-
posed certain amend-
ments, which will be for-
warded through the
Punjab Assembly Speaker.
Upon receipt, a decision
will be taken within a

month after due
deliberation.”
The Leader of the Oppo-

sition, Partap Singh Bajwa
of the Congress, said the
manner in which Chief Mi-
nister Bhagwant Mann and
AAP national convener Ar-
vind Kejriwal handled the
legislation reflected their
disregard for Sikh princi-
ples and institutions.

30J6. Amend anti-sacrilege law: Akal Takht to Punjab govt
T TEd A GATT AR A - IGATAAT fANet Fefer 3 Fiverey HY A7y Y|

e At ameeting with invited Sikh Ministers of the State Cabinet and Sikh MLAs in Amritsar on
Monday, the Akal Takht asserted that the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
(Amendment) Act, 2026 “was passed by the government without the opinion and consent of
the Akal Takht Sahib, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) and Guru
Khalsa Panth”.

TIHIR I IFAE A T ARAS & e 7t gur e Rt & @ smaifad Sos J
3THTel & = gl Toh ST St At T TY A TehR (W) srfafags, 2026 1 srwrer

a&a aifee, R eeany wees wfffa (SGPC) dur a7% @rerar gy i 1 3R wgAfd &
T TR @Rt okt femam ara|

e The amendment law was passed to amend the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
Act, enacted by the Shiromani Akali Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party government in 2008.

g HAT Fefet 2008 7 AT 3reFTelt T RAT STt 91t TIHR ST FATT 7T ST
ST Y 7% T Wi TR HTATATT T Mo el o 362 F TR foham aram 2|
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Maintenance not must when wife earns more: High Court
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Maintenance not must when
wife earns more: High Court

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Trial  courts
straightaway award main-
tenance to a wife because
she files a petition against
her husband under various
laws, especially when she
earns more than her hus-
band, observed the High
Court of Karnataka.

“Only because a wife
files a petition invoking the
Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act or
the Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act or the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure..., the courts cannot
straightaway pass an order
awarding some amount to-
wards maintenance paya-
ble by the husband,” said
Justice Chillakur Suma-
latha while setting aside an

cannot

Maintenance need
not be granted on
the ground women
must be maintained

by men, says court

award passed by a trial
court.

Income, other factors

The High Court said that
“when the wife is financial-
ly sound and in a case
where her income is more
than that of the husband
and where no other liabili-
ties are found on part of
the wife, like looking after
the children, courts should
not be inclined to pass an
order granting mainte-
nance on the ground that
women are required to be
maintained by men or wife

is required to be main-
tained by her husband”.

It should be borne in
mind that only when it is
shown the wife has no fi-
nancial sources to main-
tain herself according to
the standards of her hus-
band, then courts are re-
quired to award mainte-
nance either interim or
final, the High Court
clarified.

It made these observa-
tions while allowing a plea
filed by a man who had
challenged an award
passed by a magistrate
court in Mysuru under the
provisions of the Domestic
Violence Act, directing him
to pay 320,000 per month
as interim maintenance to
his wife, who had sought
an interim maintenance of
113 lakh per month.

30J6. Maintenance not must
when wife earns more: High
Court

I gt Y 3 3 &Y, ar
OT-YOT AT Tl 3=
T |

e  “Only because a wife files a
petition invoking the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence
Act or the Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act or the Code of
Criminal Procedure, the courts
cannot straightaway pass an order
awarding some amount towards
maintenance payable by the
husband,” said Justice Chillakur
Sumalatha while setting aside an
award passed by a trial court.

rEfd fRrearsht gAaedT A faaror
FATITET & S T fATET el §C

FgT, “hdel $H HROT foh Teell o B
& & Afganat 1 waror srfafras,

foeq g wa sor-aiwor srfafaer sruar gus afshar afar & 3iceia arfes R 1 8, =
rer gf &t SROT-9IYOT AT ot T TSR 78T & b |”
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30J6

Dozens killed as Pakistan targets Afghan militants

UIfREdTe SART BT 3TATFEAT HY fALATAT FATT ST F St AWt Y Fg|

30J6

Europe’s heatwave scorches ltaly and Balkans as wildfire fears rise

T Y sfrwor a1t o sTA 3R aTew I gTeraTT, STAl F AT AR Ay IeiwT T

In ruins: Afghan residents look at a building damaged in a Pakistani
air strike at a village in Paktia province on Monday. AFP

30J6. Dozens killed as Pakistan targets Afghan militants
qIfHEdTe SART BT SIATEAT H fALATAT qATC ST F St
it Y 7|

e Mr. Tarar said the latest offensive targeted Jamaatul-Ahrar, a
splinter group of the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

A ARE A gl Tob AATATH RIS T T8 FTATT-3-3ER AT, S Agh-T-

ARt TIFEATT (TTP) ST Teh 37eiaT §37 [T &

e Pakistan says its forces use “precise targeting” to aim at militant hideouts and weapons
stores, especially those of the TTP that has waged a violent campaign against it for years.

mmmﬁ%mmﬁ“maﬁﬁm”mmmgmﬁﬁ%m
3R gFRAR #RT &7 fA2eTr Jarclt §, TAweaR TTP & foaar &1, foraer ast & 39 fawey f§as
31T T W B
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Europe’s heatwave scorches Italy  30J6. Europe’s heatwave scorches Italy and

and Balkans as wildfire fears rise Balkans as wildfire fears rise

I < sftwor et F gl AR aTewe Y e,
STTell F 31797 oTaTaY Y 3MTAHT T

AFP
NCS |: Geogranhy |
Italy and the Balkans felt the impact on Monday of the heatwave
that has caused hundreds of excess deaths across Europe. A red
alert was issued in Croatia. In Serbia, soaring temperatures were
predicted for next few days. Albania contained a raging wildfire. In
Italy, 22 cities were covered by a red heat warning. REUTERS

BALKANS (OR THE BALKAN PENINSULA)

The Balkans (or the Balkan Peninsula) is a geographical and geopolitical region located in
Southeastern Europe.

It forms a strategic land bridge between Europe and Asia, making it one of the world's most
historically and geopolitically significant regions.

The region has witnessed the rise and fall of several empires, ethnic conflicts, religious
interactions, and nationalist movements. Because of its complex political history, it has often
been referred to as the ""Powder Keg of Europe.™

Location and Boundaries

The Balkan Peninsula is bounded by the Adriatic Sea in the west.

It is bounded by the lonian Sea in the southwest.

It is bounded by the Aegean Sea in the south.

It is bounded by the Black Sea in the east.

The Danube, Sava, and Kupa rivers are generally considered its northern geographical
boundary.

The Balkans generally include:

Albania

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria

Croatia (major part)

Kosovo (partially recognized)
Montenegro

North Macedonia

Romania (southern part)
Serbia

Slovenia (sometimes included)
Greece
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European part of Turkiye (Eastern Thrace)

Origin of the Name

The term ""Balkan™ is derived from the Turkish word ""Balkan', meaning mountain or
wooded mountain range.

It originally referred to the Balkan Mountains of Bulgaria before being applied to the entire
peninsula.

Physical Geography

Balkan Mountains (Stara Planina) — Bulgaria.
Dinaric Alps — Along the Adriatic coast.

Pindus Mountains — Greece.

Rhodope Mountains — Bulgaria and Greece.
Sar Mountains — North Macedonia and Kosovo.

Major Rivers

Danube (Europe's second-longest river).
Sava.

Drina.

Morava.

Vardar (Axios).
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Kharge reappointed Rajya Sabha Leader of Opposition; seeks stronger
coordination
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Kharge reappointed Rajya
Sabha Leader of Opposition;
seeks stronger coordination

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge and seven
other newly elected mem-
bers of the Rajya Sabha
took oath on Monday. Mr.
Kharge was also reappoint-
ed the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Rajya Sabha
with effect from June 26.

After taking oath, Mr.
Kharge expressed grati-
tude to the Congress lea-
dership, including Parlia-
mentary Party
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi, as well as Vice-
President C.P. Radhakrish-
nan and Deputy Chairman
Harivansh.

He also extended greet-
ings to his colleagues in the
INDIA bloc and the broad-
er Opposition. Mr. Kharge
said he was looking for-
ward to “even stronger
coordination” during the
coming Monsoon Session
of Parliament to make “the
government of the day
more accountable”.

30J6. Kharge reappointed Rajya Sabha Leader of Opposition; seeks stronger

coordination

Vice-President C.P. Radhakrishnan greets Mallikarjun Kharge after
the oath-taking ceremony on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

“We will continue to
raise the burning con-
cerns, aspirations, and
voices of the people with
sincerity, conviction and
determination. That re-
mains our foremost res-
ponsibility, and I shall dis-
charge it with the utmost
commitment,” he said.

He took oath separately
in Mr. Radhakrishnan’s
chamber. The Vice-Presi-
dent congratulated Mr.
Kharge and said the Upper
House would benefit from
his long experience. Ms.
Gandhi and other Con-
gress leaders — Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra, K.C. Venu-
gopal, Mukul Wasnik, Jai-
ram Ramesh and Syed Na-
seer Hussain - were
present during the event.
Mr. Kharge’s wife, daught-
er, and granddaughter,
along with her spouse,
were present.

Mr. Radhakrishnan later
administered the oath to
seven other newly elected
members — Mansingh Me-
raman Parmar, Tarun
Chugh, Alka Singh, Jiten-
dra Meghjibhai Kanzariya,
Rajendra Hiralal Jain, M.
Nagaraja, and Adhikari-
mayum Sharda Devi.

g3 go: TowaT # RAvet F aar fgea; dgaw g@eay W Ra7r R

e Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge and seven other newly elected members of the
Rajya Sabha took oath on Monday. Mr. Kharge was also reappointed as the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha with effect from June 26.

A IFeAeT AfeAPTA WS AT TSAHHT o AT 37 Aa-d eI He&dl o HHAR T ATY
IGUT 1| A @ T 26 S W FHTAT ToAwHT & FATet 1 AT o7 Iof: T foham aram|

e Mr. Radhakrishnan later administered the oath to seven other newly elected members —
Mansingh Meraman Parmar, Tarun Chugh, Alka Singh, Jitendra Meghjibhai Kanzariya,
Rajendra Hiralal Jain, M. Nagaraja, and Adhikarimayum Sharda Devi.
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30J6 | Why are States opposing VB-G RAM G?
TS VB-G RAM G & e 4t 7 1§ &7

30J6 | Rise in food poisoning cases highlights lapses in food safety

wTed fwreraar & Anral # gefYr wrey geaT # FAAl F 39eR Fd ¢

EXPLAINER

Sobhana K. Nair

On July 1, the Viksit Bharat-
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) will become
operational, replacing the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act (MGNREGA).
The Union Rural Develop-
ment Ministry notified the
draft rules for the new em-
ployment scheme on May
22, giving a month to stake-
holders to submit their
feedback.

The difference
The VB-G RAM G marks a
shift from a “demand-dri-
ven framework” to a “sup-
ply-driven scheme”. Under
the new system, alloca-
tions will be capped within
a fixed budget determined
by the Union government
based on  “objective
parameters”.

While the new Act in-
creases the number of gua-
ranteed workdays from

100 to 125, it also signifi-
cantly raises the financial
burden on States from the
current 10% share to 40%
of total expenditure. Un-
der the MGNREGA, the Un-
ion government was res-
ponsible for 100% of the
labour wages and 75% of
the material wages. In
practice, this translated to
a90:10 cost share between
the Centre and the States.

Section 5(1) empowers
the Union government to
“notify rural areas in a
State” where the scheme
will be implemented. This
is a departure from the
MGNREGA, which was un-
iversal. Another departure
from the MGNREGA is that
the new law allows for a
blackout period, pausing
the programme during
peak agricultural seasons
to “facilitate availability of
labour”.

Objections by the States
At least three States — Mad-
hya Pradesh, Bihar, and
Jharkhand, two of them
with BJP-led governments
— questioned the shift in

At least three States have raised
questions about the shift in the
financial model of VB-G RAM G.

the financial model, which
now requires a majority of
States to bear 40% of the
total expenditure, in con-
trast to the MGNREGA.

Five States have sought
a revision of wage rates,
and four have aired reser-
vations over the provision
of 60 non-working days
during the peak agricultu-
ral season.

Bihar has sought that
wages should increase
from the present ¥255 to
#413. Jammu & Kashmir,
meanwhile, wants an in-

30J6. Why are States opposing VB-G RAM G?
TS VB-G RAM G T farer 4t &3 @ &2

e On July 1, the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G
RAM G) will become operational, replacing the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural

Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA).
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Why are States opposing VB-G RAM G
GS l: Governance: Government Scherme !

crease in wages from ¥272
to I311. Both Jharkhand
and Punjab argued that
wages should be competi-
tive and in line with market
conditions. Uttarakhand
underlined the tough land-
scape that workers have to
work on and sought a com-
pensatory hike. Nearly all
States have highlighted de-
lays in clearing the wage
and material bill by the
Centre.

Centre to hold power
One of the key concerns
raised by academics and
activists is that the VB-G
RAM G gives dispropor-
tionate power to the
Centre. As per the draft
rules on inter-State distri-
bution of funds, the Union
government will adopt ob-
jective parameters utilised
for horizontal devolution
among States as recom-
mended by the 16th Fi-
nance Commission. The
exact application metho-
dology is determined at
the discretion of the Union
government, a clause,
flagged as concerning.
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1 J7eit$ ¥ faa e HRA-TRE B AR Us JArshfaet freret (ameion) [VB-G RAM G] offe]
21T, ST AETeAT ATTelY IS FTHNOT AR TRET JTATAIH (MGNREGA) T TUTeT 19T

The Union Rural Development Ministry notified the draft rules for the new employment
scheme on May 22, giving a month to stakeholders to submit their feedback.

Frr artor R FAFTerT A 22 7S FY 75 AR At & FHler 7 sfgfad e ik
TR &Y 319e1t gfafshar 2o & forT veh A1 1 Ty |

The difference
qE |

The VB-G RAM G marks a shift from a “demand-driven framework” to a “supply-driven
scheme”.

VB-G RAM G “Hier-3memia saaear & “3mqfel-menfa aerar v 30X aRacdeT s Hehd &ar
gl

Under the new system, allocations will be capped within a fixed budget determined by the
Union government based on “objective parameters”.

oIS SHAEYT & TG AT g YRR GaRT “qEGfAsS AT o MR R FURA 3w sore
FT I & Hax garm|

While the new Act increases the number of guaranteed workdays from 100 to 125, it also
significantly raises the financial burden on States from the current 10% share to 40% of the
total expenditure.

T ST IR F1 fy@at I T&AT 100 & T 125 FIAT 8, Afdhed 38 AT &7 Tl
T Tl HR TAAT 10% & TR Fel I BT 40% HI AT ¢

Under the MGNREGA, the Union government was responsible for 100% of the labour
wages and 75% of the material wages.

MGNREGA & 3ceTel g HIER A1 HIGY &l 100% oTT WIHTT S0 &M 75% dgT adclr AT
In practice, this translated to a 90:10 cost share between the Centre and the States.
TIIER H TAHT 379 g 3R T=AT & §rg 90: 10 & ST AISTHIT F AT

Section 5(1) empowers the Union government to “notify rural areas in a State” where the
scheme will be implemented.

RT 5(1) g WIHR 1 g ATUPR &l § T a5 fonel T & 3o7 arrefior 8=t ot srfegfa
STRT TG ANSTedT of1e] I Srwef|

This is a departure from the MGNREGA, which was universal.

I YT MGNREGA ¥ e &, #Fiifeh ag Arasiiides &9 & @y 7|

Another departure from the MGNREGA is that the new law allows for a blackout period,
pausing the programme during peak agricultural seasons to “facilitate availability of labour”.

MGNREGA & Ueh 31+ HgcaqUl ek Ig ¢ foh 71T Flelel S3AT3E rafer st Jraeret I g,
TS e FY & TR HIGH H AR A 3Teltrar ARG F & T Aretar i 3Rl &9
{ AFT T FhaT &

Objections by the States
=4t Y Rt

At least three States — Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, and Jharkhand, two of them with BJP-led
governments — questioned the shift in the financial model, which now requires a majority of
States to bear 40% of the total expenditure, in contrast to the MGNREGA.

FH-H-FH T Todl — 7e7 w3wr, RER 31K sinws, foer & & 7 srrorar-aqea arel T §
— & oI faei AlSST TR 9T 33T, Toeh dge JITEehier Al Y el eI T 40% et el
81T, STafeh MGNREGA & cIaTaT 37147 2|
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e Five States have sought a revision of wage rates, and four have aired reservations over the
provision of 60 non-working days during the peak agricultural season.

ofar Tt o AeTgdY &3t 3 TRNEreT Y AT Y ¥, Tl AR Ut F F & 7 AeH 7 60 -
F feaal & YaensT W A9 SIaTS B

¢ Nearly all States have highlighted delays in clearing the wage and material bill by the

Centre.

ST T T o vy @R ForgQ IR ATl Frer & 87arciret 3 8 arell 3 7 Hegr 3ar|

e As per the draft rules on inter-State distribution of funds, the Union government will adopt
objective parameters utilised for horizontal devolution among States as recommended by the
16th Finance Commission.

Ut & e fafRrt o faeror & daftra seter ast & HeaR, g SR 163 fare 3maer gart
IR Tt o dfrer giferst faef faaRoT & fov ggerd aeierss HAiefehl I 3u=Iresi|

e The exact application methodology is determined at the discretion of the Union government,
a clause flagged as concerning.

ol AeTehl 1 T Flel Sl TENh HATUIE shg; FIHR & fadeh T A8 g1oh, fod vep Ricretasn
e & &9 H fafged fhar marg |

Rise in food poisoning cases highlights lapses in food safety

Nearly three-fourths of all States and Union Territories tended to have low or moderate scores on the Food Safety Index

| DATA POINT |

all FBOs, depending on the type of
establish

Sambavi Parthasarathy

wo suspected events of
T food poisoning reported

this month, one at a priv-
ate school in Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, and another at a popular
eatery in Bhiwandi in Maharash-
tra, which affected over 200 peo-
ple have once again highlighted
the need for st: thening the im-

their past records
and other such factors. While the
amended provisions are yet to be
implemented, FSSAI data for the
year 2024-25 showed that inspec-
tions conducted and food samples
analysed by various States were
much lower when compared with
the number of registered FBOs
(Chart 3). For instance, only
20,877 samples were lifted in Mah-
arashtra which has over 1.8 lakh
i d or active FBO licences,

plementation of the Food Safety
and Standards (FSS) Act.

As per the latest Accidental
Deaths and Suicides in India re-
port, a total of 1,122 people died
due to food poisoning in India in
2024 (Chart 1).

Such avoidable deaths should
be seen in the context of lapses in
the implementation of the Act, as
revealed by the government’s own
State Food Safety Index released
last for 2023-24. The Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAID) measures this index for all
States and Union Territories based
on five key parameters: human re-
sources and institutional data,
compliance, food testing infras-
tructure and surveillance, training
and capacity building, and con-
sumer empowerment.

