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30J6. Man held for giving out poison capsules 
at Muharram rally 

                                                ए  

               

 Mumbai Police arrest man for allegedly 
distributing poison-filled capsules during Muharram 
procession 

                               द                               

                       ए                         
 The Mumbai Police have arrested a 39-year-old 

man for allegedly distributing capsules containing the rodent 
poison zinc phosphide to participants in a Muharram 
procession. 

               39      एक       क                             
क                                          क      क          
       क    क                   क       
30J6. India wins 
maiden gold at the 
World Rowing Cup in 

Switzerland 

                    

                         
           द       

 India scripted history at the World Rowing Cup III in 
Lucerne, with Army-men Lakshay and Ujiwal Kumar Singh 
clinching the country‟s maiden-ever gold medal. 

                                      -III            च     , 
                 औ                          क    ए           
 द            

 The duo won the Lightweight men‘s double sculls final, crossing the finish line in 6:26.09 
ahead of Hong Kong (6:27.14) and the Netherlands (6:27.36) on Saturday. 

                                           6:26.09 क      क                     क      ए 

         (6:27.14) औ    द     (6:27.36) क          क         क            क   
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30J6 Amend anti-sacrilege law: Akal Takht to Punjab govt 
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30J6. Amend anti-sacrilege law: Akal Takht to Punjab govt 

                              -                                           

 At a meeting with invited Sikh Ministers of the State Cabinet and Sikh MLAs in Amritsar on 
Monday, the Akal Takht asserted that the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar 
(Amendment) Act, 2026 “was passed by the government without the opinion and consent of 
the Akal Takht Sahib, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) and Guru 
Khalsa Panth”. 

        क                          क                             क                क    
            क    क                                 (      )        , 2026 क       

         ,                              (SGPC)                   क      औ        क  
       क                क        

 The amendment law was passed to amend the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar 
Act, enacted by the Shiromani Akali Dal–Bharatiya Janata Party government in 2008. 

           क     2008                  द –                   क            ए  ए      

                                             क    क                   क           
  

GS Paper 1: Society 30 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
30J6 Maintenance not must when wife earns more: High Court 

  द                   ,       -                 :              
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30J6. Maintenance not must 
when wife earns more: High 

Court 

  द                   ,    
   -                 :     

         

  “Only because a wife files a 
petition invoking the Protection of 
Women from Domestic Violence 
Act or the Hindu Adoption and 
Maintenance Act or the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, the courts 
cannot straightaway pass an order 
awarding some amount towards 
maintenance payable by the 
husband,” said Justice Chillakur 
Sumalatha while setting aside an 

award passed by a trial court. 

                                च    

        क       क        क      ए 

क  , “क       क     क               
                                 , 

   द  द   ए      -                  द                क            चक       क    ,         

         क     -               क                क   ” 

GS Paper 1: Geography 30 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

30J6 Dozens killed as Pakistan targets Afghan militants 

                          द                ए         द                    
30J6 Europe‘s heatwave scorches Italy and Balkans as wildfire fears rise 

                          औ                  ,                               
 

30J6.  Dozens killed as Pakistan targets Afghan militants 

                          द                ए         द     
               

 Mr. Tarar said the latest offensive targeted Jamaatul-Ahrar, a 
splinter group of the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). 

            क    क               क          -  -        ,         -ए-

                 (TTP) क  एक                 
 Pakistan says its forces use ―precise targeting‖ to aim at militant hideouts and weapons 

stores, especially those of the TTP that has waged a violent campaign against it for years. 

          क  क        क   क      ए  ―            ‖ क        क      ए      द             
औ                क                 ,      क  TTP क    क    क ,                क            क 

       च           
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30J6. Europe‘s heatwave scorches Italy and 

Balkans as wildfire fears rise 

                          औ                  , 
                              
 

BALKANS (OR THE BALKAN PENINSULA) 

 The Balkans (or the Balkan Peninsula) is a geographical and geopolitical region located in 

Southeastern Europe.  

 It forms a strategic land bridge between Europe and Asia, making it one of the world's most 

historically and geopolitically significant regions. 

 The region has witnessed the rise and fall of several empires, ethnic conflicts, religious 

interactions, and nationalist movements. Because of its complex political history, it has often 

been referred to as the "Powder Keg of Europe." 

Location and Boundaries 

 The Balkan Peninsula is bounded by the Adriatic Sea in the west. 

 It is bounded by the Ionian Sea in the southwest. 

 It is bounded by the Aegean Sea in the south. 

 It is bounded by the Black Sea in the east. 

 The Danube, Sava, and Kupa rivers are generally considered its northern geographical 

boundary. 

The Balkans generally include: 

 Albania 

 Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 Bulgaria 

 Croatia (major part) 

 Kosovo (partially recognized) 

 Montenegro 

 North Macedonia 

 Romania (southern part) 

 Serbia 

 Slovenia (sometimes included) 

 Greece 
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 European part of Türkiye (Eastern Thrace) 

Origin of the Name 

 The term "Balkan" is derived from the Turkish word "Balkan", meaning mountain or 

wooded mountain range. 

 It originally referred to the Balkan Mountains of Bulgaria before being applied to the entire 

peninsula. 

Physical Geography 

 Balkan Mountains (Stara Planina) – Bulgaria. 

 Dinaric Alps – Along the Adriatic coast. 

 Pindus Mountains – Greece. 

 Rhodope Mountains – Bulgaria and Greece. 

 Šar Mountains – North Macedonia and Kosovo. 

Major Rivers 

 Danube (Europe's second-longest river). 

 Sava. 

 Drina. 

 Morava. 

 Vardar (Axios). 

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity 30 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

30J6 Kharge reappointed Rajya Sabha Leader of Opposition; seeks stronger 
coordination 

                                        ;                 द        
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30J6. Kharge reappointed Rajya Sabha Leader of Opposition; seeks stronger 
coordination 

                                        ;                 द        

 Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge and seven other newly elected members of the 
Rajya Sabha took oath on Monday. Mr. Kharge was also reappointed as the Leader of the 
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha with effect from June 26. 

                                         क            -      च                  क      

    क           क  26                                                      क        
 Mr. Radhakrishnan later administered the oath to seven other newly elected members — 

Mansingh Meraman Parmar, Tarun Chugh, Alka Singh, Jitendra Meghjibhai Kanzariya, 
Rajendra Hiralal Jain, M. Nagaraja, and Adhikarimayum Sharda Devi. 
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   क        .  .                        -      च        —                     ,        , 

         ,                        ,                  , ए .                             द  
द    — क             

 

GS Paper II: Governance 30 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

30J6 Why are States opposing VB-G RAM G? 

     VB-G RAM G                       ? 

30J6 Rise in food poisoning cases highlights lapses in food safety 

                                                                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30J6. Why are States opposing VB-G RAM G? 

     VB-G RAM G                       ? 

 On July 1, the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G 
RAM G) will become operational, replacing the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 
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 1                     -                  ए                (     ) [VB-G RAM G]      
    ,                                                    (MGNREGA) क             

 The Union Rural Development Ministry notified the draft rules for the new employment 
scheme on May 22, giving a month to stakeholders to submit their feedback. 

                             22    क                  क                   च   कए औ  
      क  क                    क    ए एक     क            

The difference 

            

 The VB-G RAM G marks a shift from a ―demand-driven framework‖ to a ―supply-driven 
scheme‖. 

 VB-G RAM G ―    -             ‖    ―      -            ‖ क  ओ          क    क        
    

 Under the new system, allocations will be capped within a fixed budget determined by the 
Union government based on ―objective parameters‖. 

           क                            ―              ‖ क                       च      

क       क              
 While the new Act increases the number of guaranteed workdays from 100 to 125, it also 

significantly raises the financial burden on States from the current 10% share to 40% of the 

total expenditure. 

                             द    क        100          125 क      ,    क    क               
                    10%       क  क        क  40% क           

 Under the MGNREGA, the Union government was responsible for 100% of the labour 
wages and 75% of the material wages. 

 MGNREGA क                             क  100%               क  75%     क        
 In practice, this translated to a 90:10 cost share between the Centre and the States. 

             क          औ        क    च 90:10 क          क          
 Section 5(1) empowers the Union government to “notify rural areas in a State” where the 

scheme will be implemented. 

      5(1)           क        क            क     क        क                क        च  क   
                   क    ए    

 This is a departure from the MGNREGA, which was universal. 

           MGNREGA           ,     क            क                
 Another departure from the MGNREGA is that the new law allows for a blackout period, 

pausing the programme during peak agricultural seasons to “facilitate availability of labour”. 

 MGNREGA    एक                          क     क                  क         क      , 
   क      क    क  च              क  क                च  क    क    ए       क            

     क      क       

Objections by the States 

                   

 At least three States — Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, and Jharkhand, two of them with BJP-led 
governments — questioned the shift in the financial model, which now requires a majority of 
States to bear 40% of the total expenditure, in contrast to the MGNREGA. 

 क -  -क            —      द  ,       औ        ,                     -                      
—     ए                      ए,    क         क          क  क       क  40%     क    
    ,    क MGNREGA                   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
0 

 Five States have sought a revision of wage rates, and four have aired reservations over the 
provision of 60 non-working days during the peak agricultural season. 

    च            द    द             क       क    ,    क च            क    क  च           60    -
      द    क                          

 Nearly all States have highlighted delays in clearing the wage and material bill by the 
Centre. 

                               द    औ            क                           क               

 As per the draft rules on inter-State distribution of funds, the Union government will adopt 

objective parameters utilised for horizontal devolution among States as recommended by the 
16th Finance Commission. 

       क    च        क                               क        ,           16                  
               क    च                   क    ए                   क  क      ए    

 The exact application methodology is determined at the discretion of the Union government, 

a clause flagged as concerning. 

       क  क       क    क     क क                   क      क              ,      एक  च     क 

       क         च      क           
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J6. Rise in food poisoning cases highlights lapses in food safety 
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 Nearly three-fourths of all States and Union Territories tended to have low or moderate 
scores on the Food Safety Index. 

        -            औ             द                          (Food Safety Index)    
                               ए  

 Two suspected events of food poisoning reported this month, one at a private school in 
Indore in Madhya Pradesh, and another at a popular eatery in Bhiwandi in Maharashtra, 
which affected over 200 people, have once again highlighted the need for strengthening the 
implementation of the Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act. 

                     (Food Poisoning) क                ए                    एक      द   

क    द        एक                                   क              एक   क                  , 

      200                      ए         ओ     एक                    ए        (FSS) 

        क                 क       क    क      क   क        क   क       
 As per the latest Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India report, a total of 1,122 people 

died due to food poisoning in India in 2024 (Chart 1). 

                     ए                                क        , 2024                 

         क  क    क   1,122      क               (     1)  
 Such avoidable deaths should be seen in the context of lapses in the implementation of the 

Act, as revealed by the government‟s own State Food Safety Index released last for 2023-
24. 

      क      क                  ओ  क          क                  क     क                     
च   ए,       क   क         2023-24 क    ए                                             

 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) measures this index for all 
States and Union Territories based on five key parameters: human resources and 
institutional data, compliance, food testing infrastructure and surveillance, training and 
capacity building, and consumer empowerment. 

                  ए                (FSSAI)           औ             द    क    ए    

        क        क                  क          क                         ए                , 
       ,                     ए          ,       ए              ,             
                   

 While a strong correlation could not be established, the index showed that States that saw 
high numbers of food poisoning cases also tended to have low or moderate scores on the 
index (Chart 2). 