‘While a strong correlation could
not be established, the index
showed that States that saw high
numbers of food poisoning cases
also tended to have low or moder-
ate scores on the index (Chart 2).

Nearly three-fourths of all States
and Union Territories scored less
than 50 out of the highest-possible
score of 100. Jharkhand, where ov-
er 130 persons died of food poison-
ing in 2024, scored 26.5. Uttar Pra-
desh, which reported over 200
casualties in 2024, scored 44.25.

The FSS Act mandates periodic
inspections and analysis of food
samples from all registered Food
Business Operators (FBOs). An
amendment to the Act notified this
month has made the frequency of
the inspections to be based on a
dynamic risk-based assessment of

as per the data available with the
Food Safety Compliance System.

With the effective implementa-
tion of the regulations largely de-
pendent on authorities working at
the central and State levels, data
showed that while the FSSAI is res-
ponsible for ensuring overall coor-
dination, it is the State Food Safety
Authorities who are primarily res-
ponsible for enforcement at the
field level. However, these insti-
tutes suffer from vacancies.

The FSSAL, which has a sanc-
tioned strength of 822 officers, saw
vacancies increase from about
30% to almost 40% in the last five
years. Further, data submitted in
response to a question in the Rajya
Sabha in March this year showed
that only 2,997 of the sanctioned
positions of 4,208 Food Safety Of-
ficers (FSO) across all States and
UTs have been filled as of the third
quarter of FY 2025-26.

The World Health Organiza-
tion’s Foodborne Disease Esti-
mates (2026) estimated that unsafe
food causes around 866 million ill-
nesses and 1.5 million deaths an-
nually. It also stated that 57.1 mil-
lion days of Disability-Adjusted
Life Years (DALYs) were lost in 2021
from foodborne diseases, and 30%
of this burden was borne by chil-
dren under 5 years.

‘Though the total foodborne dis-
ease burden has declined since
2000, a country-wise analysis of
the rate of years of life lost due to
foodborne diseases showed that
India ranked 15th, along with sev-
eral low-income African nations
(Chart 4).

Slipping safety standards

The data for charts were sourced from Food Safety and Standards Authority of India, Accidental Deaths and Suicides in
India and the World Health Organization

il
food poisoning were reported in 2024
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CHART 1: More than a thousand cases and deaths due to

Quality check:
Food safety
officials conducting
inspections in
amilkboothin
Visakhapatnam
in February 2026
inthe wake of a
milk adulteration
incidentin
Rajahmundry.
V.RAJU

CHART 2: States that saw a high number of food poisoning cases
tended to have low or moderate scores on Food Safety Index
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CHART 3: Samples collected for testing in 2024-25 compared with the total registered food business operators in select States
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DRC

ea-Bissal

Cameroo
|l

000 Central African
|Republic
1500
RIS > P
& ¢ & ¥
58 e S

2 ndi )
Madagascar & India esotho  Benin
&

J6. Rise in food poisoning cases highlights lapses in food safety
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grey fauTedar & AnTel 7 gEftr Wiy g A FAAT F 39R FA @

Nearly three-fourths of all States and Union Territories tended to have low or moderate
scores on the Food Safety Index.

aarsyar -t Tt S e anfAre geRi A @reT GRaT gaFiF (Food Safety Index) &
T a1 FewH T F 3 ured fhe

Two suspected events of food poisoning reported this month, one at a private school in
Indore in Madhya Pradesh, and another at a popular eatery in Bhiwandi in Maharashtra,
which affected over 200 people, have once again highlighted the need for strengthening the
implementation of the Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act.

$H ATE WIed fawrFdar (Food Poisoning) & a1 Higaer aeaTl A1Ha 31$ | 3o & Ueh /e waer
& $aR o ueh forsit fegmerd & Tu1 q@dy AgRTSg & fas U veh i sieferrerd ¥ g3,
TS 200 & 31f8 AT FanTfad gUl ST eI o Ueh IR O Wi Y&l Ud Alels (FSS)
Ffafaas & yarrd fohaTeade I Yoo FIA I HTTRTRT I IWfehd fhaATE |

As per the latest Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India report, a total of 1,122 people
died due to food poisoning in India in 2024 (Chart 1).

AR A HHTEAF 7Y UF IHTcHEAT el FAdleTcrd RUIE & 3HTaR, 2024 H HRT H WIET
frTeFerdT & HROT Fel 1,122 an-:ﬁaﬁr:qggrgézﬁ(aﬂ 1)l

Such avoidable deaths should be seen in the context of lapses in the implementation of the
Act, as revealed by the government’s own State Food Safety Index released last for 2023-
24,

U JHY ST Heher ATl 7 T3 1 ITATAIH & Fhaleadt 7 g5 A & Tael 7 @ e
IR, SHAT foh TR GaRT 2023-24 & U ST T F3 AFE 377 T TS BIell o |

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) measures this index for all
States and Union Territories based on five key parameters: human resources and
institutional data, compliance, food testing infrastructure and surveillance, training and
capacity building, and consumer empowerment.

AT WG GI&T TF AleTah WIAEIOT (FSSAI) T ot 3R g anflrer wdalt & forw 5@
AFHIE T Hodidhe! Ui THE ARSI o HTUR T HAT & | S99 AT FAIA T FEATN 313,
reTaTelT, Wy THETOT HauTeA1 e fAarra, wilraror var averar fastor, aur susiierar
FATFAHIOT MTAT B |

While a strong correlation could not be established, the index showed that States that saw
high numbers of food poisoning cases also tended to have low or moderate scores on the
index (Chart 2).

Te AT HIS TR TEHTeT T AeT febam SiT Febr, T 37 Faehie & Ig Fae g3 foh T
T3 A Gred FANTererelt & HUF HAHT Gof §U, Iofeh IHIh A 37eh FIAI: =T 3rerar Heas
T & @ (A€ 2)|

Nearly three-fourths of all States and Union Territories scored less than 50 out of the
highest possible score of 100.

TaTeTaT fieT-ateré Tt 3R dg el weat & 31 dH 100 37t F & 50 ¥ FF 31 Uit fHU|
Jharkhand, where over 130 persons died of food poisoning in 2024, scored 26.5.

FRGS, S8l 2024 7 @g faurEFadn & FRoT 130#mamﬁaﬁra§r§é, ¥ 26.5 37 U
fu|

Uttar Pradesh, which reported over 200 casualties in 2024, scored 44.25.

3R W&, STeT 2024 # 200 ¥ 3flrar it 1 Fog g1 Y TS, 7 44.25 37k yred fahw|

The FSS Act mandates periodic inspections and analysis of food samples from all
registered Food Business Operators (FBOSs).
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FSs fafaer & 3icela qef Tolihd w3 fasaw AT (FBOs) & Igl HAT-HAY WX fadiaror
YT WIEH AT T TALATOT el JTAaTd B

An amendment to the Act natified this month has made the frequency of the inspections to
be based on a dynamic risk-based assessment of all FBOs, depending on the type of
establishment, their past records and other such factors.

59 #1E eI srfafas & et & 37aR, fadero 1 3rgf 3 @sh FBOs & shf@s-
3menRe arfereflter Aeataer o 3menRa gref, et gfcrsaret &1 YR, 36T 98 Repls a2 3w
FIfOT ST S &ATeT H @M ST

While the amended provisions are yet to be implemented, FSSAI data for the year 2024-25
showed that inspections conducted and food samples analysed by various States were
much lower when compared with the number of registered FBOs (Chart 3).

FeARy RN Frarerier 3relr A gley A9 &, T 87 2024-25 & FSSAI 3HTehsl & ¥ g317 foh
st et @ fohu arv fadiaTor quT ST aTC @red FHwT T HEAT Usiihd FBOS #hT §&ar
@rgmﬁagawaﬁ(méss)l

For instance, only 20,877 samples were lifted in Maharashtra, which has over 1.8 lakh
registered or active FBO licences, as per the data available with the Food Safety
Compliance System.

3ETER0T & AT, HERTSEY H, ST61 3 AT FFoARH FAEEH o 3TAR 1.8 A1 § 378 Toilepe
31T @fhd FBO ASHW &, a8l shdel 20,877 #at Si1d & faw faw arv|

With the effective implementation of the regulations largely dependent on authorities working
at the Central and State levels, data showed that while the FSSAI is responsible for ensuring
overall coordination, it is the State Food Safety Authorities who are primarily responsible for
enforcement at the field level.

ot T3t & gl fohgreadet &1 Ty Head: F% 3R o Tl i T3 o) 8 el
&1 Jiiers & TSE g3 o6 STel FSSAI Todl GHaY & faT SeRerh 8, 981 Tod Wred FRat
IREOT ATl TR TR TacleT & folv 7%d 9 & e 81

However, these institutions suffer from vacancies.

gTolifen, I HEUTT 51 e 3 R gal &1 Jorear & 537 W &

The FSSAI, which has a sanctioned strength of 822 officers, saw vacancies increase from
about 30% to almost 40% in the last five years.

FSSAI, TSt 822 3t TRat & st e &, ael ool ater at & RfFaat 1 &¥ wrremr 30%
T TGt SIS 40% BT IAT R |

Further, data submitted in response to a question in the Rajya Sabha in March this year
showed that only 2,997 of the sanctioned positions of 4,208 Food Safety Officers (FSOs)
across all States and Union Territories have been filled as of the third quarter of FY 2025-
26.

SEh TR, 5 I AR & ToTTHT & I T Teh 97 & 30X & T 3Hehsl & AT g3 foh
Tl st 3R F enflre weeit 7 T 4,208 wreT RaT wfdwREt (FSOs) & ual 7 & faelr
¥ 2025-26 T FrE fAAE I Shaol 2,997 9g &7 R 3T |

The World Health Organization’s Foodborne Disease Estimates (2026) estimated that
unsafe food causes around 866 million illnesses and 1.5 million deaths annually.

fea Ty H@ersar (WHO) 1 geale fEsfier vi¥edten (2026) RUIE & 37aR, srgeiaa st
o HROT Ficay ofarstar 866 ATATT aler AR usal & T 15 a1 AWIY b1 g gl &1

It also stated that 57.1 million days of Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYS) were lost in
2021 from foodborne diseases, and 30% of this burden was borne by children under 5
years.

Reite # 75 o gamam = § & 2021 7 weg Ffaa Wt & Fror 57.1 Ao Ravfafad-
TSSEES AgF §34 (DAL YS) wwgmamsvsmmwso%%wﬁaaﬁ#mamg
& Tl o ag fham|
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e Though the total foodborne disease burden has declined since 2000, a country-wise
analysis of the rate of years of life lost due to foodborne diseases showed that India
ranked 15th, along with several low-income African nations (Chart 4).

T AT 2000 & STe | el WIEF STfetel M T 3 H 3T &, Y &1 @ FAferer A9t & ot
Sfiae & @IT ge asf (Years of Life Lost) I 2R &I & ARITUT 7 R T TUTH 15aT T&T, i
Fs AFT-3T arer AT 22t & 1T AT (TTE 4) |
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30J6 | ‘Turkiye must be included in Europe security structures’
FAT HT FI&T T3 7 G Fr anfdrer frar sem afgw

30J6 | Israeli attacks ‘led to genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity’
SoIITell gHell § ‘TRHER, JeU JY R Aleadr & favey I go

“Turkiye must be included in
Europe security structures’

Agence France-Presse
ISTANBUL

Turkiye must be included
in all of Europe’s defence
structures and defence
trade restrictions between
NATO members must be
removed, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said on
Monday ahead of a key NA-
TO summit.

His remarks come as Eu-
rope revamps its defences
to counter Russia and the
risk of a U.S. pullback from
NATO, which is to hold a
summit in the Turkish cap-
ital Ankara on July 7-8.

“Turkiye’s indispensa-
ble contributions to Euro-
pean security are some-
times overlooked,” Mr.

At issue is Turkive’s
access to the EU’s
150-billion-euro
Security Action for
Europe initiative

Erdogan told parliamen-
tary delegates from all 32
NATO member states. He
said Turkiye wanted “to
participate in all defence
and security initiatives” on
the continent.

At issue is Turkiye’s ac-
cess to the EU’s 150-billion-
euro Security Action for
Europe (SAFE) initiative —
to strengthen European
defence capabilities.

“We expect your sup-
port, lawmakers, for Turki-

ye’s inclusion in the de-
fence and security
initiatives announced by
the EU,” Mr. Erdogan said.

Within SAFE, firms from
non-EU countries such as
Turkiye, Britain and the
U.S. can only supply up to
35% of the component
costs of weaponry funded
by the scheme.

If Turkiye wants its com-
panies to be able to tap a
bigger part of the funds,
Ankara needs to sign a
partnership with the EU
and then negotiate special
access with Brussels — a
process that would require
approval from all 27 EU
members.

Greece has threatened
to block such a move.

30J6. ‘Turkiye must be
included in Europe security
structures’

TG Y FI&T AT A JFHA
&1 enfAe frar sre afge

e Turkiye must be included in all
of Europe’s defence structures and
defence trade restrictions between
NATO members must be removed,
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said
on Monday ahead of a key NATO
summit.

o qfeAH AT Frash @
T3t & enfHer fohar ST Tnfge qur
NATO H&Eg 22t & & T&IT SR 9 o9t
gfaeer ge1v S @nfev, I8 a1d Useuta
WY dza7 wEf3e F AIFaAR & Agcaqur
NATO fr@R gFad=T & Igel el

e His remarks come as Europe revamps its defences to counter Russia and the risk of a U.S.
pullback from NATO, which is to hold a summit in the Turkish capital Ankara on July 7-8.

o 3eTht Ig ferqult O THY TS & ST AT, TH T FhTeell Flel dUT NATO H Al Hr wanfad
& & STEH A f9ea & foIT 379 TaTT sqaE AT &l HoTed 9 6T & | NATO &1 RITR JFHel 7-
8 FelT$ T Ifeh T TSTETAT HHRT A AT BT

e Atissue is Turkiye’s access to the EU’s 150-billion-euro Security Action for Europe
(SAFE) initiative — to strengthen European defence capabilities.

HET HET JiH T JUIRT T (EV) T 150 37 I 1 ATl varerer SR Z0T (SAFE) Tgel
o T &, ToraehT e N Y T84T ATHATIHT T Ygg e 8|

o “We expect your support, lawmakers, for Turkiye’s inclusion in the defence and
security initiatives announced by the EU,” Mr. Erdogan said.

st wafarmer 2 wgr, ‘6 U WEr (EU) SR BT T&TT U G ggal 7 gia i enfare fhe
e & ToIT FiEe & 3maes wHdsT 1 e A &1
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e Within SAFE, firms from non-EU countries such as Turkiye, Britain and the U.S. can only
supply up to 35% of the component costs of weaponry funded by the scheme.

SAFE & 37cfete, 3-gUdr §er (Non-EU) =i o1& i, fareer 3R wgera o 3l (U.s)

T STl 8 TSIl & dgd [aTuNd §RIART & geH AT &I shdol 35% cieh &1 3MYfcl T

Tt 81
e |f Turkiye wants its companies to be able to tap a bigger part of the funds, Ankara needs to

sign a partnership with the EU and then negotiate special access with Brussels — a process
that would require approval from all 27 EU members.

I i argar § o swehr shufarat go ARt a1 s as1 e gred &2 &, oY 3FRT &1
AT Fe (EU) o A1 AR FHSA T EEARR HA giat 3R 38 die; /e & &Y Ay
q@*%aﬁﬁaﬂ?ﬁaﬂm Ig gfshar g wa & welt 27 wew quf &1 T ¥ e
HLf|

e Greece has threatened to block such a move.

M N T/ TFR & FeH I HTTEH FIoA T 4HA T |

Israeli attacks ‘led to genocide, war
crimes, and crimes against humanity’

International criminal law defines genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes, and recognises that these offences may be committed against

children and produce child specific harms; recently, an independent UN inquiry found that Israel actions deliberately targeted Palestinian children

EXPLAINER

“l sraeli authorities

and security forc-
deliberately
targeted Palestinian chil-
dren, resulting in geno-
cide, crimes against hu-
manity and war crimes in
Gaza, and war crimes in
the occupied West Bank,”
an independent UN inqui-
ry said on Tuesday.
International criminal
law, as codified in the
Rome Statute of the Inter-
national Criminal Court
(ICC) and customary inter-
national law, defines geno-
cide, crimes against hu-
manity, and war crimes
and recognises that these
offences may be commit-
ted against children and

produce child-specific
harms.
Act of genocide

According to Article 6 of
the Rome statute of the
ICC, “genocide” means
any of the following acts
committed with intent to
destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnic, ra-
cial or religious group, as
such.

The acts include, killing
members of the group,
causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members
of the group, deliberately
inflicting on the group con-
ditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical
destruction in whole or in
part, imposing measures

Israel has killed over 73,000 Palestinians in the Gaza strip since October 2023. AFP

intended to prevent births
within the group, forcibly
transferring children of the
group to another group.

Widespread attack
Under Article 7 of the
Rome Statute, crimes
against humanity are spec-
ific acts committed as part
of a widespread or syste-
matic  attack directed
against a civilian popula-
tion, with knowledge of
that attack.

The Rome Statute lists a
range of acts that may con-
stitute crimes against hu-
manity, including murder,
extermination,  enslave-
ment, deportation or forci-
ble transfer of populations,
unlawful imprisonment,
torture, rape and other
forms of sexual violence,
persecution of identifiable
groups on political, racial,
national, ethnic, cultural,
religious or  gender

grounds, enforced disap-
pearance, apartheid, and
other inhumane acts inten-
tionally causing serious
physical or mental harm.

Geneva convention
Article 8 of the Rome Sta-
tute defines war crimes as
serious violations of inter-
national humanitarian law
committed during an
armed conflict. The Court
exercises jurisdiction par-
ticularly where such
crimes are committed as
part of a plan or policy or
on a large scale.

War crimes include
grave breaches of the Ge-
neva Conventions, such as
wilful killing, torture or in-
human treatment, wilfully
causing great suffering or
serious injury, unlawful
destruction or seizure of
property, compelling pri-
soners of war to serve hos-
tile forces, denying prison-

ers a fair trial, unlawful
deportation or confine-
ment, and taking hostages.
The statute also crimi-
nalises a broader range of
serious violations of the
laws and customs of war.
The statute applies these
prohibitions to both inter-
national and non-interna-
tional armed conflicts.

On Israel’s actions

In a previous report dated
September 16, 2025, the
Commission has found
that the Israeli authorities
and Israeli security forces
have committed and are
continuing to commit four
categories of underlying
acts of genocide in the Ga-
za Strip with the specific
intent to destroy, in whole
or in part, the Palestinian
group, as such. Three of
those four categories are
especially relevant to chil-
dren, namely (i) killing

members of the group; (ii)
causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members
of the group; and (iii) delib-
erately inflicting on the
group conditions of life cal-
culated to bring about its
physical destruction in
whole or in part. They also
found that the elements for
crimes against humanity
have been fulfilled in Gaza,
namely that attacks by the
Israeli security forces since
October 7, 2023 have in-
volved “multiple commis-
sion of acts” directed
against any civilian popula-
tion that are widespread or
systematic.