      क                             क       क ,                                क     

                       क     क             ए,   क               क                         

    क      (     2)  
 Nearly three-fourths of all States and Union Territories scored less than 50 out of the 

highest possible score of 100. 

        -            औ             द          क   100   क        50    क    क       कए  
 Jharkhand, where over 130 persons died of food poisoning in 2024, scored 26.5. 

      ,      2024                  क  क    130              क           ,    26.5   क      

 कए  
 Uttar Pradesh, which reported over 200 casualties in 2024, scored 44.25. 

     द  ,      2024    200              क            क    ,    44.25   क       कए  
 The FSS Act mandates periodic inspections and analysis of food samples from all 

registered Food Business Operators (FBOs). 
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FSS         क                 क                     (FBOs) क          -              

               क          क                
 An amendment to the Act notified this month has made the frequency of the inspections to 

be based on a dynamic risk-based assessment of all FBOs, depending on the type of 

establishment, their past records and other such factors. 

             च          क         क        ,         क               FBOs क       -

                                     ,               क   क  ,   क         क            

        क  क  क                ए    
 While the amended provisions are yet to be implemented, FSSAI data for the year 2024-25 

showed that inspections conducted and food samples analysed by various States were 
much lower when compared with the number of registered FBOs (Chart 3). 

                                         ,        2024-25 क  FSSAI   क                क 

                    कए  ए               च   ए            क            क   FBOs क        
क                क     (     3)  

 For instance, only 20,877 samples were lifted in Maharashtra, which has over 1.8 lakh 
registered or active FBO licences, as per the data available with the Food Safety 
Compliance System. 

       क    ए,            ,                               क         1.8           क     क   

          FBO          ,      क    20,877          च क    ए   ए  ए  
 With the effective implementation of the regulations largely dependent on authorities working 

at the Central and State levels, data showed that while the FSSAI is responsible for ensuring 
overall coordination, it is the State Food Safety Authorities who are primarily responsible for 
enforcement at the field level. 

         क                 क                       औ           क       ओ           क    
      क                क      FSSAI           क    ए           ,                      
          द                 क    ए                         

 However, these institutions suffer from vacancies. 

      क,         ए                     द  क                       
 The FSSAI, which has a sanctioned strength of 822 officers, saw vacancies increase from 

about 30% to almost 40% in the last five years. 

FSSAI,       822           क     क        ,                                क           30% 

     क       40%            
 Further, data submitted in response to a question in the Rajya Sabha in March this year 

showed that only 2,997 of the sanctioned positions of 4,208 Food Safety Officers (FSOs) 
across all States and Union Territories have been filled as of the third quarter of FY 2025-
26. 

  क         ,                                 ए एक     क                 क               क 

          औ             द          क   4,208                      (FSOs) क                  

    2025-26 क                क क    2,997  द         ए     
 The World Health Organization‘s Foodborne Disease Estimates (2026) estimated that 

unsafe food causes around 866 million illnesses and 1.5 million deaths annually. 

                  (WHO) क                ए        (2026)        क        ,              

क  क                866                              15          क                 
 It also stated that 57.1 million days of Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs) were lost in 

2021 from foodborne diseases, and 30% of this burden was borne by children under 5 
years. 

                              क 2021                   क  क    57.1           ए      -
ए                 (DALYs) क    क               क       क  30%                          
                क    
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 Though the total foodborne disease burden has declined since 2000, a country-wise 
analysis of the rate of years of life lost due to foodborne diseases showed that India 
ranked 15th, along with several low-income African nations (Chart 4). 

      2000 क         क                  क      क        ,                       क  क    

          ए   ए     (Years of Life Lost) क            क                  क       15       ,    
क      -              द    क         (     4)  

 

GS Paper II: International Relations 30 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

30J6 ‗Turkiye must be included in Europe security structures‘ 

‗                                                          ए‘ 

30J6 Israeli attacks ‗led to genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity‘ 
                ‗       ,            औ                       ‘   ए 
 

30J6.  ‗Turkiye must be 
included in Europe security 

structures‘ 

‗                                   
                       ए‘ 

 Turkiye must be included in all 
of Europe‘s defence structures and 
defence trade restrictions between 
NATO members must be removed, 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 
on Monday ahead of a key NATO 
summit. 

         क                   
                   क        च   ए     
NATO           क    च                   
          ए      च   ए,                

            एद              क           
NATO                     क    

 His remarks come as Europe revamps its defences to counter Russia and the risk of a U.S. 
pullback from NATO, which is to hold a summit in the Turkish capital Ankara on July 7-8. 

   क                                  ,    क    क     क        NATO            क          

     क                  क    ए                 क        क          NATO क              7-

8       क     क    क                                 
 At issue is Turkiye‘s access to the EU‘s 150-billion-euro Security Action for Europe 

(SAFE) initiative — to strengthen European defence capabilities. 

        द          क              (EU) क  150          क            ए              (SAFE)     

 क     च   ,    क                             क       क        
 ―We expect your support, lawmakers, for Turkiye‘s inclusion in the defence and 

security initiatives announced by the EU,‖ Mr. Erdogan said. 

   एद       क  , “               (EU)                 ए                         क         कए 

     क    ए             क        क        क       ” 
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 Within SAFE, firms from non-EU countries such as Turkiye, Britain and the U.S. can only 
supply up to 35% of the component costs of weaponry funded by the scheme. 

SAFE क        ,    -            (Non-EU)                  ,       औ                      (U.S.) 

क  क                 क                       क           क  क    35%  क           क  
 क       

 If Turkiye wants its companies to be able to tap a bigger part of the funds, Ankara needs to 
sign a partnership with the EU and then negotiate special access with Brussels — a process 
that would require approval from all 27 EU members. 

            च         क   क  क                  क     क                क   क ,           क  
            (EU) क                                क         औ    क             क            

    च क    ए       क                                      27  द   द    क     क             
क      

 Greece has threatened to block such a move. 

           क   क  क   क        क    क              
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30J6. Israeli attacks ‗led to genocide, war crimes, and crimes against 
humanity‘ 
                ‗       ,            औ                       ‘   ए 

 FE) initiative — to strengthen European defence capabilities. 

                        क  150          क  Security Action for Europe (SAFE)      क         
क      च क    ,    क                             क        क        

 “We expect your support, lawmakers, for Turkiye‘s inclusion in the defence and security 
initiatives announced by the EU,” Mr. Erdogan said. 

    एद       क  , “       क        क                             ए                         क  
       कए      क    ए           क               ” 

 Within SAFE, firms from non-EU countries such as Turkiye, Britain and the U.S. can only 
supply up to 35% of the component costs of weaponry funded by the scheme. 

 SAFE क                ,       औ                  -            द    क  क                 क      

                 क    क      क  क    35%  क           क   क       
 If Turkiye wants its companies to be able to tap a bigger part of the funds, Ankara needs to 

sign a partnership with the EU and then negotiate special access with Brussels — a process 
that would require approval from all 27 EU members. 

             च         क   क  क                  क                 क   क ,           क          

    क                                क         औ    क             क                च    
   च   क                   क    ए                    27  द   द    क     क        क       

 Greece has threatened to block such a move. 

             क      क   क        क    क  च              
 International criminal law defines genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes, 

and recognises that these offences may be committed against children and produce child 
specific harms. Recently, an independent UN inquiry found that Israel actions deliberately 
targeted Palestinian children. 

                                 ,                       औ              क           

क                 क   क        क            च  क            कए     क      औ    च  क    ए 

       क   क             क   क                             (UN) क  एक          च             
 क        क  क                  क                 क                

 “Israeli authorities and security forces deliberately targeted Palestinian children, resulting 
in genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes in Gaza, and war crimes in the 
occupied West Bank,” an independent UN inquiry said on Tuesday. 

         क              (UN) क  एक          च    क        क “                 औ            
         क                 क              ,    क                            ,           
            औ            ,     क                                   ए ” 

 International criminal law, as codified in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) and customary international law, defines genocide, crimes against humanity, 
and war crimes and recognises that these offences may be committed against children and 

produce child-specific harms. 

                         ,       क                          (ICC) क             (Rome 

Statute)                      क                    ,        ,                       औ  
            क           क                              क            च  क            कए    
 क      औ    च  क    ए        क   क             क   क       

Act of genocide 
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 According to Article 6 of the Rome Statute of the ICC, “genocide” means any of the 
following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or 
religious group, as such. 

 ICC क             क        द 6 क        , “       ” क           क      क              क         , 

     ,               क      क                  क           क    क             क     ए  
 The acts include, killing members of the group, causing serious bodily or mental harm to 

members of the group, deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring 
about its physical destruction in whole or in part, imposing measures intended to prevent 
births within the group, forcibly transferring children of the group to another group. 

    क             क        क       क   ,                  क         क         च   ,         
      क                                     क              क     क         ,             

  क   क                      क             क    च  क        क  क                          

क              

Widespread attack 

           

 Under Article 7 of the Rome Statute, crimes against humanity are specific acts committed 
as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against a civilian population, with 
knowledge of that attack. 

            क        द 7 क        ,                                 क           क        क 

      क            क                 क        क                    क     क           ए  कए 

         
 The Rome Statute lists a range of acts that may constitute crimes against humanity, 

including murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation or forcible transfer of 
populations, unlawful imprisonment, torture, rape and other forms of sexual violence, 

persecution of identifiable groups on political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, religious or 
gender grounds, enforced disappearance, apartheid, and other inhumane acts intentionally 

causing serious physical or mental harm. 

                  क क     क    च                                       क     ,           ,      

     , द    ,                    क        क          ,      क      ,      ,             
          क        ,        क,      ,       ,      ,     क   क,      क        क         
  च                    क        ,              द  ,      द (        )                 क    
     क         च                     क              

Geneva convention 

              

 Article 8 of the Rome Statute defines war crimes as serious violations of international 
humanitarian law committed during an armed conflict. 

            क        द 8             क             क         कए  ए                         

क                क                 क        
 The Court exercises jurisdiction particularly where such crimes are committed as part of a 

plan or policy or on a large scale. 

                                    क       क       क                       क            
     क                             कए  ए     

 War crimes include grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions, such as wilful killing, 

torture or inhuman treatment, wilfully causing great suffering or serious injury, unlawful 
destruction or seizure of property, compelling prisoners of war to serve hostile forces, denying 
prisoners a fair trial, unlawful deportation or confinement, and taking hostages. 
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                               क                       ,            क      ,          
              ,       क       क               च       च   ,       क                क   , 
           क          क       क    क    ए      क   ,                         च  क   ,      

                         क        
 The statute also criminalises a broader range of serious violations of the laws and customs of 

war. 

                क  क      औ        ओ  क      क               क                 क        
 The statute applies these prohibitions to both international and non-international armed 

conflicts. 

                     क                    -                 क   क                     क        

On Israel‘s actions 

                       

 In a previous report dated September 16, 2025, the Commission has found that the Israeli 
authorities and Israeli security forces have committed and are continuing to commit four 
categories of underlying acts of genocide in the Gaza Strip with the specific intent to destroy, 
in whole or in part, the Palestinian group, as such. 

 16       , 2025 क                                    क                  औ                
                                   क                क           क    क                          
क  च          क      क     कए    औ                    

 Three of those four categories are especially relevant to children, namely (i) killing members 
of the group; (ii) causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; and (iii) 
deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical 
destruction in whole or in part. 