The Commission has
found in a previous report
in September 2025 that (i)
the extensive and deliber-
ate targeting of Palesti-
nians, including children,
showed that the military
operations were not con-
ducted solely to defeat Ha-
mas and other Palestinian
armed groups as Israeli of-
ficials claimed, nor can
they legitimately contri-
bute to the other stated
goals of defending the state
of Israel and securing the
release of Israeli hostages;
and (i) the intentional tar-
geting of Palestinian chil-
dren was intended to phys-
ically destroy the larger
Palestinian group in Gaza.

The Commission finds
that Israeli security forces
have committed the fol-
lowing war crimes against
and affecting Palestinian
children, consistent with
its findings in previous re-
ports: willful killing, tor-

ture and inhuman and de-
grading treatment causing
severe physical and psych-
ological harm, willfully
causing great suffering or
serious injury to body or
health through deliberate
deprivation and violence,
intentionally directing at-
tacks against the civilian
population, destruction of
property, and outrages
upon personal dignity, de-
signed to dehumanise and
subjugate the Palestinian
population, including
children.

The report says that Is-
rael continues to blatantly
disregard the International
Court of Justice (IC]) advi-
sory opinion of 19 July
2024 in respect of the ‘Le-
gal Consequences arising
from the Policies and Prac-
tices of Israel in the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem’,
and importantly, the or-
ders for provisional mea-
sures issued on 26 January,
28 March 2024 and 24 May
2024 in the case of the ‘Ap-
plication of the Conven-
tion on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide in the Gaza
Strip (South Africa v. Is-
rael)’, which are binding
on Israel. In the case,
South Africa accuses Israeli
forces of genocide, but it
could take years to reach a
conclusion.

The Commission’s find-
ings, though not judicial
determinations, may in-
form ongoing international
investigations and pro-
ceedings.
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30J6. Israeli attacks ‘led to genocide, war crimes, and crimes against
humanity’

SOITel §Hel | ‘AIHER, & Y AR Aleaar & ey rqwer go

FE) initiative — to strengthen European defence capabilities.
HET HeaT UG Fe T 150 3R A T Security Action for Europe (SAFE) Tgd o gfdd
BT I T &, TSP Seged T T T&T ATHATSHT Y HALT HIAT &

“We expect your support, lawmakers, for Turkiye’s inclusion in the defence and security
initiatives announced by the EU,” Mr. Erdogan said.

Y TSI =¥ T, “EH TR Tl & Toh JUIT Wer SR el T var GRat vgell & i 1
ATHST FoRT STet o AT 39 Wil bt Fode fFetam|”

Within SAFE, firms from non-EU countries such as Turkiye, Britain and the U.S. can only
supply up to 35% of the component costs of weaponry funded by the scheme.

SAFE & 3icaia i, et 3R st 5y - e et & shafarat 54 Aisterr & g
e gAY & Teeh ST 1 Shaer 35% o & 3Tfct T Fhcl &
If Turkiye wants its companies to be able to tap a bigger part of the funds, Ankara needs to

sign a partnership with the EU and then negotiate special access with Brussels — a process
that would require approval from all 27 EU members.

I R a1EaT & o 3aehT SHuferal go 1Tt T o7 foea ured &t &, Y 3R T g
HE o A AR THA T FEATRR FYA gl AR 37 o1e; gaed & T eIy aga )%
ST el glefT| 38 Sshan & forw gt @ & weft 27aa1-1raafraﬁrrcﬂ$ﬁ3¢mwa‘nm
Greece has threatened to block such a move.

I o O FRY oY e Y IaTEY FA Y AT A B

International criminal law defines genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes,
and recognises that these offences may be committed against children and produce child
specific harms. Recently, an independent UN inquiry found that Israel actions deliberately
targeted Palestinian children.

HAWTSET AT FoeT ATHER, AT & Taeetr IroRrer 3 Faer Irawre sl aRena
AT § AT T TADR HT & foh I IJITY Fal o Tavey T e 37 T 8 3R s=at & faw
T Jhre T GlfeT Scteet X Heel & | BTeT &1 7 WYF TS (UN) T Ueh Tl Sirer # 91T a1y
o SoRre 1 FRASAT A AT ot awat i for=umer s

“Israeli authorities and security forces deliberately targeted Palestinian children, resulting
in genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes in Gaza, and war crimes in the
occupied West Bank,” an independent UN inquiry said on Tuesday.

HITITR T FF T (UN) T Teh TAT Srer 3 hgT 1T b “Fomarelt Fiftraort ik et aat
o STTeAggTen? Fpfaediel a=at o1 [ =, fored IRUTHEaET 1T & aREgR, AlTadr &
fareeer 3aRTer 37 JEur Y, FAT ool ATel THE & H T HIA g0’

International criminal law, as codified in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court (ICC) and customary international law, defines genocide, crimes against humanity,

and war crimes and recognises that these offences may be committed against children and
produce child-specific harms.

ARSI ITIRITAF FTefet, ST foh AL 3R AT (ICC) & Wy |hafer (Rome
Statute) TUT FUTT IRATSET Fleled H HGATTCY &, ACHER, ATTIAT  faseer 3o 3
JEH AT T TR AT & TUT Tg AT ST & 1o 3 3oRTer el & fareey o fopw o
Tohd & 3R Tzt & fov Ay yar & g1f 3cued o Thd g1

Act of genocide
AHER FT FoI
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According to Article 6 of the Rome Statute of the ICC, “genocide” means any of the
following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or
religious group, as such.

ICC T 07 Ffflr & 3rfede 6 & ITAR, “TREER" 1 7Y O fonall ot e A & St fobelr ey,
ST, FECI AT TiHeh HHg T YOI 3T TR T H 775 el & 36T U fohar S|

The acts include, killing members of the group, causing serious bodily or mental harm to
members of the group, deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring
about its physical destruction in whole or in part, imposing measures intended to prevent
births within the group, forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

SoT el 7 HAG & HGEAT T §eT T, ﬁﬁmﬁnﬁﬁiﬁmmﬁﬁrq@w, THg W
STTSTeRY W Sitdet IRIEUTT AaT TS s@en qot a1 31iiien #iiforen faerer 81, @ofg & sfer
Uehel & 3682 W U 9] AT TUT HHE & Sl I Selqaeh (ol 31 Hog H TATATA R
T QAT &1

Widespread attack
SqT9FH gHAT

Under Article 7 of the Rome Statute, crimes against humanity are specific acts committed
as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against a civilian population, with
knowledge of that attack.

o AT & 3reTede 7 & AN, AleradT & favey 3rqwy 3§ fafise e ¢ i ol ATRen
m%mmmmﬁmimimﬁammmﬁmmyw
Ik

The Rome Statute lists a range of acts that may constitute crimes against humanity,
including murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation or forcible transfer of
populations, unlawful imprisonment, torture, rape and other forms of sexual violence,
persecution of identifiable groups on political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, religious or
gender grounds, enforced disappearance, apartheid, and other inhumane acts intentionally
causing serious physical or mental harm.

o7 WA 37 353 el by i &t © S ATeTaaT & fawetr 3raRer g Weve! 8, foi1o1 gedm, Wolg
faemer, arera, fvaTaeT 3ruan ETE) T Teqde FATHAT, AL HRIANE, AT, Tellch R qAT
I TE4T & 31 &, TS cleh, €T, TS, ST, HiEepicieh, enfdie a1 offdre 3R w
TEHTe Slel dTel HHET ohT Scdise, Teqdeh IAYGIT, TAE (3raTaigs) TuT a1siR AR ar
AR &1 Tt dTet 3o d HAANT FI MA &

Geneva convention

oear srfawsg

Article 8 of the Rome Statute defines war crimes as serious violations of international
humanitarian law committed during an armed conflict.

o7 WA 1 3reTede 8 Faur IR h1 HAET FOY & SR fhT 7T AR AT FTefet
& IR ool & §9 7 TR Har gl

The Court exercises jurisdiction particularly where such crimes are committed as part of a
plan or policy or on a large scale.

FATATT A &7 I 37 ATHAT 7 TR 1T T JANT HIdT § ST8T T 3TOeT fhaly Arstar ar
AT & 37T 3ryar 92 YA o Fw v gl

War crimes include grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions, such as wilful killing,
torture or inhuman treatment, wilfully causing great suffering or serious injury, unlawful
destruction or seizure of property, compelling prisoners of war to serve hostile forces, denying
prisoners a fair trial, unlawful deportation or confinement, and taking hostages.
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e TRyl 7 f3rerar rfRwaat 1 78R SeclerT AMA 8, S SileTegie] §cdT, ATl AT
HATAAI SATER, AR 3cATeh ST AT IR T Tg 1=, HIR T 313 faeirer a1 oo,
geerafedt I o Fall 1 HaT atet & v faaer e, 3¢ forsaer gorars & afd s, 3@
e a1 R JUT I TATAT|

e The statute also criminalises a broader range of serious violations of the laws and customs of
war

I |faftr geur & Frefal AR T & saTaes AR Seetaii ot o7 IRrer BN e B
e The statute applies these prohibitions to both international and non-international armed
conflicts.

I |fafer 3o Avel st 3Arsdr quT AR-3aRASET QAT Yo & T HErst 9T o] il B

On Israel’s actions

I Y FIEEAT ]

e In aprevious report dated September 16, 2025, the Commission has found that the Israeli
authorities and Israeli security forces have committed and are continuing to commit four
categories of underlying acts of genocide in the Gaza Strip with the specific intent to destroy,
in whole or in part, the Palestinian group, as such.

16 fAdaR, 2025 1 39eA 7d RAIE 7 AT o 9127 o Forrrelt qriroi 3R gorrrel geam
et o aTTaAT agdl 7 FRfereeielt Fog 1 qoia: a1 31ife §7 & 7ve et & AW 3582 § avwsR
T TR AT & 7T Fed U § 3R 3¢ ST @ g

e Three of those four categories are especially relevant to children, namely (i) killing members
of the group; (ii) causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; and (iii)

deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical
destruction in whole or in part.

31 IR AT & & et TaRIY &9 & st & Faftra g, 3147 (i) Fogg & FeeT & g ¥, (i)
g & TaxdT i IR AR T AT &3 Tgarem, 24T (i) FHg T STTeerent T St
aRTEATrAT A= T8 3HenT quf T i siifcien fa=mer & |

e They also found that the elements for crimes against humanity have been fulfilled in Gaza,
namely that attacks by the Israeli security forces since October 7, 2023 have involved
“multiple commission of acts” directed against any civilian population that are widespread or
systematic.

ﬁﬁagaﬁwﬁ:mmﬁmma:ﬁmaWﬁ%awqjgc%ﬁ 37T 7 3raeer, 2023 ¥
SO &I Tell SaRT FohT T §Hell & AR EIET & [aeets a9 o1 eFaieyd &9 4
“IHelsh g’ fHT T gl

e The Commission has found in a previous report in September 2025 that (i) the extensive
and deliberate targeting of Palestinians, including children, showed that the military
operations were not conducted solely to defeat Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups

as Israeli officials claimed, nor can they legitimately contribute to the other stated goals of
defending the state of Israel and securing the release of Israeli hostages.

AT & fAFER 2025 1 39 & R 7 9 13 (i) sre=it wfga Refaedfaat #1 same 3k
AR foARAAT FATT STTed T TE TISE EHT o Ay 31THATeT hefel g 3R 31~ Rpfereeiah
TAET HHET T WIToTcl ot & ToIT 8T T 71T A, ST fob Forrarelt IrferamiRat =¥ grar fama a,
3R 7 &1 3 SIS T T&T TAUT SR FhT AT RErS S DT Segeat & 9U &7 J A9ET &
Hehd &l

e (i) the intentional targeting of Palestinian children was intended to physically destroy the
larger Palestinian group in Gaza.

(ii) Rpferecielt a=a ST STTIETRT [RATT STt T 3eg e AT & saveh fhfarediet g &1
sifaes fa=mer & &
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e The Commission finds that Israeli security forces have committed the following war
crimes against and affecting Palestinian children, consistent with its findings in previous
reports: willful killing, torture and inhuman and degrading treatment causing severe physical
and psychological harm, willfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health
through deliberate deprivation and violence, intentionally directing attacks against the civilian
population, destruction of property, and outrages upon personal dignity, designed to
dehumanise and subjugate the Palestinian population, including children.

TN & AT T STl Y&t dall o fsfaediet aeal & favetr aur 3+¢ venfad et arer
Ao geur sy fFU E, Gﬁwﬁq‘ﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁm‘fé?ﬁgw g STeTe[gTehT g, ATclall
TUT AT 3R 3TATTSTAS FagR faad 73T eI vd AARAS aﬁﬁt@:—nﬁ STTAFTHRT
I e 3R TR o AT @ rcafreh st a1 373 AR &1fct T, ARTRE 3Hardr )
SATTSThT G FhelT, HUT T TAATRT TUT G TebclaTel ITRAT hl ITAT, [SieTent 3ee e seel Higed
R TAEANT 3TTETET T 3TATTAEOT 3R gHA =TT AT

e The report says that Israel continues to blatantly disregard the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) advisory opinion of 19 July 2024 in respect of the ‘Legal Consequences arising
from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem’, and importantly, the orders for provisional measures issued on 26 January, 28
March 2024 and 24 May 2024 in the case of the ‘Application of the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the Gaza Strip (South Africa v.
Israel), which are binding on Israel.

RAIE 3 gl 127 & 7o Sorrarer 31Teepc Thfereciiell &1, Toree qai T&erers o enfAer §, &
SRS T Aiferat AR TUT3 & Seeat hiefelt TRUTH’ Ll 19 FelT§ 2024 T HAWTET
AT (ICJ) Y RIARicHS T T GANTH Iagelall BT 6T &, TUT FIAT &7 § 917 qeér &
TREGR ORI T AehUTH 3R &3 T JITAEHY & TGN (STRYT ITPIHT T FoITel)

A 7 26 STeTa, 28 AT 2024 31 24 A 2024 it STRY 3TN 3UTAT & MR Fr off, i
SIS I STETDNRT & |

e Inthe case, South Africa accuses Israeli forces of genocide, but it could take years to
reach a conclusion.

59 ATHS H STRI0T 31RRT A SoR—Iel Tl T ATHER T 3T [T &, Jifehet 3ifa# sy a6
TEa # 5 a9 T o B

¢ The Commission’s findings, though not judicial determinations, may inform ongoing
international investigations and proceedings.

AT & frsad, JeIT =1 0T 7167 §, fohe oY & Tt @ 3iawredy st AR =R
FRiaIfEat & fore 3ueft 3R ver= T T & |
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30J6

U.S. firm Signa forays into India, to curb counterfeiters with Al

IARAY HY=Y Signa A Al Y #AGE ¥ ATAATSAT X A S9N & fAT AR F gaer fFam|

On the delay in India-U.S. trade deal

India and the US. announced in February 2025 that they would work towards a Bilateral Trade Agreement, but differences over agriculture and Russian oil, along

with legal battles in Washington and investigations initiated by the Trump administration, have clouded its prospects

EXPLAINER

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far:
ndia and the U.S. in February 2025
announced that they would work
towards a comprehensive Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA) that was to
be finalised by fall 2025. Then, in
February 2026, they signed a framework
agreement for an interim trade deal that
was to be implemented by April-May
2026. Neither deal has come to pass.

Why was the BTA delayed?

Soon after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and U.S. President Donald Trump
announced their intentions to complete a
BTA in February 2025, it became clear
that a comprehensive deal would be
elusive. The talk among government
officials was about finalising at least the
first tranche of the deal by fall 2025
(September-November 2025).

Talks intensified post April 2025, after
Mr. Trump first announced his ‘Liberation
Day’ reciprocal tariffs and then paused
them for 90 days so he could negotiate
deals with U.S. trade partners. However,
despite several meetings, India and the
U.S. could not finalise the first tranche,
with key sticking points being India’s
reluctance to open up its agricultural and
dairy sectors, and its decision to buy oil
from Russia.

In two successive announcements in
late July and early August, Mr. Trump
raised tariffs on imports from India to
25% and then to 50%, with the latter hike
being a penalty for India’s Russian oil
imports. This decision froze negotiations
for a few months before matters thawed
once again and talks resumed in October.

What is the interim deal?
Once talks resumed, Mr. Modi and Mr.
Trump in February 2026 signed a

k for an interim on
trade. This was not a trade deal itself, but
the framework along which one could be
worked out. At the time, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal expressed his
confidence that the deal would be
completed by April, or at the latest by
early May 2026.

Under the framework, the U.S. was to
reduce total tariffs on [ndlan unpons to
18%, providingita c i

GETTY IMAGES

Since then, the U.S. has taken several
decisions that have further added to the
tariff uncertainty.

Right after the Supreme Court’s
decision, Mr. Trump announced that he
would be imposing a flat 10% tariff on
imports from all countries under the
Trade Act of 1974, which he said
authorised him to take action to address
the USs ballooning trade deﬁclt This
tariff was d to last 150

over its competitors. Both sides also
committed to providing each other
preferential market access in “sectors of
respective interest”.

Why has this deal been delayed?
Soon after the framework was
announced, the U.S. Supreme Court
invalidated the reciprocal tariff system
itself, saying the law it was based on — the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA) of the U.S. — did not
allow for such tariffs. That removed a
major foundation on which the deal
negotiations had taken place.

days up to July 24. Mr Trump said he
would raise it to 15%, but never did.

The U.S. Court of International Trade
deemed these illegal as well, but an
appeals court put a stay on that order.

‘What fresh investigations have added
more uncertainty?
In March, the office of the U.S. Trade
Representative (USTR) said it had initiated
two investigations under Section 301 of
the Trade Act into several of its trade
partners that could potentially see further
tariffs being imposed on them.

The first investigation against 16

30J6. On the delay in India-U.S. trade deal
HRA-IANFT AR FAsld H A R

economies, including India, was to see
whether these economies were using
excess manufacturing capacity to export
to the U.S. in a manner that was hurting
American businesses.

The second one, against 60 countries
including India, was to look into whether
these countries had taken “sufficient
steps” to prohibit the import of goods
produced with forced labour and how the
“failure to eradicate” these practices
impacts U.S. workers and businesses.

Under the forced labour investigation,
the U.S. government in early June
proposed to levy a tariff of 12.5% on
imports from 54 countries, including
India, as they have “failed to impose and

THE GIST

v

India and the U.S. missed both
the planned 2025 Bilateral
Trade Agreement and the 2026
interim deal after
disagreements over
agriculture, dairy and Russian
oil imports, followed by shifting
U.S. tariff policies and legal
challenges that disrupted
negotiations.

v

New U S. Sectlon 301
into excess

effectively enforce” prohibitions on the
import of goods produced using forced
labour. To be sure, this does not mean the
U.S. is saying that India uses forced
labour, but that it has not stopped the
import of goods that have been
manufactured using forced labour.

India has made its representations to
the U.S. on this matter and the final
hearing is on July 7. The findings of the
excess capacity investigations are
expected in mid-July.

What is India’s stance on the deal?
As repeatedly expressed by Mr. Goyal,
India remains committed to finalising a
trade deal with the U.S. but is firm about
the fact that it should receive a
comparative advantage over its
competitors as was agreed in February.
For this, the Section 301 investigations
will have to be completed and the tariffs
decided on various countries.

In the meantime, the two sides
continue to negotiate on the other
non-tariff aspects of the deal, such as
enhanced market access, digital trade,
supply chain resilience, reduction of
non-tariff barriers, and expanded

cooperation in strategic sectors. The latest

visit by USTR Jamieson Greer to India on
June 23-24 did not yield any deadlines.

manufacturing capacity and
forced-labour-related imports
have delayed tariff decisions,
while both sides continue
negotiating non-tariff issues,
with India insisting on a
comparative tariff advantage
before finalising the deal.

India and the U.S. announced in February 2025 that they would work towards a Bilateral
Trade Agreement, but differences over agriculture and Russian oil, along with legal
battles in Washington and investigations initiated by the Trump administration, have
clouded its prospect.

R 3R IARST o Wadr 2025 # Givor Fr oY fF I gRvsfir saar @Azt (Bilateral Trade
Agreement) 3T ferm & il 33, foe] R TUT Tt A T A AT & ArY-HY FRYeTET F
Tl TET FTeTel) ISTSAT 31 TFT TRATHT SaRT G Y 1S el of SHHT HHATAT b GfHeT T

fear gl

Then, in February 2026, they signed a framework agreement for an interim trade deal that
was to be implemented by April-May 2026.

o 916 BIat 2026 H Il orif of Teh IHaRHA SR FAgIT & forv @ aastia

(Framework Agreement) TR g&c&T T, o1& 3riter-#§ 2026 e ofre] foma STrer 2|

However, despite several meetings, India and the U.S. could not finalise the first tranche,
with key sticking points being India’s reluctance to open up its agricultural and dairy
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sectors, and its decision to buy oil from Russia.

gleilieh, S SSehi & dTds] AR HR TIFA T HANFT TASNT & Tgal TI0T 1 3ifH & 76T
< ek | 38 YW AR HRA i 370e1 Y 3R 378 8= 1 Tielel 7 oo JUTFF T ad
Tlieat & forofa I

This was not a trade deal itself, but the framework along which one could be worked out.

I T IS SATIR GHSAT FAET 2T, ST Va7 TGN SEATAST 2T, Forgeh 3R 9 37191 eI’
AT IR fRIT SIT TeheT 2T

Under the framework, the U.S. was to reduce total tariffs on Indian imports to 18%,
providing it a competitive advantage over its competitors.

$H TRAT & TN TIFA ToT FANGT I HRAT HATAT I Frel Yo TR 18% LT T,
TS TR T 3791 FTeTTRIT hT Jofall & Ficeaiicssh of1eT Yo giell|

Both sides also committed to providing each other preferential market access in “sectors
of respective interest”.

gt gett & “orREaRs = arer Al ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁm@ (Preferential Market
Access) el Fiat dI ¢ gfdaerar saed $I|

Why has this deal been delayed?

ww@aﬁaﬁmfrgé%?

Soon after the framework was announced, the U.S. Supreme Court invalidated the
reciprocal tariff system itself, saying the law it was based on — the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of the U.S. — did not allow for such tariffs.

TGT (Framework) ST B0 & T d16 JARNHT ITITH T o IREIRNF Yoh
(Reciprocal Tariff) Sa€dT &l &1 AT Blf¥d T &A1 3N a1 o [ Hiefet — AT
JraTaTel 3nfde afFaat sftfAweT (IEEPA) — R ag 3maa a1, a8 08 et i 3regAfa
oTe &l

That removed a major foundation on which the deal negotiations had taken place.

SEY TE YHW 3TUR FATS &1 3121, f IR 38 Fagila) i arard menmia of|

Right after the Supreme Court’s decision, Mr. Trump announced that he would be imposing

a flat 10% tariff on imports from all countries under the Trade Act of 1974, which he said
authorised him to take action to address the U.S.’s ballooning trade deficit.

ITIAH AR & 40T & Rl a1 ot o & ewor 1 1% 3 1974 & =R rfefagsr (Trade
Act of 1974) & 3eeTeT Tl et & leT dTel 3T TR 10% HT FHIA Yo TN | IoTehl Shgal AT
for I8 ITRARTH 3¢ 3ANFT F Ted AR "1 ¥ AU & [T F1Las ala &1 38R &ar gl

The first investigation against 16 economies, including India, was to see whether these
economies were using excess manufacturing capacity to export to the U.S. in a manner
that was hurting American businesses.

R Tfed 16 rdeaawumsit & faeeys ugel SATd &I 3663T TE TdT o9 AT o & 3 &er
srfafkea RfasAToT smAaT 7 39T F3 AR 1 0 33T W w7 € Traw 3aR$r cgaamt

T e dTeT &1 T6T 8

The second one, against 60 countries including India, was to look into whether these
countries had taken “sufficient steps” to prohibit the import of goods produced with forced
labour and how the “failure to eradicate” these practices impacts U.S. workers and
businesses.

a1 ST, St 3R gt 60 20T & Tave & 915, T 38T T SWT AT o 1 5T =i o aelre]
#3 (Forced Labour) & TRfHT a&3i o 3TeT o= Aeh ofeTled o {7 “qiTeed H&a” 3610 § T
ST TUT3HT T “TATCT T A ATaar F1 AN #f@F1 3R sgg@mat ) #2371 97419 93ar1 8|

Under the forced labour investigation, the U.S. Government in early June proposed to
levy a 12.5% tariff on imports from 54 countries, including India, as they have “failed to
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impose and effectively enforce” prohibitions on the import of goods produced using forced

labour.

TAT HH AT & T ST & TRFH F AR TFR o (R Al 54 S T gl dTed 37A7d |

12.5% e STl T TETd I, Fioh SeTeh TR 3oT ST F TelTe] 813 W AT aeait &

AT R Ffeiaredt &l “ofmy et 3 vl w0 & wafela #3 & Rwperar @

e To be sure, this does not mean the U.S. is saying that India uses forced labour, but that it
has not stopped the import of goods that have been manufactured using forced labour.

TAST §T H, TR Y I g1 ¢ [ HANST I g @ ¢ b AR TIT TolTel AH T 3T FIAT

¢, afceh 3T et & T TR & et #137 & ATHT a&I3it & a1 Y wfieed & § 767 Vel &

¢ In the meantime, the two sides continue to negotiate on the other non-tariff aspects of the
deal, such as enhanced market access, digital trade, supply chain resilience, reduction of
non-tariff barriers, and expanded cooperation in strategic sectors.

ﬁmﬁaﬁqﬁw@ﬁﬁmﬂuﬁu%@sﬁ,é@a@mmqﬁ,%ﬁmw, amgfet
@l Y goodr, IR arenat 7 wolr qur torelifas et F faeaRa ggater o3 ardt oy

WU

Has RBI changed the rules for
scam compensation?

Who can claim compensation, how much can they receive, and what are the eligibility conditions?

Aroon Degj

The story so far:

he Reserve Bank of India (RB)
.on Wednesday issued fresh
rules to protect customers from

scam transactions where they
lose money to fraudsters and
cyberattacks. These directions amend the
RBI’s 2017 circular on “Limiting Liability
of Customers in Unauthorised Electronic

ing Transactions”. That previous

framework only left banks liable to
compensate scammed customers if
transactions were not even authorised by
customers, such as in a successful hacking
incident. These rules are only a pilot for
now, but may be extended in the future.
They are effective from January 1, 2027,
and last for the year.

‘What has the RBI changed?

In Wednesday’s amendments, a draft
version of which was released for public
comment in March, customers can get
reimbursed when they fall prey to certain
scams, like digital arrests (where they are
“coerced” into paying money), or when

one-time passcodes (OTPs) are
“fraudulently” stolen from them. Most
financial fraud currently relies on “social
engineering” attacks, which require
hoodwinking customers in one way or
another; since banks’ core cybersecurity
infrastructure is heavily regulated and
subject to RBI audits, “zero click” hacks
are vanishingly rare.

The new key concept is “fraudulent
electronic banking transactions (EBTs)”.
RBI defines these as transactions which
are “executed by a third-party using the
credentials obtained from the customer
through fraudulent means or executed by
the customer by granting approval under
coercion or duress from the third-party”
or “an EBT which is not authorised by a
customer and inter alia includes an EBT
occurring on account of negligence by a

increased to five calendar days from three
working days. As in the 2017 rules, if any
amount is deducted after a customer
reports fraud, the customer bears no
liability and is entitled to a reversal of the
transaction.

Banks can waive customers’ liability
even if a transaction is negligent, but this
is subject to their own discretion. If a user
does not have their latest phone number
or email address registered with the bank,
this counts as negligence, as the bank
would not send fraud alerts to the right
contact.

How much compensation can
customers receive?

For losses up to 50,000, individual
victims can claim 85% of the amount as

bank and/or a third-party breach.”

This means that customers who ignore
fraud signal warnings, such as those on a
UPI PIN screen that a given transaction
could be a scam, would not be eligible for
any compensation. In cases of a
third-party hack, the timeline for a
customer to report the loss has been

comp ion, only once in their lifetime,
up to ¥25,000. (This means that for any
amount from 329,412 till ¥50,000,
customers will receive a flat ¥25,000
compensation.) Roughly three-fourths of
the amount will be paid by RBI itself,
while the customer and beneficiary banks
will pay half the remaining amount.

A customer must report to the

cybercrime helpline (1930) within five
days to be eligible for this. It is worth
noting that scams above 350,000 don’t
seem to be covered in this framework at
all.

What changed between the draft and
final rules?

From the March draft, banks have been
given more time to implement this new
system; the draft rules had a July 1
effective date. This is now January 1, 2027.
Complaint settlement timelines are also
now increased to 45-60 days, with the
latter applying for international
transactions.

Dvara Research, a non-profit financial
inclusion think tank, had suggested that
the vulnerability of customers be taken
into account. “Research suggests that
Indians encounter fraud attempts
multiple times a week, that these
attempts are growing more sophisticated,
and therefore, it is not unlikely that
customers may fall for them more than
once,” the body wrote.

“Vulnerable customers may not be
expected to meet high standards of
attentiveness or defend themselves
against frauds that are sophisticated even
for the more evolved customers ... Under
the Indian Contract Act, contracts
executed under information asymmetry,
external influence, or fraudulent pretext
are voidable... Bundling such different
transactions under the common
definition of ‘authorised transaction’
diminishes their fundamental difference
and may even reduce the significance of a
liability framework.”

30J6. Has RBI changed the rules for scam compensation?

1 AR Rra 3% (RBI) o era@med) § wafta ganasr & st & aRade g2

THE GIST

-

RBI’s revised rules expand
customer protection by
allowing compensation for
certain fraud caused by
coercion or stolen credentials,
not just unauthorised
transactions.

-

Eligible customers can claim
up to 325,000 for losses of up
10 750,000 if they report the
fraud within five days; the pilot
framework takes effect from
January 1,2027.

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Wednesday issued fresh rules to protect customers
from scam transactions where they lose money to fraudsters and cyberattacks.

R Rerd d%F (RBI) 7 FUaAR T ATgeh! 1 GTETEN aTel AeT-8e, ST TUT WIFaR gHAI & HROT
gt arelt o g1fey & same & forw a7v fargs Sy fopu|

e These directions amend the RBI’s 2017 circular on “Limiting Liability of Customers in
Unauthorised Electronic Banking Transactions”.

3 TAERT “3TATOFeT SATeiieren dTheT ofet-&eT 7 ATGaI Y ST NfAT FI” T RBI F 2017 F
o 7 T A2 |

e That previous framework only left banks liable to compensate scammed customers if
transactions were not even authorised by customers, such as in a successful hacking

incident.
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U SHTEAT & ITHR AHT T haol 361 AHeA 31 tramerst & RFR amgant i atforgfed F gt
oY, STET leT-ST ATEehT AT TRl 81 o1 &Y, S Forelr Toher Bfar AT et |
They are effective from January 1, 2027, and last for the year.

q 1 SreradY 2027 § FATAT gieT 3R T A ek ey & |

What has the RBI changed?
RBI & 41 9gaa e §?

In Wednesday’s amendments, a draft version of which was released for public comment in
March, customers can get reimbursed when they fall prey to certain scams, like digital
arrests (where they are “coerced” into paying money), or when one-time passcodes
(OTPs) are “fraudulently” stolen from them.

FUER FT TR FeeE! #, fSaenr 969 A & grdsifas fReoaforat & fav SRy forar arar ar,
ARH! 1 Ho TAAT Y@t 71 SR gt o Fffed aree g1 Fehaht, 18 e fPrwardy
(S 3¢ T 31T el o ToIT “HTqR” foh T SITCAT &), 37UaT ST 3ofoh ToT-CIGH TRHIE
(OTP) “eNETerfigds” ured & forw o7dt &

Most financial fraud currently relies on “social engineering” attacks, which require
hoodwinking customers in one way or another; since banks’ core cybersecurity

infrastructure is heavily regulated and subject to RBI audits, “zero click” hacks are
vanishingly rare.

FaATT & 31Trerrer AT araEmers) “aYere sNfAaRer’ gel 9 3mnRd aidT &, foas ford-a-
Tl TR & FATEhT T ATAT Toha SITCT 1 <k AT ohT ol WA J&T FIGAT ohs st 31
RBI 33 & 31efieT B, sfov “R-fFas” 8% sicda gow €1

The new key concept is “fraudulent electronic banking transactions (EBTs)”.

S8 NI 1 YW 77 RAgHid “aTaradiqet aaeiiae dfh -3 (EBTs)” 81

RBI defines these as transactions which are “executed by a third-party using the
credentials obtained from the customer through fraudulent means or executed by the
customer by granting approval under coercion or duress from the third-party” or “an

EBT which is not authorised by a customer and inter alia includes an EBT occurring on
account of negligence by a bank and/or a third-party breach.”

RBI & v¢ U8 dieT-Gaf o &9 3 GRS fRam 8, 3« 987 garT e & eamersiqot &l &
YT YHATOT-31 T 3UANT FTah FRT SATT 3T AT GaRT 1Y 8T & Ga1d AT Faeed! &
Tl a4 fre smd”, 3rerar “QF saareifare AT d=-81 Y Aee q@n rftiga o & aur
TSreTet & oY STaaTd srera e TaT i AT T F HROTEU A& 8t anfdrer gfl”

This means that customers who ignore fraud signal warnings, such as those on a UPI PIN

screen that a given transaction could be a scam, would not be eligible for any
compensation.

st A & T 3 Amgs S eErerE Gat IaafAat, S UPIL PIN She 9T Te iR fhelt aie-a
& HTETErSY glel hl AT, i ATl i o, o Tehdir o axfergfet & oy =€t ghat|

In cases of a third-party hack, the timeline for a customer to report the loss has been
increased to five calendar days from three working days.

AT a7 g@RT T & AT I ATEF SART GlieT T FT Sot ol FHAI-HHAT eliet w14 gt &
ToTeh T Faist Raw A & S ¥

As in the 2017 rules, if any amount is deducted after a customer reports fraud, the
customer bears no liability and is entitled to a reversal of the transaction.

2017 F forgait 1 Aif, TS Imge GanT eiETerE: Hr Fa & F 916 PIS AR FHedr §, A 37T
PIS STT AT BPIT TUT TG 3 olel-CoT T AT FTed T DR I

Banks can waive customers’ liability even if a transaction is negligent, but this is subject to
their own discretion.
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d el ATRETEIOT o7 T Tl 3 off amgant ohr ST AT R Feh! &, o] I8 3eTh
fde o AR e

If a user does not have their latest phone number or email address registered with the
bank, this counts as negligence, as the bank would not send fraud alerts to the right
contact.

e Tl STGNTRAT o T ANATH Wl e 37T A TAT e H TSliehel oAgT AT, o 4
ATIETEY ATAT ST, FAiTeh 0y feufa & dF T8y guss ux enarersY Gt Samas) A8 S arear|

How much compensation can customers receive?

et Y Rereht arferfet fover e ¥

For losses up to 50,000, individual victims can claim 85% of the amount as compensation,
only once in their lifetime, up to ¥25,000.

50,000 ek T gTTat glet TR cafarctared S 85% MY cieh a1fargfet 1 arar oY Henel 8, ey I
giaur Sfaer 7 Faer T TR 3T el 3R 3HTeehce T25,000 T WA Q|

(This means that for any amount from ¥29,412 till ¥50,000, customers will receive a flat
25,000 compensation.)

(37T 29,412 T 1T 50,000 ok 1 forddY 8t g1fer X ATE=hY it 31T&HaH 25,000 T AT
gifargfet fowam )

Roughly three-fourths of the amount will be paid by RBI itself, while the customer and
beneficiary banks will pay half the remaining amount.

ol TITRY AT oFa1a79T fieT-THITE 19T RBI T dgeT 3T, STefeh QY IR hr ST 19T ATEH 3R
ameeft d& ageT HET

A customer must report to the cybercrime helpline (1930) within five days to be eligible for
this.

58 G T AT UTeel et o FoIT ATeh ! aier et o i AIga 3ToRTeT Feqannsgat (1930) W
fRIRId gt =t grefl|

It is worth noting that scams above ¥50,000 do not seem to be covered in this framework at
all

TE SEaEHT & 5 250,000 & 37 B evETerdY S caaEAT & Hadie e A g gl

What changed between the draft and final rules?

Waﬁtaiﬁﬂﬁwﬁa?aﬁirmqﬁaﬂ?rgw

From the March draft, banks have been given more time to implement this new system; the
draft rules had a July 1 effective date.

AT oh U6 Y JoIeTT & dehl bl S T3 SHAEYT Y 1] el oh foIT 31Tk T feam I &, 9re
AT 7 58 1 Jer$ & o] fohar S geariad 2|

This is now January 1, 2027.

3T SHET gHTET AT 1 Steady 2027 T TS

Complaint settlement timelines are also now increased to 45-60 days, with the latter
applying for international transactions.

RIFIIT AFaROT HI TET-TAT off 319 TeI 45-60 T FX &Y 7S ¥, ST awrsdT -3 &
T 60 f&et T Foz-diAT orey glah |

Dvara Research, a non-profit financial inclusion think tank, had suggested that the
vulnerability of customers be taken into account.

garT R, St farelr wamaereT oY &R &3e aTel Ueh AR-STeThRY QY ST ¥, 7 geira fer o
fo armgent &t AageTefieraT @1 $ff eaTet 3 Y@ ST @nfgu
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o “Research suggests that Indians encounter fraud attempts multiple times a week, that
these attempts are growing more sophisticated, and therefore, it is not unlikely that
customers may fall for them more than once,” the body wrote.