    च                                  च               ,        (i)      क        क       क   , (ii) 
     क        क              क         क         च   ,     (iii)               क           

                          क              क     क           
 They also found that the elements for crimes against humanity have been fulfilled in Gaza, 

namely that attacks by the Israeli security forces since October 7, 2023 have involved 

“multiple commission of acts” directed against any civilian population that are widespread or 
systematic. 

                    क                                क             ए   ,        7       , 2023    
                         कए  ए              क       क            क                  
“   क क    ”  कए  ए     

 The Commission has found in a previous report in September 2025 that (i) the extensive 
and deliberate targeting of Palestinians, including children, showed that the military 
operations were not conducted solely to defeat Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups 
as Israeli officials claimed, nor can they legitimately contribute to the other stated goals of 
defending the state of Israel and securing the release of Israeli hostages. 

                2025 क                            क (i)   च                   क      क औ  
      क            ए                      क             क         औ                
           क         क    क    ए      च  ए  ए   ,       क                            क     , 
औ                 क                        क                                                  
 क       

 (ii) the intentional targeting of Palestinian children was intended to physically destroy the 
larger Palestinian group in Gaza. 

 (ii)                क        क               क                     क                क  
    क       क        
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 The Commission finds that Israeli security forces have committed the following war 
crimes against and affecting Palestinian children, consistent with its findings in previous 

reports: willful killing, torture and inhuman and degrading treatment causing severe physical 
and psychological harm, willfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health 
through deliberate deprivation and violence, intentionally directing attacks against the civilian 
population, destruction of property, and outrages upon personal dignity, designed to 
dehumanise and subjugate the Palestinian population, including children. 

               क                                     क                        क         
                      कए   ,      क              क     क   क          :       क      ,       
            औ         क                          क ए        क         च ,       क  
   च  क    औ        क                क                     क         च   ,      क          
      क       क   ,       क                          क       ,    क           च       

                क        क   औ      क        
 The report says that Israel continues to blatantly disregard the International Court of 

Justice (ICJ) advisory opinion of 19 July 2024 in respect of the „Legal Consequences arising 

from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem‟, and importantly, the orders for provisional measures issued on 26 January, 28 
March 2024 and 24 May 2024 in the case of the „Application of the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the Gaza Strip (South Africa v. 
Israel)‟, which are binding on Israel. 

           क           क        „   क                ,                             ,    
       क         औ     ओ           क            ‟        19       2024 क             

        (ICJ) क           क     क                 क          ,                 „             
              क    क    औ                    क          (द                     )‟ 

         26      , 28      2024 औ  24    2024 क                    क        क    ,    
              क        

 In the case, South Africa accuses Israeli forces of genocide, but it could take years to 

reach a conclusion. 

             द                                    क               ,    क           क    क 

    च      क          क       
 The Commission‘s findings, though not judicial determinations, may inform ongoing 

international investigations and proceedings. 

               ,            क              ,           च                    च  औ       क 

क          क    ए                  क   क       
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30J6. On the delay in India-U.S. trade deal 

    –                         द       

 India and the U.S. announced in February 2025 that they would work towards a Bilateral 
Trade Agreement, but differences over agriculture and Russian oil, along with legal 
battles in Washington and investigations initiated by the Trump administration, have 

clouded its prospect. 

     औ                   2025          क      क                          (Bilateral Trade 

Agreement) क          क    क    ,  क                     क    क         क     -                
च                    औ                        क                क         ओ  क        क  
         

 Then, in February 2026, they signed a framework agreement for an interim trade deal that 
was to be implemented by April-May 2026. 

  क            2026                 एक                      क    ए               
(Framework Agreement)            कए,          -   2026  क       क            

 However, despite several meetings, India and the U.S. could not finalise the first tranche, 
with key sticking points being India‘s reluctance to open up its agricultural and dairy 
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sectors, and its decision to buy oil from Russia. 

      क, क     क  क              औ                             क           क                
    क     क                  क            औ             क                                

       क            
 This was not a trade deal itself, but the framework along which one could be worked out. 

        क                        ,    क            द         ,    क                     
              क       क       

 Under the framework, the U.S. was to reduce total tariffs on Indian imports to 18%, 

providing it a competitive advantage over its competitors. 

          क                             क                  क           क  18% क      , 
           क                  क                     क                

 Both sides also committed to providing each other preferential market access in ―sectors 
of respective interest‖. 

            ―                      ‖    एक-      क                      (Preferential Market 

Access)      क    क                   क   

Why has this deal been delayed? 

             द              ? 

 Soon after the framework was announced, the U.S. Supreme Court invalidated the 
reciprocal tariff system itself, saying the law it was based on — the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) of the U.S. — did not allow for such tariffs. 

       (Framework) क        क                                                   

(Reciprocal Tariff)        क                 क       औ  क    क     क     —            

                                (IEEPA) —                ,              क         

           
 That removed a major foundation on which the deal negotiations had taken place. 

                              ,                  क       ए              
 Right after the Supreme Court‘s decision, Mr. Trump announced that he would be imposing 

a flat 10% tariff on imports from all countries under the Trade Act of 1974, which he said 
authorised him to take action to address the U.S.‘s ballooning trade deficit. 

              क        क                            क   क    1974                   (Trade 

Act of 1974) क                                       10%                 ए       क  क       
 क                                                       क    ए क       क    क     क            

 The first investigation against 16 economies, including India, was to see whether these 
economies were using excess manufacturing capacity to export to the U.S. in a manner 
that was hurting American businesses. 