YT & forr T “IreTaeTer § vt Terar ¢ i SRl Y aeame & 8§ a1 aiErs) & vl F
HIHAT AT ST &, T T SRR 3T TSR 81 oI I &, R SHTAT g 31697d 7161 & T
IATgh Teh T 31T0F IR 57 ASR g S0 |”

e “Vulnerable customers may not be expected to meet high standards of attentiveness or
defend themselves against frauds that are sophisticated even for the more evolved customers
Under the Indian Contract Act, contracts executed under information asymmetry, external
influence, or fraudulent pretext are voidable... Bundling such different transactions under the
common definition of ‘authorised transaction’ diminishes their fundamental difference and
may even reduce the significance of a liability framework.”

“HACALNS TG W AF ITU&TT 6T T ol Hhell oh I AT HelehdT & IRE & AT W GRS

Union Cabinet okays
330,000 cr. additional
investment in NIIF for

new fund creation

4GS Il Economy ]
The Hindu Bureau QQ
NEW DELHI
The Union Cabinet hasap-  This additional

proved an additional in- investment of 330,000
vestment by the Govern-  crore will be used to set
ment qf India of ?30’000 up NIIF's second

crore in the National In- i fragirucrure focussed
;f:;“;ﬁ;:i d‘i}‘limlgﬁsg:e% fund. the successor to its
for its upcoming funds, the ﬁr'_S[ flagship fund with

this mandate

government announced on
Monday.

The decision itself was
taken last week, it said.
This would take the go-
vernment’s total commit-
ment in NIIF to 360,000
crore. The NIIF is India’s
sovereign anchored fund,
in which the government
of India is a 49% sharehol-
der. It currently manages
capital commitments of
about %40,000 crore
across its funds and invest-
ment strategies, the go-
vernment said.

“We are grateful for this
allocation of 330,000
crore, which is a strong
reaffirmation of Govern-
ment support to NIIF and
reinforces the catalytic
capital model that has de-
fined NIIF since inception,”
Sanjiv Aggarwal, Managing
Director and CEO of NIIF
said.

New fund

According to a release by
NIIF, this additional alloca-
tion from the government
will help NIIF raise larger
funds, attract investors
across geographies, and
deepen its presence in key
sectors of the economy.

The government said that
this additional investment
of 30,000 crore will be
used to set up NIIF’s se-
cond infrastructure fo-
cussed fund, the successor
to its first flagship fund
with this mandate.

“NIF  Infrastructure
Fund I is proposed to have
a target corpus of close to
30,000 crore and is ex-
pected to undertake in-
vestments across transpor-
tation, energy, digital
infrastructure, and emerg-
ing areas such as urban in-
frastructure and e-mobili-
ty” the government
release said.

It added that the alloca-
tion will also support NI-
IF’s new fund strategies
and upcoming bilateral
and strategic funds.

“Over the past decade,
Gol’s anchor commitment
has enabled us to build a
very strong institutional in-
vestor base, spanning lead-
ing sovereign wealth
funds, pension funds, mul-
tilateral and bilateral insti-
tutions, and domestic fi-
nancial institutions,” Mr.

Aggarwal added.

IETeTST T & TG T T&T Y e, SiT 31eTa7ell ATgehi h Tor off
TeAllquT 8. SR wfaer sifafees & 3icsta gaar i srsmTdT,
STEXT a7 3727 ErerSIqot 3R O foRT 70 3ieerer foed fohw i
T &... T ot TR & oief-&eT I Tl SIeT-Gof” &7 T &1
AR & 3ceTel [T 3oTah FHeleTd 3 I el T ol § AT ST
Haell cqaTuT & Agcd Y 8 'eT Thdrgl”

30J6. Union Cabinet okays ¥30,000 cr. additional
investment in NIIF for new fund creation

FET ARAST A NIIF 7 7T 63 & Foial & T 230,000
U3 F Arfafera fder w1 wsd &

e The Union Cabinet approves additional investment in
NIIF

Firr AfYHSS 7 NIIF # srfaRea o s Ay &

e The Union Cabinet has approved an additional investment
by the Government of India of 30,000 crore in the National
Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) to be used for its
upcoming funds, the government announced on Monday.

HFAT ANHST 3 R TIHR SIRT TE AT T T FY
(NIIF) 3 35k 3T haf & forw 3u2Ner fahv STt 8 230,000 3105 &
srfafera foraer st #Asd & &1 8, ForahT eyor SR & §iFar &t $

e The decision itself was taken last week, it said.
WHR = Fgl Toh Tg AT Rcer weare & forr arar am

e This would take the government’s total commitment in NIIF
to ¥60,000 crore.
A NIIF 7 TR T Fel Ffdeetiar 60,000 03 &1 Sesf|

e The NIIF is India’s sovereign anchored fund, in which the
Government of India is a 49% shareholder.

NIIF 3R T WAl Ths $3 ¢, TTH dRdT TEHR T 49% TeEderY
gl

e It currently manages capital commitments of about ¥40,000
crore across its funds and investment strategies, the government
said.

TSR  Fgl o IIATT H Tg 39 ATt Hat 3R fder oeifaat
& 37Tl STeTaTeT 40,000 FU5 T it Tfaeeransit &1 e Har
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o “We are grateful for this allocation of 30,000 crore, which is a strong reaffirmation of
Government support to NIIF and reinforces the catalytic capital model that has defined NIIF
since inception,” Sanjiv Aggarwal, Managing Director and CEO of NIIF said.

NIIF & yarer faderss va 7&T ISR s (CEO) Halla 3raratel ¥ #hel, ‘64 30,000 F3
o 38 3T o [T IMTRT &, ST NIIF 3 9l SRHR & Tl T Holgd Jayioe § iR Tammer &
AT A NIIF T IgaeT & 3R Yol Alse i 3R g aargl”

¢ New fund
o FAATHS

e According to a release by NIIF, this additional allocation from the government will help NIIF
raise larger funds, attract investors across geographies, and deepen its presence in key
sectors of the economy.

NIIF aRT ST fa1fSe & 31eTaR, TR & 9T Jg 3ifdRerd 3fdeet NIIF &I 93 B3 S,
fafPet sitanfores &1t & Tderent sl AT et TUT IeTaET & YAW &iat # 391 3uTeufa
I 3R AT A H HGIAT HMT|

e The government said that this additional investment of 30,000 crore will be used to set up
NIIF’s second infrastructure focussed fund, the successor to its first flagship fund with this
mandate.

TR =1 e T 30,000 FAUF T Jg TR [T NIIF & Ga IFa@TTAT-Higed 63
TATIAT o FIT STHNT foham ST, St 38 36T dlel 38eh Tgol TT S T STRITAHNT g1

o “NIIF Infrastructure Fund Il is proposed to have a target corpus of close to 30,000 crore
and is expected to undertake investments across transportation, energy, digital
infrastructure, and emerging areas such as urban infrastructure and e-mobility,” the
government release said.

TR faAfCT & gl 11 % NIIF Infrastructure Fund Il T SEdTAT o8 I 31T
£30,000 3 1911 3R 5 ATIH & IRaed, Fai1, Bfored srawrasr aur agd srgwtg«n v
E-Afafad S 3R &137 & [Aaer v sie i 3meT E

e It added that the allocation will also support NIIF’s new fund strategies and upcoming
bilateral and strategic funds.

faafea # a7 o svgr 711 1 Ig 3mac NIIF & 7% %8 0T 94T 3meTaT gfausiir 3
TuTAfa® Hal or Y GHYT TereT H3am|

e “Over the past decade, Gol’s anchor commitment has enabled us to build a very strong
institutional investor base, spanning leading sovereign wealth funds, pension funds,
multilateral and bilateral institutions, and domestic financial institutions,” Mr. Aggarwal
added.

A} IAAT o 3T g, TS Ueh 2ok H AR FIHR Y T Tfaeyrar 2 g8 Teh Hcdd Holged
e e TR fasfa et & qarst sarn &, foe vy wiade doy o3, Jer %3,
Tguely v gfavalia weute TuT ekl el weume anfder §1°

FPIs pour in a record 353,300 cr. to compensate for debt equity exit
oSt e

MUMBAI

nors of bonds in the FAR
category in a bid to deepen
bond markets. The move
also comes at a time when

times and General Limit in-
vestments increased from
an outflow of %100 crore
last month. The increase in

June 2026. This led to a net
inflow of about ¥334 crore
in all instruments, accord-
ing to data from NSDL.

to higher valuations and a
depreciated rupee. Equity
outflow, however, conti-
nued for the fourth consec-

(FAR) — a large section of
which could be attributed
to government securities.

Foreign Institutional Inves- Inflows in the General

tors (FIT) poured a record
¥53,363 crore in all types
of debt securities to com-
pensate for a near equal
amount sold in equities in

Debt security invest-
ments are classified into
General Limit, Voluntary
Retention Route (VRR) and
Fully Accessible Route

Limit and Fully Accessible
Route (FAR) came in at
¥28,196 and ¥21,788 crore
in June 2026. FAR bond in-
vestments were up five

inflows comes weeks after
the Ministry of Finance ex-
empted government secur-
ities from long-term capital
gains and increased the te-

the overall foreign investor
behaviour leans towards
aversion to the Indian mar-
kets, largely due to sub-par
returns in equities owing

utive month to 51,456
crore in June 2026. In the
past six months put togeth-
er, equity outflows alone
were ¥2.76 lakh crore.
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30J6. FPIs pour in a record ¥53,300 cr. to compensate for debt equity exit
x0T 31X ST ¥ TR Y 9UTE & T FPI o RS 53,300 F8 F7 Aaer fHam

Fll investment in Debt Securities

ot sfavsiforat & Fil &1 fovder

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIl) poured a record ¥53,363 crore in all types of debt
securities to compensate for a near equal amount sold in equities in June 2026.

et weamra dert (FiI) 7 1 2026 7 3fFad) 31 wreremy G TfRY T fehy & oRars Feet
& oI #elr w1 For wfasrfaat (Debt Securities) 7 RehrS 53,363 43 7 fovaer fama|

This led to a net inflow of about ¥334 crore in all instruments, according to data from NSDL.
NSDL & 3fTehsl & 3eTaR, S T fAder st & SITe1eT T334 FAF T Yy FaTE (Inflow)

ot foram arm|

Debt security investments are classified into General Limit, Voluntary Retention Route
(VRR) and Fully Accessible Route (FAR) — a large section of which could be attributed to
government securities.

o1 wfasifer (Debt Security) 7 T3 &I s faffie (General Limit), ¥Ra wfaemor amt
(Voluntary Retention Route- VRR) 3R qufd: gers7 AT (Fully Accessible Route- FAR) &
gafiepe foham STl &, TSieTehT weh w97 e eam wXarT wiaeifat (Government Securities) &
Tafd & Ihdr gl

Inflows in the General Limit and Fully Accessible Route (FAR) came in at ¥28,196 and
21,788 crore in June 2026.

ST 2026 # FeRel fATAE (General Limit) & 3 28,196 FRU$ 74T IUI: JoIsT AT (FAR)
& 37T 21,788 FT T (AL TATE &of T T

FAR bond investments were up five times and General Limit investments increased from an
outflow of ¥100 crore last month.

FAR & 3791 siies f3aer & die a1 Jef2 g3, Sfafer steer fafie & i faaer oo #8=
F 100 FUT & Ffgvamg (Outflow) & §¢ =T

The increase in inflows comes weeks after the Ministry of Finance exempted government
securities from long-term capital gains and increased the tenors of bonds in the FAR
category in a bid to deepen bond markets.

fader yare (Inflows) # Ig Jefr famr #arera SarT WHRY gfasifaat s S qeftare amsr
(Long-Term Capital Gains) & B¢ &= TUT FAR A0l # afes #Y 3rafer (Tenors of Bonds) dew
& T TClg 916 §5 &, ToIaehT 3682 d1es ATSRT I 3R ITET =111 8

The move also comes at a time when the overall foreign investor behaviour leans towards
aversion to the Indian markets, largely due to sub-par returns in equities owing to higher
valuations and a depreciated rupee.

Ig oA W THI 3771 § ST THT &9 4 faeelt fderet o1 Tommer sielir arerRt & gt sy &
3R &, TSRt Y@ ROT 34 Hediha (Higher Valuations) 7T FHAR $9d (Depreciated
Rupee) & ®ROT 3fFad) 7 3itwa & & 9fawd (Sub-par Returns) gl

Equity outflow, however, continued for the fourth consecutive month to 51,456 crore in
June 2026.

graiite, sfaadr & afddats (Equity Outflow) ST 2026 # TR =td AT o IRy W1 3R T%
¥51,456 FU3 TET|
In the past six months put together, equity outflows alone were ¥2.76 lakh crore.

oo o8 AT 7 Fad giFad) ¥ afRvar & €2.76 a1@ F3 @1
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U.S. firm Signa forays into India,
to curb counterfeiters with Al

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

U.S.-based brand protec-
tion and investigations

firm Signa Techlaw Corp.
has entered the Indian
market, marking its first ex-
pansion into the Asia-Pacif-
ic region. Established in
2023 by Daniel Estrada and
Andrés Argoti, the compa-
ny combines artificial intel-
ligence with investigative
expertise to detect coun-
terfeit products, unauthor-
ized sellers, and illicit trade
networks across digital and
physical marketplaces.

Industry reports have
consistently identified Chi-
na, India, and Turkey as
some of the world’s largest
sources of counterfeit
goods, underlining the
scale of the global
challenge

Mr. Estrada, who has
served as a reserve police
lieutenant attached to
crime investigations and
Interpol, aims to position
Signa as a technology-dri-
ven platform supporting
international organizations
in tackling illicit trade orig-
inating from these regions.

“The problem is no lon-
ger limited to luxury goods
or fashion accessories.
Counterfeit  medicines,
cosmetics, food items, and
alcoholic beverages are in-
creasingly reaching con-
sumers, posing significant
risks to public health and
safety,” Daniel Estrada,

) \Y

On a mission: Founder and Chief Executive Officer Daniel Estrada,

left, with co-founder Andrés Argoti. BY ARRANGEMENT

Founder and Chief Execu-

tive Officer of Signa, said in
an interview.
“Today, the largest

counterfeit marketplace is
no longer a traditional
street market—it is online.
As consumers increasingly
shop digitally, counterfei-
ters have followed them,”
he emphasised.

India’s counterfeit trade
is rapidly shifting to digital
platforms, with e-com-
merce websites and social
media emerging as key dis-
tribution channels, he
added.

According to the ASPA-
CRISIL State of Counter-
feiting in India 2025 re-
port, online platforms ac-
count for 53% of
counterfeit purchases,
while nearly 89% of urban
Indian consumers have un-
knowingly or knowingly
purchased counterfeit pro-
ducts at least once.

Signa’s technology plat-

form collects intelligence
including seller identities,
payment information,
phone numbers, and loca-
tion data to assist investiga-
tions and enforcement
agencies.

The company is current-
ly working with more than
32 brands across 12 coun-
tries and has identified
counterfeit products worth
over $150 million globally,
and has supported enfor-
cement actions safeguard-
ing products valued at
more than $40 million, it
said.

With India’s digital eco-
nomy expanding rapidly
and online shopping be-
coming mainstream,
brand protection is expect-
ed to become an even grea-
ter priority for businesses.

Signa plans to initially
focus on sectors such as
pharmaceuticals, health-
care, cosmetics, food, and
beverages, where counter-

feit products can have se-
rious consequences for
consumer safety. Later, it
will foray into garments
and lifestyle segments.

The company is already
supporting global clients
including Procter & Gam-
ble, Roche, Diageo, and
several multinational phar-
maceutical and spirits
companies operating in
India.

It is also collaborating
with investigators, law
firms, and enforcement
authorities while streng-
thening its local presence.
Additionally, Signa is deve-
loping a WhatsApp-based
verification tool that will
enable consumers and
authorities to authenticate
products simply by sharing
a photograph.

The company’s infras-
tructure runs on AWS,
where it uses Amazon Dy-
namoDB as its primary op-
erational database and
event-driven  serverless
services to process mil-
lions of data points
efficiently.

“On the Al side, we lev-
erage OpenAl’s models to-
gether with our own pro-
prietary detection and
investigation pipelines to
identify counterfeit pro-
ducts, analyse evidence,
and automate complex en-
forcement workflows
across marketplaces, social
media, and the open web,”
co-founder Andrés Argoti
said.

30J6. U.S. firm Signa forays into India, to curb counterfeiters with Al

IARFY FY= Signa A Al Y AGE ¥ ATAATST I U o9 & fAT AR & gaer fFam|
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U.S.-based brand protection and investigations firm Signa Techlaw Corp. has entered the
Indian market, marking its first expansion into the Asia-Pacific region.

mma’@?ﬁ 3R ST F9=T Signa Techlaw Corp. o AR IR 3 waer fFATE,
S TRAT-TRITT &7 H 39T gl &R B

Established in 2023 by Daniel Estrada and Andrés Argoti, the company combines artificial
intelligence with investigative expertise to detect counterfeit products, unauthorized
sellers, and illicit trade networks across digital and physical marketplaces.

2023 # Sfarer veerst 3R 3w T qarT T Ig Ui F i gefw (Artificial
Intelligence) & Stra G faeiwaTar & arer Siisa fBfaiee 3R #ifae SToRt 7 sl 3cumel,
IreTftrgra Rashamait T 3y AR Aeawt I ggTTeT FdT 5

Industry reports have consistently identified China, India, and Turkey as some of the world’s
largest sources of counterfeit goods, underlining the scale of the global challenge.

ST et Rutet & oemar e, siRa 3R i o1 fava 7 darelt avqgait & qod o3 didl
ATAS TN &, ST 38 ARFh FeAlclT & SATh TR Y I ehed AT B |

Mr. Estrada, who has served as a reserve police lieutenant attached to crime investigations
and Interpol, aims to position Sigha as a technology-driven platform supporting international
organizations in tackling illicit trade originating from these regions.

it wreret, fSiegler 3roRTY S 3R $ex9i (Interpol) & 578 Rera gferr afedie & su A &
fRaT &, Signa #1 Teh FleAETR-3menia A9 & T H TATTAT el ITed &, ST 31 &131 H 3cToal
Y AR F fATes) & FTRSET HaTSa1T T TGRIAT |

“The problem is no longer limited to luxury goods or fashion accessories.

UG T 319 el AFal T3 AT BT TFAAST e WA 7T @ TS

Counterfeit medicines, cosmetics, food items, and alcoholic beverages are increasingly
reaching consumers, posing significant risks to public health and safety,” Daniel Estrada,
Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Signa, said in an interview.

el gaTEal, FIEATTFH, Ted Jard AR Alewh 37 qerd Aol & STHIFAHT T T T &,
e ardsifas Fareed R gRam & fAv T80k Tk 3c9= 81 7§ 8, Signa & HEUTIe Ud H&T
FRIHR FRAFRT T vEersT A v AT8TcER # HaT|

“Today, the largest counterfeit marketplace is no longer a traditional street market—it is
online.

“3TST T 3T Aol FEIIHT T AR FHI$ TRIRe HSh SR 7781, Ifoeh JHTeAeST 2|

As consumers increasingly shop digitally, counterfeiters have followed them,” he emphasised.
3ol S &) §U e o SI-S18 Susfieral f3fSTeet A1esal & Tlery X @ €, 38-89 wihely
3cUTE ST dTer oY 38 {7 §¢ 91T &

India’s counterfeit trade is rapidly shifting to digital platforms, with e-commerce websites
and social media emerging as key distribution channels, he added.

3ogiel gl Toh 3R HT AFell 3cUTE SR doft & RBfSred wewtnt i 31K 93 w@r e, sl §-

FlaAw daaTse 3R wWrerer #fEAT voE faver A a0a ST B

According to the ASPAC-CRISIL State of Counterfeiting in India 2025 report, online
platforms account for 53% of counterfeit purchases, while nearly 89% of urban Indian
consumers have unknowingly or knowingly purchased counterfeit products at least once.

ASPAC-CRISIL State of Counterfeiting in India 2025 RGIE & 37TER, feTeliger caeHld
Aehell aEI31T T 53% Tlie & foIT [STFAeR €, STafeh oaTeraT 89% U6 TR STSHIerc3i o
ST AT IeTotol 7 FHH-H-F T TN Aol 3c916 TG ¢ |
Signa’s technology platform collects intelligence including seller identities, payment

information, phone numbers, and location data to assist investigations and enforcement
agencies.
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Signa T SlegfehT #er fasherait Y qgret, ${erarey Hael STThIY, BYeT AaT TUT T et
3T 1T FEATY Tehd T &, F a8 ST Ue Teciel Uit aral sl Herell fHerch g

The company is currently working with more than 32 brands across 12 countries and has
identified counterfeit products worth over $150 million globally, and has supported
enforcement actions safeguarding products valued at more than $40 million, it said.

HTaiT of gl foh ag TATT H 12 20 7 32 3110 §1st & TT F W@ & JI7 3R TR W
150 fATAe STeR & 3178k 7o & ehell ScUTaT T TEel=l I Toh & 3T 40 fAfaTer st &
31 Fog & ScdTel T GR&T FIATE el el Teciet HTRATAT 3 TEANIT T Iehl B

With India’s digital economy expanding rapidly and online shopping becoming

mainstream, brand protection is expected to become an even greater priority for
businesses.

R $T B srdeaaryr & ool & fawaR 3R Aiaarga @ieRt & HEIURT ol & ATy, 15
&I STATT o T 3R ot 31fereh AgeaqoT TrffehaTr s=iel &I 39eT g |

Signa plans to initially focus on sectors such as pharmaceuticals, healthcare, cosmetics,
food, and beverages, where counterfeit products can have serious consequences for
consumer safety.

Signa TR &7 ¥ BRI EHH, FARLT AT, FIEATRTFH, T Terd T 97 qardf oid &t
TR T FHigel el Y AISTeAT TaT QT &, ST1 aehell ScuTe SUSTFT F&T & T 7isfik aRome
3ceo] X HHA g
Later, it will foray into garments and lifestyle segments.
q1E, 7 u=ir IR 3R ATShTerse aTaT 7 37 Taer |

The company is already supporting global clients including Procter & Gamble, Roche,
Diageo, and several multinational pharmaceutical and spirits companies operating in India.

Y= 9ge & & Procter & Gamble, Roche, Diageo T $1Rel # $riXd S Tgursere
wHTEg e 3 RaRew Sufadl afgd 3Raw amge! 1 Gard vere a2 W@ 3

It is also collaborating with investigators, law firms, and enforcement authorities while
strengthening its local presence.

g 39 TUTAT Acdeh Sl HoTed il o AII-TY SArasharsit, faftr waf 3k yader wiftoi &
T 3 FEeT I 5

Additionally, Signa is developing a WhatsApp-based verification tool that will enable
consumers and authorities to authenticate products simply by sharing a photograph.

g8 3fafled, Signa T WhatsApp-3menia deamasr 39aor fasfid X W1 &, e
ATLIH § 3T IR TITRHIOT Shafof Teh WIET HIAT Feh ScUTaT hT HTHTTOTRT h Give &Y
Hohal|

The company’s infrastructure runs on AWS, where it uses Amazon DynamoDB as its

primary operational database and event-driven serverless services to process millions of
data points efficiently.

T T IAERTAT T AWS TR FTTeld gIelT &, ST61 T& Amazon DynamoDB & 319et 7&d
Aol STIS & &9 H YT gae-f3ae gavaw Jansit o1 3u2eT orat ser foigait & fHerer
JETHOT & forT T g1

“On the Al side, we leverage OpenAl’s models together with our own proprietary detection
and investigation pipelines to identify counterfeit products, analyse evidence, and automate
complex enforcement workflows across marketplaces, social media, and the open web,” co-
founder Andrés Argoti said.

HE-UEYTTh T3 HTTE F gl “FIAF g (Al) & &7 7 g OpenAl & Aigdll & Y
39T FATACTeFT TEHTeT Td Sirer UM T 3TN Yl 8, TATieh aTehell ScUTel shT Tglel ehl oif
o, FTET 7 FALRITOT T 517 Heh AT ATheeld, Ferer #f3ar 31k gor a9 W sifeer v
TThaT3iT T TadTTeld SATIT ST Teh |”
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30J6 | Scientists test cockatoos to see if animals understand death

A I8 ST F fAT Hidrg af@rt H1 aderor #3 @ § & a1 9y 7cg F gwerd @

30J6 | It’'s a bad idea to scratch a bug bite, research says

2T & ITAR, AT & FICA T 1916 Y GoreTam 3T 7e1 8

Scientists test cockatoos to see
if animals understand death

In a 2020 paper with cognitive scientist Antonio J. Osuna-Mascard, philosopher Susana Monso argued that two forms of anthropocentrism — the

belief that human beings are superior to all others — undergird humans' reluctance to acknowledge ability of animals to understand death

Sayantan Datta

ne day in 2025, Jane perched

facing a computer screen. The

screen’s top half displayed a

black circle on a magenta
background. The bottom half had a black
arrow on white. After what appeared to
be a moment of deliberation, Jane
extended her neck and touched the circle.
Small pellets of food appeared in the tray
before her. Then, the magenta was
replaced by green.

‘When she touched the circle this time,
the screen flashed a bright red before
reverting to green. This time, no food
appeared. Jane looked at the screen,
checked the tray, and looked at the screen
again. Then, she touched the arrow. A
new background appeared, and with that
came the renewed possibility of obtaining
more food.

Jane is a Goffin’s cockatoo housed at
the Messerli Research Institute, University
of Veterinary Medicine (UVM), Vienna.
With 14 of her peers, she has helped
researchers demonstrate that the parrots
can recognise and adapt to permanent
non-functionality — the notion of
something that previously worked ceasing
to be functional in a specific context.

‘This might be the first step in testing
experimentally whether an animal has
the cognitive requirements to understand
death, according to the researchers who
conducted the study, published in
Scientific Reports earlier this month.

But before that, people have to
redefine what it means to understand
death.

‘Minimal death’

For many philosophers and
anthropologists, the ability to understand
death has been a defining feature of
humanity. For example, the German
philosopher Martin Heidegger declared in
a1939 seminar that “mortals are they who
can experience death as death. Animals
cannot do this.”

“Only man dies. The animal perishes,”
he added in his 1971 book Poetry,
Language, Thought. By that, he meant
that only human beings possessed the
ability to understand death’s significance.

Philosopher Susana Monsd, associate
professor at the National University of
Distance Education, Madrid, disagreed. In
a 2020 paper with UVM cognitive scientist
Antonio J. Osuna-Mascaro, she argued
that two forms of anthropocentrism — the
belief that human beings are superior to
all others — undergird humans’
reluctance to acknowledge animals
ability to understand death.

One: the framing of death as an
abstract concept, “as something that we
know will inevitably befall all of us, but
which we cannot point to or perceive with
any of our senses.” The duo called this
intellectual anthropocentrism. The
second they called emotional
anthropocentrism: “the excessive focus
on grief as a reaction to death”.

These might be the reasons why
existing accounts of animals’ reactions to
their kin’s deaths are limited to those
deemed exceptionally intelligent —
chimpanzees, elephants, orcas, and
crows — and focus overtly on their

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Jane s a Goffin’s cockatoo housed at the Messerli Research Institute. With 14 of her peers, she has helped researchers demonstrate that the parrots can
recognise and adapt to the notion of something that previously worked ceasing to be functional in a specific context. ANTONIO J. OSUNA MASCARG

human-like displays of grief and rituals.

Instead, Dr. Mons6 proposed in 2019
the “minimal concept of death”: the bare
minimum that would be required for an
animal to understand what happens
when an individual dies.

“It does not require a human-like
concept of eternity, or a sophisticated
understanding that another individual’s
mind is gone,” Dr. Osuna-Mascaro, her
collaborator, explained. “It requires only
that an animal recognise death as the
irreversible loss of the characteristic
functions of a living body,” he added.

Recognising permanent
non-functionality would be one of the
cognitive components relevant to such an
understanding.

Testing the bird

While Dr. Monsé thought about how they
could test animals’ ability to recognise
and adapt to permanent
non-functionality, Dr. Osuna-Mascar6 and
his colleagues’ work had already shown
that Goffin’s cockatoos are able to
recognise and discard non-functional
tools.

“So they were a great candidate species
for testing whether animals can
understand when something is
irreversibly broken,” Dr. Mons6 said.

To test whether Goffin’s cockatoos
could comprehend permanent
non-functionality, the team designed a
touchscreen-based task. They trained
parrots to learn that if they touched the
round button on the screen, they received
a food reward. The parrots could also
touch an arrow to proceed to the next
trial.

Then, the researchers tested the birds
on a slightly more complex task. At times,
when the birds touched the round button,
the screen would flash and the button
would stop working — but only against a

It does not require a human-like
concept of eternity, or a sophisticated
understanding that another
individual's mind is gone

ANTONIOJ. OSUNA-MASCARO

Cognitive scientist

particular background. Against other
backgrounds, the button still worked.

The question was whether the
cockatoos could learn more than “this
button no longer works,” Dr.
Osuna-Mascaré explained.

In fact, they had to learn that a flashing
event meant that the “particular context
was no longer useful”, he added.

Further, the cockatoos had to
distinguish the non-functional
background from new ones in later trials.

The researchers found that as the trials
proceeded, the cockatoos learned to skip
the backgrounds in which the button had
stopped working. However, they
continued to touch it when it appeared
against other backgrounds.

That is, “they had not simply lost trust
in the touchscreen, but were adjusting
their behaviour to the specific context,”
Dr. Osuna-Mascaro said.

Thus, they concluded the cockatoos
had “acquired flexible sensitivity to
permanent non-functionality,” the
authors wrote in their paper.

‘One cognitive capacity’

Some birds reacted strongly to the

button’s dysfunction. Rose, a juvenile

female, called out in a manner typically

used to obtain food or attention. Renki, a

juvenile male, displayed aggression.
Even though these displays were not a
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part of the study’s analysis, they “made
the task feel very real from the birds
perspective. Something that had just
worked suddenly no longer did,”
Eleonora Rovegno, one of the study’s lead
authors, said.

That said, all (independent) animal
cognition researchers this reporter spoke
to were reluctant to take this as evidence
for cockatoos’ understanding of death —
minimal or otherwise.

While calling the study “cool” and
worthy of applause, Anindita Bhadra,
professor of biology at the Indian Institute
of Science Education and Research,
Kolkata, cautioned that the “study shows
only that the cockatoos can learn the
non-permanence of rewards and cues.”

Dr. Bhadra works on the social lives of
free-ranging dogs.

“Being able to recognise
non-permanence of inanimate objects is
very different from understanding
non-permanence of a living being,” she
added. “Food rewards are very different
from social interactions with other
individuals.”

Similarly, Anindya Sinha, a cognitive
ethologist and professor at the National
Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru,,
said the cockatoos’ actions are “truly
significant in terms of their mechanical
problem-solving abilities” but added that
there is still “no empirical evidence yet of
any conceptualisation of inactivity
following the death of a living being”.

Dr. Osuna-Mascaro agreed that the
study “does not show that cockatoos
understand death.” However, he added,
“it does suggest that they possess at least
one cognitive capacity that contributes to
such an understanding.”

(Sayantan Datta is an independent
science journalist and a faculty member at
Alliance University, Bengaluru.
dattasayantan95@gmail.com)
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30J6. Scientists test cockatoos to see if animals understand death

dfas a5 I & v Fierg aftral w1 odaror 3 @ § B Far g3 70y F gaer @

For example, the German philosopher Martin Heidegger declared in a 1939 seminar that
“mortals are they who can experience death as death. Animals cannot do this.”

38T & ToIU, STaeT greifoieh AIfée §I889IX & 1939 & Uh HINSET H gl AT fF “AaR agr § i
G Y HY & T H 37T T Tehel & | T THT 76T T Fehel |”

“Only man dies. The animal perishes,” he added in his 1971 book Poetry, Language,
Thought.

3eglel 379e1T 1971 I J&cish Poetry, Language, Thought & 31131 gT, “shael HesT FIAT &1 I
ha ol oS¢ &I ST &1

In a 2020 paper with UVM cognitive scientist Antonio J. Osuna-Mascar6, she argued that
two forms of anthropocentrism — the belief that human beings are superior to all others —
undergird humans’ reluctance to acknowledge animals’ ability to understand death.

37giet 2020 H UVM & HTTellcHeh deilieleh Telferal SF. SaAT-AIEHRY & A1 Feh1fRrd Meras &
% T2 T Arera-HTeaar (Anthropocentrism) & & §9—312Td Ig faeard foh e @elt 3=
Shat & Av6 §—Hesal SarT TYHT Y Feg T THASTA I &THT THIDHR o A & Hel HROTE |

One: the framing of death as an abstract concept, “as something that we know will
inevitably befall all of us, but which we cannot point to or perceive with any of our senses.”

Tl SHRUT Fe T Teh A FTLUROM (Abstract Concept) & F9 & TEIdl 1T ¢, AT Ty
geaT S8 &3 Siletel & o a8 @l & ary wreafl, e Tor g7 3r9eh fonelt ot $fowr @ gzt &9 @
37T TET PR Ahd |

The duo called this intellectual anthropocentrism.

QAT AMYHATHT F 38 Fleftre Ara-Higaar (Intellectual Anthropocentrism) e

The second they called emotional anthropocentrism: “the excessive focus on grief as a
reaction to death”.

GER &Y I 3rgiel HIGalTcHS HAlTd-higardT (Emotional Anthropocentrism) &gT, 3rdTd Hcg &
gfar wfafshar & ¥ 7 hae e W 33w g &1

These might be the reasons why existing accounts of animals’ reactions to their kin’s deaths
are limited to those deemed exceptionally intelligent — chimpanzees, elephants, orcas, and
crows — and focus overtly on their human-like displays of grief and rituals.

HHAT: TET HROT ¢ o 319 Fog & HeEdT 1 Heg o) aepait <y afafsransit & 573 rferenter
AT 378 HTT-TG2r e 3R IreTsaTat 0T faRIy oot feam S g |

“It requires only that an animal recognise death as the irreversible loss of the characteristic
functions of a living body,” he added.

3glel 33T gl Toh SHeh ToIT sharel Solell TR & foh IS T Fg T Ueh SHifaa e 1 fafrse
RT3l o ITIRTTAT FT H TATCT gF Sled o & H TgdTd Toh |
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It’s a bad idea
to scratch
a bug bite,
research says

lot of things can cause itchiness,
sometimes serious diseases.

Whatever the cause, doctors have
long warned that scratching too much can
damage the skin. Now researchers better

understand why even a mildly annoying

itch could put you on an itch-and-scratch

cycle if you give in.

How did they find out? In part by
putting tiny “cones of shame” onto mice
to uncover what happens on a cellular

level when an itch gets scratched — or left
alone. They also gained insight into why a

good scratch at least at first brings a sigh
of relief. After all, not just people and

other mammals scratch, even fish do. The

commonality suggests there must be

some evolutionary reason and the mouse

experiment hints at a little germ
protection — but still not a reason to
scratch.

Daniel Kaplan, a University of
Pittsburgh dermatologist whose lab
studies immune reactions in skin, was
exploring a run-of-the-mill type of itch

called allergic contact dermatitis, caused

Normal mice scratched and
inflammatory immune cells
rushed to the site, increasing

swelling. The rash was much
milder in mice bred with

defective itch-sensing nerve cells

by irritants such as poison ivy or nickel in

jewellery.

Kaplan’s research team put a
rash-inducing irritant on the ears of mice.
Normal mice scratched and inflammatory
immune cells rushed to the site,
increasing swelling. The rash was much
milder in mice bred with defective
itch-sensing nerve cells. But was the
difference really the scratching?

Normal mice put into collars like those
veterinary “cones of shame” so they
itched but couldn’t scratch gave the
answer: They, too, had much less swelling
and fewer inflammatory cells.

Kaplan said that evidence matches
people’s everyday experiences that
scratching really can make things worse.

Ignore a mosquito bite and the itch is
“gone in five or 10 minutes for most
people,” he said. “But if you start
scratching it, it’s your friend for a week,”
getting itchier and more inflamed.

To understand what was happening in
the skin, Kaplan’s team took a deeper
look at mast cells, among the immune
system’s first responders. When called
into action, they release compounds that
can help fight germs or toxins — or,
through a compound called histamine,
trigger itchy allergic reactions.

Scientists have long known that
allergens can activate mast cells. But
other signals can summon mast cells, too,
including pain. And when we scratch,
“we tend to scratch until it starts to hurt,”
Kaplan noted.

Pain-sensing nerve cells release a
chemical messenger called substance P.
In findings published last year, Kaplan’s
team reported that substance P can
activate mast cells through a different
molecular pathway than allergens do — a
double whammy that explains why
scratching further inflames itchy rashes or
bites.

If we experience pain like touching a
hot stove, we’ll learn not to do that again.
Yet relief from a good scratch, in
evolutionary terms, is positive feedback.

One long-held theory is that it may help
creatures slough off parasites like fleas or
mites. But Kaplan also was intrigued by
other labs’ findings that mast cells could
fend off a common type of skin bacteria
called Staphylococcus aureus. Sure
enough, mice who scratched had lower
levels of that germ on their ears, maybe
because of the extra inflammation or
some other mast cell-related compound.

Telotel ARE HITAFIIAT FT ATHT I THhd ¢ |
e Pain-sensing nerve cells release a chemical messenger called substance P.

& T T FIA aTel ATAHT PHABT FoEH Y (Substance P) THS Teh THI ek HraTgH

T 1T HIAT B |

30J6. It’s a bad idea to
scratch a bug bite,
research says

MY F IHTAR, AT & Flea
aTell STaTg T Fotellell
sRaadi g

e To understand what
was happening in the skin,
Kaplan’s team took a deeper
look at mast cells, among the

immune system’s first
responders.