          16             क                  क                          क            

                      क        क क          क             क        ,                       
क    क               

 The second one, against 60 countries including India, was to look into whether these 
countries had taken ―sufficient steps‖ to prohibit the import of goods produced with forced 
labour and how the ―failure to eradicate‖ these practices impacts U.S. workers and 
businesses. 

         च,              60 द    क        क    , क                      क                      
   (Forced Labour)               ओ  क            क       क    ए ―        द ‖    ए        
      ओ  क  ―                    ‖ क                औ                               

 Under the forced labour investigation, the U.S. Government in early June proposed to 
levy a 12.5% tariff on imports from 54 countries, including India, as they have ―failed to 
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impose and effectively enforce‖ prohibitions on the import of goods produced using forced 
labour. 

              क             क                                      54 द                         
12.5%            क           ,     क   क                                           ओ  क  
                क  ―          औ                                   ‖           

 To be sure, this does not mean the U.S. is saying that India uses forced labour, but that it 
has not stopped the import of goods that have been manufactured using forced labour. 

          ,   क                  क            क          क                    क        क    
  ,    क   क  क        क                                ओ  क       क                      क      

 In the meantime, the two sides continue to negotiate on the other non-tariff aspects of the 
deal, such as enhanced market access, digital trade, supply chain resilience, reduction of 
non-tariff barriers, and expanded cooperation in strategic sectors. 

     च                क         -           ओ ,                       ,              ,        
               ,    -                 क                                                    
      ए     

 
 

30J6. Has RBI changed the rules for scam compensation? 

                     (RBI)                                                         ? 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Wednesday issued fresh rules to protect customers 
from scam transactions where they lose money to fraudsters and cyberattacks. 

                 (RBI)           क        क                  -द  ,                    क  क    

                         च    क    ए  ए            कए  
 These directions amend the RBI‘s 2017 circular on ―Limiting Liability of Customers in 

Unauthorised Electronic Banking Transactions‖. 

         ―                            -द               द               ‖        RBI    2017    
                क        

 That previous framework only left banks liable to compensate scammed customers if 
transactions were not even authorised by customers, such as in a successful hacking 

incident. 
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            क              क  क                                          क           क         
  ,         -       क           क          ,       क              क           

 They are effective from January 1, 2027, and last for the year. 

   1       2027               औ  एक      क             

What has the RBI changed? 

RBI         द      ए   ? 

 In Wednesday‘s amendments, a draft version of which was released for public comment in 
March, customers can get reimbursed when they fall prey to certain scams, like digital 
arrests (where they are ―coerced‖ into paying money), or when one-time passcodes 
(OTPs) are ―fraudulently‖ stolen from them. 

                         ,    क                                 क    ए       क         , 
      क  क                 क    क                             क   ,                      
(                     क    क    ए ―     ‖  क          ),           क    -            

(OTP) ―            ‖      क    ए          
 Most financial fraud currently relies on ―social engineering‖ attacks, which require 

hoodwinking customers in one way or another; since banks‘ core cybersecurity 
infrastructure is heavily regulated and subject to RBI audits, ―zero click‖ hacks are 

vanishingly rare. 

             क                  ―                ‖                       ,        क  - -

 क    क            क        क            च   क      क                         क         औ  
RBI      क         ,     ए ―    -    ‖                     

 The new key concept is ―fraudulent electronic banking transactions (EBTs)‖. 

          क                   ―                                -द   (EBTs)‖     
 RBI defines these as transactions which are ―executed by a third-party using the 

credentials obtained from the customer through fraudulent means or executed by the 
customer by granting approval under coercion or duress from the third-party‖ or ―an 
EBT which is not authorised by a customer and inter alia includes an EBT occurring on 
account of negligence by a bank and/or a third-party breach.‖ 

RBI                -    क                  क     ,    ―                                            
         -                    ए   ए                              द          द       
        द      ए   ए ‖,      ―                        -द                                 
                                                           ए    -द               ‖ 

 This means that customers who ignore fraud signal warnings, such as those on a UPI PIN 
screen that a given transaction could be a scam, would not be eligible for any 
compensation. 

  क          क                                    ,      UPI PIN                 क      -    

क               क  च      , क           क      ,     क               क                 
 In cases of a third-party hack, the timeline for a customer to report the loss has been 

increased to five calendar days from three working days. 

                      क                           क    च        क     -               द       
   क               द   क            

 As in the 2017 rules, if any amount is deducted after a customer reports fraud, the 
customer bears no liability and is entitled to a reversal of the transaction. 

2017          क       ,                        क    च        क      क        क      ,      क  
क                                -    क       क     क     क          

 Banks can waive customers‘ liability even if a transaction is negligent, but this is subject to 

their own discretion. 
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     क                   -    क                    क            क   क     ,  क         क  
    क          क      

 If a user does not have their latest phone number or email address registered with the 
bank, this counts as negligence, as the bank would not send fraud alerts to the right 

contact. 

     क        क                                                     क        क       ,        
                ए  ,     क                         क                                       ए    

How much compensation can customers receive? 

                                   ? 

 For losses up to ₹50,000, individual victims can claim 85% of the amount as compensation, 
only once in their lifetime, up to ₹25,000. 

₹50,000  क क                             85%       क          क       क   क     ,  क       

                    ए                 औ     क   ₹25,000  क              
 (This means that for any amount from ₹29,412 till ₹50,000, customers will receive a flat 

₹25,000 compensation.) 

(      ₹29,412      क  ₹50,000  क क   क                    क     क   ₹25,000 क      च  

                ) 
 Roughly three-fourths of the amount will be paid by RBI itself, while the customer and 

beneficiary banks will pay half the remaining amount. 

क        क          -          RBI          क    ,    क          क               औ  
               क      

 A customer must report to the cybercrime helpline (1930) within five days to be eligible for 

this. 

          क           क    क    ए      क        द   क                            (1930)    
  क        क           

 It is worth noting that scams above ₹50,000 do not seem to be covered in this framework at 

all. 

                क ₹50,000       क क                    क                               

What changed between the draft and final rules? 

     औ                                   ए? 

 From the March draft, banks have been given more time to implement this new system; the 
draft rules had a July 1 effective date. 

     क       क                क               क       क    क    ए    क                ;      

             1                क                    
 This is now January 1, 2027. 

     क             1       2027 क            
 Complaint settlement timelines are also now increased to 45-60 days, with the latter 

applying for international transactions. 

               क     -              क  45-60  द  क          ,                     -द   क  
  ए 60  द  क     -                

 Dvara Research, a non-profit financial inclusion think tank, had suggested that the 
vulnerability of customers be taken into account. 

           ,                     क    क         एक    -   क                 ,                  
 क       क      द       क                      च   ए  
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 ―Research suggests that Indians encounter fraud attempts multiple times a week, that 
these attempts are growing more sophisticated, and therefore, it is not unlikely that 
customers may fall for them more than once,‖ the body wrote. 

                क ―                                                                          
      क           ,                   क     क                 , औ      ए                   क 

   क एक       क       क    क        ए  ” 
 “Vulnerable customers may not be expected to meet high standards of attentiveness or 

defend themselves against frauds that are sophisticated even for the more evolved customers 
Under the Indian Contract Act, contracts executed under information asymmetry, external 
influence, or fraudulent pretext are voidable... Bundling such different transactions under the 
common definition of „authorised transaction‟ diminishes their fundamental difference and 
may even reduce the significance of a liability framework.” 

“             क                   क      क    क         क   क    क     च                क   

                      क      क   क ,              क  क    ए    
च            ...                       क           च   क         , 
                                     कए  ए               कए    
 क     ...           क   क     -    क  „   क      -   ‟ क  एक    
        क                क              क  क  क                    
              क       क          क      ” 

30J6. Union Cabinet okays ₹30,000 cr. additional 
investment in NIIF for new fund creation 

                  NIIF     ए                  ए ₹30,000 

                                द   
 The Union Cabinet approves additional investment in 

NIIF 
                  NIIF                            द  

 The Union Cabinet has approved an additional investment 
by the Government of India of ₹30,000 crore in the National 
Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) to be used for its 

upcoming funds, the government announced on Monday. 

                                                 ए                

(NIIF)      क             क    ए        कए           ₹30,000      क  
              क                 ,    क          क             क  क   

 The decision itself was taken last week, it said. 

   क      क    क                                      
 This would take the government‟s total commitment in NIIF 

to ₹60,000 crore. 

      NIIF      क   क  क            ₹60,000           ए    
 The NIIF is India‟s sovereign anchored fund, in which the 

Government of India is a 49% shareholder. 

 NIIF      क         ए           ,                  क  49%      द    
    

 It currently manages capital commitments of about ₹40,000 
crore across its funds and investment strategies, the government 

said. 

   क      क    क                               औ                 
क              ₹40,000      क                ओ  क        क    
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 “We are grateful for this allocation of ₹30,000 crore, which is a strong reaffirmation of 

Government support to NIIF and reinforces the catalytic capital model that has defined NIIF 
since inception,” Sanjiv Aggarwal, Managing Director and CEO of NIIF said. 

 NIIF क         द    ए                         (CEO)                क  , “   ₹30,000      

क           क    ए         ,    NIIF क            क        क                     औ         क  
       NIIF क    च            क            क  औ       क       ” 

 New fund 
         
 According to a release by NIIF, this additional allocation from the government will help NIIF 

raise larger funds, attract investors across geographies, and deepen its presence in key 
sectors of the economy. 

 NIIF                   क        ,   क                             NIIF क                , 
             क              क  क   क     क                  क                            

क  औ        क              क      
 The government said that this additional investment of ₹30,000 crore will be used to set up 

NIIF‘s second infrastructure focussed fund, the successor to its first flagship fund with this 

mandate. 

   क      क    क ₹30,000      क                   NIIF क                -          क  
       क    ए        क     ए  ,                     क                क        क          

 “NIIF Infrastructure Fund II is proposed to have a target corpus of close to ₹30,000 crore 
and is expected to undertake investments across transportation, energy, digital 
infrastructure, and emerging areas such as urban infrastructure and e-mobility,” the 

government release said. 

   क              क        क NIIF Infrastructure Fund II क              क        

₹30,000           औ    क                 ,     ,                                   ए   
 -                                   कए      क            

 It added that the allocation will also support NIIF‘s new fund strategies and upcoming 
bilateral and strategic funds. 

                 क        क          NIIF क                                    औ  
             क                क      

 “Over the past decade, GoI‘s anchor commitment has enabled us to build a very strong 
institutional investor base, spanning leading sovereign wealth funds, pension funds, 
multilateral and bilateral institutions, and domestic financial institutions,” Mr. Aggarwal 

added. 

                 क  , “      एक   क                  ए                    एक             

             क        क    क                   ,                           ,         , 

        ए                                                  ” 
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30J6. FPIs pour in a record ₹53,300 cr. to compensate for debt equity exit 

ऋ  औ                                 ए FPI           ₹53,300                     

 FII investment in Debt Securities 
ऋ               FII          

 Foreign Institutional Investors (FII) poured a record ₹53,363 crore in all types of debt 
securities to compensate for a near equal amount sold in equities in June 2026. 

   द                    (FII)        2026                             क       क        क    
क    ए      क   क  ऋ            (Debt Securities)      क    ₹53,363      क         क    

 This led to a net inflow of about ₹334 crore in all instruments, according to data from NSDL. 

 NSDL क    क   क        ,                              ₹334      क            (Inflow) 

     क        
 Debt security investments are classified into General Limit, Voluntary Retention Route 

(VRR) and Fully Accessible Route (FAR) — a large section of which could be attributed to 
government securities. 