T F FT &1 8T AT, 38 ST
& oI ShaeleT 1 &F & ARE
FIRAFI3T (Mast Cells) T g
3T R, ST IfeRedr aF &
IR gfafsrar SaF arelr
AT H T 2

e When called into
action, they release compounds
that can help fight germs or
toxins — or, through a

compound called histamine,
trigger itchy allergic reactions.

i gl I A O A
gerf &1 @ HIAT g, S
eropsit o fardey wemdt & wse
H HEIAT XA &, 3ar
fe¥afds (Histamine) A1F®
e & FIEIH § Gotolr arelr
Tdtoeh UfafhaTt 3cdeaT i
el

e Scientists have long
known that allergens can
activate mast cells.

TS ol TAT F ST & 1h

¢ In findings published last year, Kaplan’s team reported that substance P can activate mast
cells through a different molecular pathway than allergens do — a double whammy that

explains why scratching further inflames itchy rashes or bites.

o I YHITAT fAsehut 37 SFaele & &7 o ar i gerew @Y ARe FRARIHT FF vl T
et 3oTfaeh AT ZaRT AT IR ThT §, S T GleX THIT FT aRE HIF T § 3R Tg TS
AT & o GoTellet ¥ GTell dTel Tehel TT HIE & FIcat T Folel 3R HTeh F4T 56 STl Bl
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o If we experience pain like touching a hot stove, we’ll learn not to do that again.
Afe & T Tog T Fel ST &G T {lll &, AT & GIaRT WY o hded 1 WG A
e Yet relief from a good scratch, in evolutionary terms, is positive feedback.
fhe] TAhIEaTeT gfSe & 3ot e Gorellar A A arell A6 Teh HhRIcH fcifshaT (Positive
Feedback) & T#TT gIdT &1
e One long-held theory is that it may help creatures slough off parasites like fleas or mites.
T ofd A A Jaferd [¥eeid & 3TaR, g sidl I Y (Fleas) AT AGEH (Mites) S
TSt & PehRT I & HIIAT T Hehell ¢
e ButKaplan also was intrigued by other labs’ findings that mast cells could fend off a common
type of skin bacteria called Staphylococcus aureus.

feheq] ShTeTeT 31 SRATRMATHT o 3o7 fovshsit I oft wanfae gu, foeroT sramam a2 o % Aree
FRAFT T ReeFa ARTF (Staphylococcus aureus) ATHS A cadT SHtaroy I o T&TT
F THAT S|
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Radio-tagged white-rumped vulture electrocuted

YfEar-dar Freme aTv SgIET-TFes fAqy # feya Fe dIe § Jeg|

Radio-tagged white-rumped vulture electrocuted

Rolllan I’re!!umar

UDHAGAMANDALAM

A captive-bred, radio-
tagged white-rumped vul-
ture (Gyps bengalensis) that
was released earlier this
year at the Mudumalai Tig-
er Reserve in Nilgiris dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu was
electrocuted on Sunday.

The bird came into con-
tact with a power line and
was killed at Ebbanad vil-
lage overlooking the Sigur
plateau, Forest Depart-
ment officials said.

The bird, initially re-
leased in the Tadoba-And-
hari Tiger Reserve in Maha-
rashtra in December 2025,
made its way into Karnata-
ka, where it had to be cap-
tured and treated after
showing signs of illness.

In April, the Bombay
Natural History Society
(BNHS) and the Karnataka
Forest Department had

The radio-tagged vulture that
was electrocuted on Sunday.
M. SATHYAMOORTHY.

discussions with  their
counterparts in Tamil Na-
du and received permis-
sion to release the bird in
the Mudumalai Tiger Re-
serve, which is home to the
last sizeable population of
white-rumped vultures in
South India.

Failed to acclimatise

Foresters hoped the bird
would associate with other
vultures and acclimatise to

the region. However, offi-
cials said the release
proved to be more difficult
than expected, with the
vulture failing to acclima-
tise to its new surround-
ings and embarking on ex-
ploratory forays around
the tiger reserve, including
to Gudalur, and later up
the slopes towards Kalhat-
ty and Ebbanad.

“We had captured the
bird multiple times and re-
leased it into the Sigur,
hoping it would acclima-
tise,” said R. Kiruba Shan-
kar, Field Director of Mu-
dumalai Tiger Reserve.

However, on Sunday,
during one the bird’s ex-
plorations of Ebbanad in
the Nilgiris forest division,
it came into contact with a
power line and was killed,
officials from the forest de-
partment confirmed.

The death of the vulture
has signalled the end of the

first attempted reintroduc-
tion of a captively-bred
bird of the species into the
landscape and could have
consequences for conser-
vation policies in the fu-
ture.

Identifying threats
“There have long been
calls for captive-bred birds
to be released into Mudu-
malai to bolster popula-
tions. With this reintroduc-
tion having failed, steps
must be taken to identify
why the bird was unable to
adapt and also to identify
the threats to the endan-
gered species, such as pow-
er lines which have led to
multiple vulture deaths in
the region over the last few
years,” said a conservation-
ist from the Nilgiris.

S. Bharathidasan, secre-
tary of Arulagam, a conser-
vation NGO working on
protecting vultures in the

30J6. Radio-tagged white-rumped vulture electrocuted

WA-2or T v SgTST-TeE Mgy #t ey e w9 ¥ qeg|

region, said power lines
that cross through vulture
habitats need to be rein-
forced with bunch-cabling
and need to be insulated to
prevent birds and other
wildlife from being acci-
dentally electrocuted.

“We will have discus-
sions with the BNHS and
other researchers to un-
derstand the reasons for
why this particular bird
was unable to acclimatise
and adapt. We will also
find out if the other cap-
tive-bred birds released in
other parts too have faced
similar challenges,” said
Mr. Kiruba Shankar.

Besides, The Forest De-
partment is would also
looking into the possibility
of adapting power infras-
tructure in the region to-
wards minimising threats
to avian species, such as in-
stalling bird diverters on
transmission lines.

e A captively-bred, radio-tagged White-rumped Vulture (Gyps bengalensis) that was
released earlier this year at the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve in Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu
was electrocuted on Sunday.
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38 aY T 3N A afferrg & AafaR e Pyd ggaers egar Rerd & sisr 1 &3 gerata
¥ IR, WALy 23d-755 Ay (Gyps bengalensis) WAAR T E ol & Fe &1 3T

The bird, initially released in the Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve in Maharashtra in
December 2025, made its way into Karnataka, where it had to be captured and treated after
showing signs of illness.

= gafl T YR 7 W 2025 F AGRISE & ARNET-314RY @139R Rerd 7 oier 137 27| 7€ & 7%
Fetteen Tgd 1T, el STANT & ET0T Fo@ms Set IR $ Iehsgeh 39T foham aram|

In April, the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and the Karnataka Forest
Department had discussions with their counterparts in Tamil Nadu and received permission
to release the bird in the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, which is home to the last sizeable
population of White-rumped Vultures in South India.

I A Fiea AgYe RES BARE (BNHS) TUT Fetted aot fasmmar = affiereng & iftenRal &
|1 Tt T 3R TEl h AGHETS THIR Rerd & BIs 1 1At ured I, STel & favor e 7
da-g5 gt &1 31w ot 3eTdr fara e 81

The death of the vulture has signalled the end of the first attempted reintroduction of a
captively-bred bird of the species into the landscape and could have consequences for
conservation policies in the future.

50 TOTeH & 75 & I 58 YSiIicl & F&) Yoreel & AR gafl bl Trepfcish A & goT: TS
oY T YglT TATY AT &Y AT § TAT ST HTIT T FI&TT Afaat 9T woira 98 har 2

Identifying threats
TRl $ Iga|

“There have long been calls for captively-bred birds to be released into Mudumalai to
bolster populations. With this reintroduction having failed, steps must be taken to identify why
the bird was unable to adapt and also to identify the threats to the endangered species, such
as power lines which have led to multiple vulture deaths in the region over the last few
years,” said a conservationist from the Nilgiris.

Aefafk & veh TReTor fAwsT F hgr, el A TEar s & fav o T T 96 yorada §
AR ATETAT hT HGAATS F SIS ST hT HaT Gl WY | 376 STaTeh Ig JAEUTIT T fathel 16T ¢,
g YT oATeAT 3TaReh & foh Tall T aRTRAfat & 17w 3t 8T Gof grar ot farsrelt
ATl S 3T GeRT T ¢ TgTe ent g1, foreteh ot el o awt & 57 & 7 S Fegi &
FIEEE
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Surveillance
boost: Army
toraise ‘Baaz
Battalions’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Army is raising
dedicated ‘Baaz Battalions’
to significantly enhance its
Remotely Piloted Aircraft
(RPA) capability, a move
aimed at strengthening
battlefield surveillance, in-
telligence gathering and ra-
pid response through a
specialised drone force,
defence sources said.

Sources in the Indian
Army have confirmed the
development and said that
the new battalions will be
built upon the Army’s ex-
isting RPA Flights and will
comprise a specialist pool
of trained personnel res-
ponsible for operating and
managing Remotely Pilot-
ed Aircraft systems.

The initiative is intend-
ed to bolster the Army’s In-
telligence,  Surveillance
and Reconnaissance (ISR)
capabilities by providing
integrated aerial surveil-
lance, persistent battlefield
awareness and improved
situational awareness for
frontline formations.

The Baaz Battalions will
centralise the Army’s ex-
panding drone capabilities
and will be designed to
handle the entire lifecycle
of RPA operations, includ-
ing deployment, mainte-
nance, data exploitation
and seamless integration
with ground forces.
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30J6. Surveillance boost: Army to raise ‘Baaz Battalions’

forarerelt avera F g Qe ‘arer serfeaTwl F1 ST FEft

e The Indian Army is raising dedicated ‘Baaz Battalions’ to significantly
enhance its Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) capability, a move aimed at
strengthening battlefield surveillance, intelligence gathering, and rapid
response through a specialised drone force, defence sources said.

T&TT AT oh 3THR SR JT 37911 RAIEE IIees TITHTFE (RPA) &THT 1
ool @AIT § § d¢1e1 & ToIT FANT ‘STt qefoger &l 3161 X W@ &1 5 Igel i
3R faAishd S 5oT & ATETH A Fewaid AT, Gihar et Hagor qur
cafta gfafshar &1ardT 1 ggo =T &l

e Sources in the Indian Army have confirmed the development and said
that the new battalions will be built upon the Army’s existing RPA Flights and will
comprise a specialist pool of trained personnel responsible for operating and
managing Remotely Piloted Aircraft systems.

Wﬂm%@ﬁ%ﬁwﬁgﬁmgwﬁs%aﬂﬁmﬁmﬁmﬂ
RPA FATSEH & 3MYUR TR IS T AL | 33 AT 7 F IfAfara HiFam & veh
st gegg grem, S Rl Iraeres TAHTFE YOO & Helolel Ud Yaitie & fov
SRGIRAT g1

e The initiative is intended to bolster the Army’s Intelligence, Surveillance
and Reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities by providing integrated aerial
surveillance, persistent battlefield awareness, and improved situational
awareness for frontline formations.

S8 UGl I 365 Ul o gefasiw, afdard va Rfadw (ISR) &THA3 I ggo
HEAT &1 3G ATCTH F A AL T Ao sl 1 Thiehd gar$ faRmeh,
e SRR T Sgc] YT Haeft Sereehal 3uelsts 78 Sesf|

e The Baaz Battalions will centralise the Army’s expanding drone
capabilities and will be designed to handle the entire lifecycle of RPA

operations, including deployment, maintenance, data exploitation, and
seamless integration with ground forces.

STt eTfede Ja1 T TR [aohfad g1 6t et &TAaait o1 el Tarere S|
So¢ RPA WA & 60T SiideTsh &l Satiel el o folv fastad forar smue, foreet
derrelt, TER@TE, 3T fAvevoT Ta SURNT U7 T QT & WY e FHeay nfder
g
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What India’s 12 ‘operationally deployed’
nuclear warheads really mean

SIPRI's latest assessment shows the maturation of India’s second-strike capability rather than a shift away from its long-standing ‘no first use’ doctrine;

the development comes amid a broader global trend of nuclear modernisation and weakening arms-control frameworks

he Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) released its annual

yearbook in June. For the first
time, it classified 12 of India’s estimated
stockpile of 190 nuclear warheads to be
operationally deployed, i.e., positioned
with active military forces mated with
delivery systems and ready for use.

This sounds alarming — but the alarm
itself may not be warranted. The reason is
that India has neither crossed a strategic
threshold nor has it abandoned its
decades-old ‘no first use’ policy.

India’s promise

India’s ‘no first use’ (NFU) policy is a pillar
of its nuclear doctrine and its credible
minimum deterrence posture. At the UN
High-Level Meeting commemorating the
International Day for the Total
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons in
September 2025, India’s representative
Sibi George reaffirmed India’s
commitment to NFU and to the non-use
of nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear-weapon states.

The political foundations of the
doctrine are intact even as some analysts
within India have periodically called for a
conditional or hybrid first-use posture.
Those calls have not prevailed.

Under NFU, India commits to not
launching a pre-emptive nuclear strike.
What it needs is the absolute certainty
that even after absorbing a nuclear first
strike, enough of its nuclear arsenal will
survive to deliver a devastating retaliatory
blow. This survivability guarantee is what
strategists call a second-strike capability,
and without it, NFU is not a doctrine but a
liability. In other words, the doctrine
depends on a force that can survive and
retaliate.

The SIPRI report does not indicate a
shift towards first use, a lowering of the
threshold for nuclear employment or
indeed any revision of the political
controls that govern India’s nuclear
weapons. Instead, it documents the
maturing of India’s ability to credibly
deliver the second strike.

Stockpile v. Deployment
This distinction is significant. Possessing a
nuclear warhead and deploying it as part
of an operational deterrent is not the
same thing. For most of its nuclear
history, India has kept its warheads ina
de-mated state, meaning the warheads
were stored separately from their delivery
vehicles, in a central storage site and
under strict civilian and political
oversight. The idea was to maximise
safety, reduce the risk of accidental use,
and signal restraint to the international
community.

Deployment, on the other hand, means
a weapon has been paired with a delivery
system — a missile, aircraft, or submarine
— and positioned with operational
military forces in a state of readiness.
Again, this does not mean the weapons
are about to be used; it means they are
configured for use if authorised. A
de-mated weapon requires time to
prepare and deploy; a mated weapon can,
in principle, be launched more quickly.

What SIPRI has recorded when it
classified 12 Indian warheads as being
deployed is that a small - but no doubt

The Stockholm International Peace Research

significant — fraction of India’s arsenal
now is being maintained in a state of
operational readiness. And SIPRI has
linked this assessment to the maturation
of India’s nuclear triad, particularly its
sea-based deterrent, suggesting that a
small number of warheads may now be
deployed aboard a nuclear ballistic
missile submarine (which are also called
SSBN) conducting occasional deterrence
patrols.

India’s Arihant-class submarines have
steadily strengthened the survivability of
the country’s second-strike capability,
with additional platforms expected to
further consolidate this leg of the triad.
SIPRI also noticed India’s increasing
reliance on canisterised Agni-series
missiles. This means the missiles are kept
ready with fuel in a sealed cylinder, from
which they can be directly fired without
further preparations. Canisterisation thus
indicates a greater level of operational
readiness.

Overall, it seems India’s
long-envisioned deterrent posture is
becoming increasingly operational across
land and sea-based delivery systems — but
not that the country is on a war footing.

NFU architecture

Bearing in mind India’s pursuit of a
doctrine of credible minimum deterrence
centred on assured retaliation, the
maturation of its submarine-based
deterrent doesn’t depart from NFU but is
a means of strengthening it.

A doctrine that relies on retaliation
requires forces capable of surviving an
adversary's first strike. Land-based
missiles, however capable, sit at known
and mappable locations. An adversary
confident in its intelligence could, in
theory, target them in a disarming first
strike before a retaliatory order is ever

iced India’s inci on canisterised Agni-
issued. On the other hand, a stealth
submarine operating in the ocean can’t be
found, tracked or destroyed in time.

This is a fundamental difference — and
in fact, ballistic missile submarines
provide the most secure second-strike
capability available. As the scholar Vipin
Narang has written, states pursuing
assured retaliation postures must, above
all, solve the survivability problem, and
sea-basing is the most robust solution
available.

India has now done that. With three
operational SSBNs sufficient to keep at
least one submerged and on patrol at all
times, India has closed the central
vulnerability any NFU doctrine faces.

Manpreet Sethi, distinguished fellow at
the Centre for Aerospace Power and
Strategic Studies, New Delhi, said, “With
the operationalisation of tri-SSBNS, it is
not surprising that some of India’s nuclear
‘warheads now stand mated with delivery
platforms. This in no way implies a
doctrinal shift. Rather, it makes assured
retaliation more credible and, hence,
India more confident in its commitment
to ‘no first use’”

Wider warni

SIPRI’s documentation of India’s
deployment milestone lies within a
broader, more concerning global trend.
The organisation’s 2026 Yearbook
observed that states are “increasingly
relying on nuclear weapons as
instruments of national power”, signalling
areversal of decades of gradual progress
in disarmament.

As of January this year, the world’s nine
nuclear-armed states collectively
possessed an estimated 12,187 nuclear
‘warheads. China’s arsenal has grown to
approximately 620 and continues to
expand at a pace unmatched by any other

FILEPHOTO

nuclear power. In this context, India’s
reported deployment of 12 operationally
assigned warheads is strategically
significant.

India’s nuclear choices must be
understood from within this evolving
security environment. SIPRI has noted
that India’s modernisation programme is
increasingly focused on developing
long-range delivery systems capable of
reaching targets throughout China —
while continuing to account for Pakistan.

With China’s arsenal now more than
three times the size of Pakistan’s
estimated stockpile, and Beijing
simultaneously expanding its sea-based
nuclear deterrent, India’s SSBN
programme appears directed as much
towards maintaining credible deterrence

inst China as towards preserving
stability with Pakistan.

The world that the SIPRI report has
described is one in which the post-Cold
‘War nuclear order is under mounting
strain. Arms-control agreements have
‘weakened or collapsed while competition
in areas such as hypersonic delivery
systems, artificial intelligence-enabled
decision support, missile defence, and
anti-submarine warfare continues to
intensify.

The risk of miscalculation is
correspondingly increasing. India’s
evolving deterrent posture should
therefore be seen not as an isolated
development but as part of a wider
transformation in the global strategic
environment. Policymakers should treat
this as a warning that the institutions
designed to manage nuclear risk must
adapt quickly enough to keep pace with
the capabilities now being fielded.
(Shrawani Shagun is a researcher focusing
on environmental sustainability and space
governance)

AR & 12 ‘TS T § AT’ AT TR AT H F47 &M &2

e For the first time, it classified 12 of India’s estimated stockpile of 190 nuclear warheads to
be operationally deployed, i.e., positioned with active military forces mated with delivery
systems and ready for use.

Ugel AR, SH SR o AT 190 TIHI] IRST & 875K H U 12 1 HATATcHS 9 & oellel
(Operationally Deployed) &0l & 3@r, 3127d 3 afsha V= Fat & ary Feliad yonfaat
AT grat 3T & fow aw Feafa 7 §)
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This sounds alarming — but the alarm itself may not be warranted.
I feafa Ridetets welid gt @t &, g I8 RiaT 3maeae 9 & 3Td a7t o Facl|

The reason is that India has neither crossed a strategic threshold nor has it abandoned its
decades-old ‘No First Use (NFU)’ policy.

ST HRUT G § foh HR o o Al IS TTHRR THAT IR AT & 3R 1 & 390 gerehl =i “qget
FART 7 A (No First Use-NFU) Fr S 1 aRcamer fFar g1

India’s promise

R Fr Ffaagerar

India’s ‘No First Use (NFU)’ policy is a pillar of its nuclear doctrine and its credible
minimum deterrence posture.

HRA Y “Tge FANT F FI (No First Use-NFU) it wif s&eht aammor figeia (Nuclear
Doctrine) 7T f@ea@=ia =gz 9faer (Credible Minimum Deterrence) &1 sffcr & Tsh
T IR Y|

At the UN High-Level Meeting commemorating the International Day for the Total
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons in September 2025, India’s representative Sibi George

reaffirmed India’s commitment to NFU and to the non-use of nuclear weapons against non-
nuclear-weapon states.

Rdaw 2025 # AT FRART & qob 377wt & FaRTET Raw & 3awR W IRATTT §gFa
g 307 Tl doF H AR & yfafafey R Siter & NFU #ifr aor 3R-axemy sl dver
el o fareey TRATO] §AART T GINIT o7 HTal T R hl FTATELIAT Y JoT: 2T |

Under NFU, India commits to not launching a pre-emptive nuclear strike.

NFU & 37cfeTel $IRe I8 TTcTaercll ekl el & foh a6 qa-TeATRI GRATI] §Hell (Pre-emptive
Nuclear Strike) sTgT 3|

What it needs is the absolute certainty that even after absorbing a nuclear first strike,
enough of its nuclear arsenal will survive to deliver a devastating retaliatory blow.

38 AT AR & foh TUH YTHATI o 1 Solel o o 1 3Heh GATV] AFARMR T GHTC 19T
TRI&IT Tg, 1ok g fa=erep T gfcard gaelm (Retaliatory Blow) X Hehl

This survivability guarantee is what strategists call a second-strike capability, and without it,
NFU is not a doctrine but a liability.

ST 9o T@t 1 S8 &THAT I (0TI AT g 8K &1HaT (Second-Strike
Capability) F&d &, 3R 38F &= NFU &g THTET fAgid 78, Ifedh Teh 0T e HeSIRT de
SITTaTT|

In other words, the doctrine depends on a force that can survive and retaliate.

g ersal #, I fAeuid W8 Ao o7 o 3menRd § S Shfad Twent yarme ufaerd # 7 ward
gl

The SIPRI report does not indicate a shift towards first use, a lowering of the threshold for
nuclear employment or indeed any revision of the political controls that govern India’s
nuclear weapons.

SIPRI &I RUIE gga 9T (First Use) T wiifel & 3R ferdlir aiRaci=r, Aoy gfRam & gver
AT T e el AT HRT F YA FFAART TR 9] IToTeicteh fAF=01 & foned deiveret sr
Hehel =T8T el

Instead, it documents the maturing of India’s ability to credibly deliver the second strike.

sa fawdid, a5 e e &1 feawsia i TeR &THeT & Hiad GgoiaoT & Gelfel &
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Stockpile v. Deployment
$ISROT SATH =T

This distinction is significant.

IE AT 3 AEaqOT &

Possessing a nuclear warhead and deploying it as part of an operational deterrent is not the
same thing.

Tl TRATO] ARES T T TWAT AR 38 FTelelicash i &TAdT (Deterrent) & &9 &
AT AT U &Y 1T oAe) &

For most of its nuclear history, India has kept its warheads in a de-mated state, meaning
the warheads were stored separately from their delivery vehicles, in a central storage site
and under strict civilian and political oversight.

3791 JrfRrehTer awToy Sfoer & NI SIRA & 319 RS 1 AT 3G AT (De-mated State)
F @ g, 34T aREEY A 3ok FBeliad) argail & 39T U holT HERUT Tl W 3 ARIRS 20T
ATl forToT & 3cfatet FRIETA TWI STl a7 B

The idea was to maximise safety, reduce the risk of accidental use, and signal restraint to
the international community.

S SYAEYT T 3T G T HTAhTH e, GHEATI TAWT o SITUH T e el T
AT WHETT o THET HIH T TG ST AT
Deployment, on the other hand, means a weapon has been paired with a delivery system —

a missile, aircraft, or submarine — and positioned with operational military forces in a
state of readiness.

ga{l 30T, A=Telt (Deployment) T 379 & T ferelt 3R o1 38 Redad Reeswr — o &
frarger, e, 3ruar geagsdt — & @y ST AT EY 3R 3 Hareletlcash Hea qell & A1
Touar Y F=AfY & a1 fFar ram g

Again, this does not mean the weapons are about to be used; it means they are configured
for use if authorised.

T o g@enT 75 38 181 § o SRR oh1 Sriter it fanaam STt arelT §; S8Rt shel T 318 ® T
1T et R 3 39T & fow i Rt 37 8

A de-mated weapon requires time to prepare and deploy; a mated weapon can, in principle,
be launched more quickly.

-7 AR F IR et 3R AT A 7 THAT AT 8, T oh ALs IR ' RAgiad:
3178 <frerar & gaIfa foham ST @ehar B

What SIPRI has recorded when it classified 12 Indian warheads as being deployed is that a
small — but no doubt significant — fraction of India’s nuclear arsenal now is being
maintained in a state of operational readiness.

ST SIPRI & $R & 12 GHATIT TREST b ATl AT H T, AT SHAT 1Y g AT foh R
YTATO] FARTR T Teh BIeT, foho] fAieE Hgcaqol 81197 31 Femeletleateh dearm 1 feufa &

@1 ST WET 8l

And SIPRI has linked this assessment to the maturation of India’s nuclear triad, particularly
its sea-based deterrent, suggesting that a small number of warheads may now be deployed
aboard a nuclear ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) conducting occasional deterrence
patrols.

SIPRI & $H 37Tohelel 1 IR #T TTATT Tt (Nuclear Triad), fa &0 & 36 THg-memRa
gfaRies =, & IR g F SiIsT 8| RUIE & 38R, 319 S aReS AT-THT T Fious
9T (Deterrence Patrols) =l arell GATY] &faf¥es fAramge wagfeaat (SSBN) o o=t &
THd B

India’s Arihant-class submarines have steadily strengthened the survivability of the
country’s second-strike capability, with additional platforms expected to further consolidate
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this leg of the nuclear triad.

AR Y IRE Aroft FY argfeaat 2 <er i gfadr wer arear v Shfad = T &3 Y oenar
geg fhar g, 3R stfasg 7 Jifferd colewial 9T FfY & 5@ Teeh @i 3 31T Horgd S|
SIPRI also noticed India’s increasing reliance on canisterised Agni-series missiles.

SIPRI & R aRT Hfereexgara Afee @an Hi Pramgal o gec feiar &1 o seaw frar g

This means the missiles are kept ready with fuel in a sealed cylinder, from which they can
be directly fired without further preparations.

gt Y ¢ foh fAarsal = §uer afgd v Ao hiaTet & IR 79Ty J W1 A1, STar &
3o Tt 3tfaRerd Iy & ey geifaa forar s aerar g

Canisterisation thus indicates a greater level of operational readiness.

T YR HIEeIHI0T (Canisterisation) HATAATCHS dcdRdl & 3Td TR T b ST g

Overall, it seems India’s long-envisioned deterrent posture is becoming increasingly
operational across land and sea-based delivery systems — but not that the country is on a
war footing.

AT T AT I gaT & o R & Sreferrer ¥ aRes fouad wfaRitre [oefa 31 sae-3meafa
ot wHg-muia ehad yonfart 4 st Garcreicae gidt ST W@ &, fohe gaehT 31 I =761
& b 2er e i Reufa & oga g

NFU architecture
NFU &Y §3==1T

Bearing in mind India’s pursuit of a doctrine of credible minimum deterrence centred on
assured retaliation, the maturation of its submarine-based deterrent does not depart from
NFU but is a means of strengthening it.

AR I areaaea =eras fey qr g gfaard o 3memia S e 7 @ gu,
35 Yergedll-TUTRE TR @ 1 TRUerd glell NFU & farerefel o181 &, Sfoeh 38 3R 3ifers
e A I ACTA &

A doctrine that relies on retaliation requires forces capable of surviving an adversary’s first
strike.

ferater ox 3menie fondlt off Rgericr & forw 0 Ao 9of 3192 gl § i 2 & TUH 3THAT &
ST o eI W& wehl

On the other hand, a stealth submarine operating in the ocean cannot be found, tracked or
destroyed in time.

38 fauid, HEMRR & HTiold TN Taageall T THI TG Tl ofaTTaAT, ST HIST Al AT 38

ST AT 3T HiSeT BT g

This is a fundamental difference — and in fact, ballistic missile submarines provide the
most secure second-strike capability available.

TEY HeI 3R &, AR arecda # dfaf¥es Bage sagfeaat sucsy fawent & gea gfaa
gfaer 9ER &THAT YT AT B

With three operational SSBNs sulfficient to keep at least one submerged and on patrol at all
times, India has closed the central vulnerability any NFU doctrine faces.

AT FETeATHS SSBN 8ol & SHRUT ho-H-ohH Teh Telgeall GHRIT TG H 31 T 3N SToiHee 7§
Tl §, T a8 TR o NFU Tociel & S8 937 SlaellcHeh eIy i gl X [GaT 5|

Manpreet Sethi, distinguished fellow at the Centre for Aerospace Power and Strategic
Studies, New Delhi, said, “With the operationalisation of tri-SSBNs, it is not surprising
that some of India’s nuclear warheads now stand mated with delivery platforms. This in
no way implies a doctrinal shift. Rather, it makes assured retaliation more credible and,

hence, India more confident in its commitment to ‘No First Use’.

¢ e FRyd ¥ B TIEH qray Us Teefore Tedier 1 Afise el Aasfia a8 & o,
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“eieT SSBN & HATITcHS §1t & dTe I§ 3T Y A1 1¢1 ¢ ¥ HRA & F& YA IS I
eadt crewiat & a1y A aeuT H §| suF Rt o IR & Rgeia & TRade #1 3w 7t
¥ afew swa gfafRaa wftera #r Reaweiar aeedt ¥ 3t aRomrawT ‘ager w2 7 F3 (No
First Use)’ #I 8T 1 yfdrerera 31 3rftrsh worqa gt 817

Wider warning

& ddrget

The organisation’s 2026 Yearbook observed that states are “increasingly relying on
nuclear weapons as instruments of national power”, signalling a reversal of decades of
gradual progress in disarmament.

TEYT T 2026 $AGF H ool T 741§ T o “Tsgrr afdher & rerer & w9 7 gy gfany
wmaﬁmﬁrﬂ?mmrﬁ”,aTﬁr:amﬂww@r%%nﬁa&mﬁﬁgéWw%%m
ST &7 Hehe B

As of January this year, the world’s nine nuclear-armed states collectively possessed an
estimated 12,187 nuclear warheads.

38 a¥ STaradY deh faea & &t wATe] sFRAR Wuee a4l & g defeh & & S8 12,187
YTATO] ARES Bt T AT AT

China’s arsenal has grown to approximately 620 and continues to expand at a pace
unmatched by any other nuclear power.

aawwqawmmezom%qg’am%wmmmmm
ST e T Jorett # 37feres ey arfer F SRy B

With China’s arsenal now more than three times the size of Pakistan’s estimated stockpile,
and Beijing simultaneously expanding its sea-based nuclear deterrent, India’s SSBN
programme appears directed as much towards maintaining credible deterrence against
China as towards preserving stability with Pakistan.

R Wt T ITAT] AREARTR 379 TR o 3T ATTarct TSR A et I[1 @ 3 g g & 3R
I FAAIT T & 3701 TG-S THAIV] TS JF H7 7R 9 61 8, $afo0 dRa
&1 SSBN HHRIHH fSdeT 9 & aeey [eadsa 9faiyy 970 T@a $1 feem 7 §, 3= &
IfREareT & T AR FERAT o110 1@t i e 7 o g giar &1

Arms-control agreements have weakened or collapsed while competition in areas such as
hypersonic delivery systems, artificial intelligence-enabled decision support, missile
defence, and anti-submarine warfare continues to intensify.

e f=or FASla A7 Al AR &Y a1 & 37T FATC 81 Toh 8, STafeh grguialiare fZefiady
vyonfat, e geftraan smefa favkr werran, e &, qur gagsd-Ael geur arwrar s
vt F gfaETeT TeTTaR e @t 7 W 8

GS Paper 1V: Ethics 30 June 2026
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Delayed honour

Operational secrecy during wars is a
must, but there must be accountability

ar is secretive and strategy may re-
W quire deception. But that is no good

explanation for the fact that the Na-
rendra Modi government took over a year before
formally acknowledging that six soldiers had lost
their lives in Operation Sindoor in 2025. India
had launched cross-border military strikes in Pa-
kistan in retaliation for the Pahalgam terrorist at-
tack, in April 2025, that killed 26 innocent peo-
ple. From the beginning, the government has
been reluctant to share any meaningful details of
Operation Sindoor even as it continuously kept
the hyperbolic self-congratulatory posture. Its
decision to not publicly acknowledge and honour
the supreme sacrifice of the fallen soldiers con-
temporaneously was hardly a sign of any wise
strategy. Casualties can happen in any military
operation and that is a key consideration in any
military planning, and more importantly, the pol-
itical decision to go to war or not. Not being tran-
sparent about losses, human and material, may
serve the political interests of the ruling party,
but not national interest. By trying to be clever
and selective about facts, the government under-
mined its own credibility and did a disservice to
those who paid with their lives. Soon after the op-
eration concluded in May 2025, the then Director
General of Military Operations (DGMO), Lieute-
nant General Rajiv Ghai, paid tribute, during a
press briefing on May 11, 2025, to Indian military
personnel who had made the supreme sacrifice,
though their names were not disclosed.

The cremations were done with full military
honours. In August 2025, Air Chief Marshal A.P.
Singh visited the family of Sergeant Surendra Ku-
mar, who was killed during the operation, while
the Ministry of Defence also announced gallantry
awards for the fallen personnel. Tributes were si-
multaneously carried on the Indian Army’s offi-
cial social media platforms. In the Lok Sabha on
July 28, 2025, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said that “no Indian soldiers were harmed” dur-
ing Operation Sindoor. Following accusations
that it has misled Parliament, the government is
now explaining that the Minister’s remarks were
made in the context of reports that Indian aircraft
were shot down and were meant to clarify that no
pilot was killed during the mission. The govern-
ment has also maintained that details relating to
aircraft losses during the conflict remain opera-
tionally sensitive and refused to disclose them.
There is a distinction to be made between opera-
tional secrecy and requirements of public ac-
countability. War is a stark demonstration of the
fact that it is the public that always pays for all ac-
tions of the government. A public accounting of
the gains and the losses is the best way to ensure
wise decision making.

30J6. Delayed honour
faafaa a@aer

e Operational secrecy during wars is a must, but there
must be accountability.

Saracel ot glafaa gt amfee

e Waris secretive and strategy may require deception.
Y TITACT: MYART Il § 3R 0Ty & Hsll-arell 8197 Seueet e
& HTTLYHAT IS Fohll o

e Butthatis no good explanation for the fact that the
Narendra Modi Government took over a year before formally
acknowledging that six soldiers had lost their lives in Operation
Sindoor in 2025.
Tohe] TE 38 LT T STAT TISEHIOT AL &1 HehelT foh g AIGT TIHR
= 2025 & Ao Ry 7 o Al & L gl i e give

FA H TP ¥ A 3O 1 g7 o=

e Casualties can happen in any military operation and that
is a key consideration in any military planning, and more
importantly, the political decision to go to war or not.

foralr ofr Wor 3rfAraner & g1fd & Haa & 3R T fonddy ot de Qe
AT 3EH $ TR, S A IT T A oh TSTellicleh 0T T Teh
Hecaqul Uge glaT ¢

o Not being transparent about losses, human and material,

may serve the political interests of the ruling party, but not national
interest.

AT 3T sifaw &1fa & v F uReRiar 7 T@aT gares & &
STetlfcieh fell T et T FehelT &, Foho] I8 TR Rt & 31760 et
gl

e By trying to be clever and selective about facts, the
Government undermined its own credibility and did a disservice to
those who paid with their lives.

LT T GFeAeT ST F T Flel T TAH FIeh AIHR o 3TAT
TARTEANTAT T FASIR fhIT TUT 3T AN b AT =TT =T8T ohdT
fSegia 319 wTotY &1 Hafear afoereT &)

e Soon after the operation concluded in May 2025, the then
Director General of Military Operations (DGMO), Lieutenant
General Rajiv Ghai, paid tribute, during a press briefing on May
11, 2025, to Indian military personnel who had made the supreme
sacrifice, though their names were not disclosed.

H§ 2025 # JHTHATA FATCA §lod & el §1 Acchollel STANFET SAelel

3w AT AHTRAT (DGMO) AftFeae FToiRel TST TE A 11 A 2025 i AT I aram &
a1 sRe = HiFAT 1 wafea afoe= & v seursfar &, Ieaf 3 A1 Fdstias e

fpu T

e The cremations were done with full military honours.
EIGT T JHfA FFPR qUT A WFAT & T R I
e Tributes were simultaneously carried on the Indian Army’s official social media platforms.

=Y 1T AR AT 3 3R @erer #fFar Fat o) ol sigersifer Teer yefa fhe e
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In the Lok Sabha on July 28, 2025, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said that “no Indian
soldiers were harmed” during Operation Sindoor.

28 TS 2025 T SANHHHT H T&T FAt Tttty AT ¥ gl o Aaveret R & et “a1$ ot
AR e getred =1¢t gaml”

Following accusations that it has misled Parliament, the Government is now explaining that
the Minister’s remarks were made in the context of reports that Indian aircraft were shot
down and were meant to clarify that no pilot was killed during the mission.

HHE 1 IFIE A o RT3 FTe TR 3 Tg TISCHIT & 6 & T FofY b1 qercteq 31
Ratet & desT 7 a1 foreret AR RAaAE & AR FTRIT STt 1 a1d el 78 oY 31% 387 36527
uﬁmmmﬁ:masmmqm@rﬂaﬁﬁl

The Government has also maintained that details relating to aircraft losses during the
conflict remain operationally sensitive and refused to disclose them.

TR 7 Ig 7 FgT & o Fu¥ & R faam=t Y a1fy & defera faavor 3rsh of Sereretieds &
¥ Fagerelier § 31X safoT 37 ardatfeies 8T foham o weheT

There is a distinction to be made between operational secrecy and requirements of public
accountability.

HATAATHS MIATAT 3 AF 3T T TaTHd13iT & ST TISe 3ia fohar ST anfg |

War is a stark demonstration of the fact that it is the public that always pays for all actions of
the Government.

FEH $H LT HT TYSE YA § Foh AT: AR & Tl fAoTat hr arectfaren hia sterer & gehrelr
J
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