 ऋ          (Debt Security)          क             (General Limit),                      
(Voluntary Retention Route- VRR) औ                   (Fully Accessible Route- FAR)    
   क    क          ,    क  एक                            (Government Securities)    
            क       

 Inflows in the General Limit and Fully Accessible Route (FAR) came in at ₹28,196 and 
₹21,788 crore in June 2026. 

     2026               (General Limit) क         ₹28,196                           (FAR) 

क         ₹21,788      क                  क        
 FAR bond investments were up five times and General Limit investments increased from an 

outflow of ₹100 crore last month. 

 FAR क                                          ,    क            क                           
क  ₹100                  (Outflow)            

 The increase in inflows comes weeks after the Ministry of Finance exempted government 
securities from long-term capital gains and increased the tenors of bonds in the FAR 
category in a bid to deepen bond markets. 

            (Inflows)                                               क  द                     

(Long-Term Capital Gains)                 FAR                      (Tenors of Bonds)       
क  क                   ,    क                     क  औ                 

 The move also comes at a time when the overall foreign investor behaviour leans towards 
aversion to the Indian markets, largely due to sub-par returns in equities owing to higher 
valuations and a depreciated rupee. 

    क                                 द            क                                   क  
ओ    ,    क       क                 (Higher Valuations)                (Depreciated 

Rupee) क  क              औ               (Sub-par Returns)     
 Equity outflow, however, continued for the fourth consecutive month to ₹51,456 crore in 

June 2026. 

       क,                    (Equity Outflow)     2026                                  औ     

₹51,456           
 In the past six months put together, equity outflows alone were ₹2.76 lakh crore. 

                   क                          ₹2.76               
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30J6. U.S. firm Signa forays into India, to curb counterfeiters with AI 

              Signa    AI     दद                              ए                    
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 U.S.-based brand protection and investigations firm Signa Techlaw Corp. has entered the 
Indian market, marking its first expansion into the Asia-Pacific region. 

                         औ     च क     Signa Techlaw Corp.                          क     , 
   ए    -               क                  

 Established in 2023 by Daniel Estrada and Andrés Argoti, the company combines artificial 
intelligence with investigative expertise to detect counterfeit products, unauthorized 
sellers, and illicit trade networks across digital and physical marketplaces. 

 2023           ए      औ  ए                           क                    (Artificial 

Intelligence) क     च                 क         क         औ      क                    द , 
                                        क    च   क        

 Industry reports have consistently identified China, India, and Turkey as some of the world‟s 
largest sources of counterfeit goods, underlining the scale of the global challenge. 

                                  ,      औ          क                      क                   
              ,            क च      क      क     क        क  क        

 Mr. Estrada, who has served as a reserve police lieutenant attached to crime investigations 
and Interpol, aims to position Signa as a technology-driven platform supporting international 

organizations in tackling illicit trade originating from these regions. 

    ए     ,                  च औ          (Interpol)                              क        क    
 क     , Signa क  एक        क -         च क               क    च       ,                     

                                           क         क    
 “The problem is no longer limited to luxury goods or fashion accessories. 

 “            क                         ए         क                      
 Counterfeit medicines, cosmetics, food items, and alcoholic beverages are increasingly 

reaching consumers, posing significant risks to public health and safety,” Daniel Estrada, 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Signa, said in an interview. 

      द      ,          ,       द    औ    द       द                   ओ   क     च       , 
                      औ        क    ए                           ,” Signa क          ए        

                        ए         एक      क      क    
 “Today, the largest counterfeit marketplace is no longer a traditional street market—it is 

online. 

 “                                 क          क   क           ,    क            
 As consumers increasingly shop digitally, counterfeiters have followed them,” he emphasised. 

                   ए क    क     -                                     क        ,     -      क   
        च                           ए     

 India‘s counterfeit trade is rapidly shifting to digital platforms, with e-commerce websites 
and social media emerging as key distribution channels, he added. 

        क    क                  द                                क  ओ           ,       -

               औ                                 क              
 According to the ASPAC-CRISIL State of Counterfeiting in India 2025 report, online 

platforms account for 53% of counterfeit purchases, while nearly 89% of urban Indian 

consumers have unknowingly or knowingly purchased counterfeit products at least once. 

 ASPAC-CRISIL State of Counterfeiting in India 2025        क        ,                 
 क       ओ  क  53%      क    ए            ,    क      89%                    ओ     
      क               क -  -क  एक      क                   

 Signa‘s technology platform collects intelligence including seller identities, payment 
information, phone numbers, and location data to assist investigations and enforcement 

agencies. 
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 Signa क         क    च                  ,                      ,                          
            च  ए  एक  क      ,          च ए         ए       क                   

 The company is currently working with more than 32 brands across 12 countries and has 
identified counterfeit products worth over $150 million globally, and has supported 
enforcement actions safeguarding products valued at more than $40 million, it said. 

 क        क    क              12 द       32               क      क    क                  क        
150                   क      क   क          क    च   क  च क     औ  40                
   क      क         क              च  क                                क  च क      

 With India‘s digital economy expanding rapidly and online shopping becoming 
mainstream, brand protection is expected to become an even greater priority for 

businesses. 

                          क                 औ            द    क                क     ,      

              क    ए औ        क               क        क            
 Signa plans to initially focus on sectors such as pharmaceuticals, healthcare, cosmetics, 

food, and beverages, where counterfeit products can have serious consequences for 
consumer safety. 

 Signa       क                    ,            ,          ,       द             द              
        क     क    क                  ,       क                       क    ए              

      क   क       
 Later, it will foray into garments and lifestyle segments. 

        क            औ                            क      
 The company is already supporting global clients including Procter & Gamble, Roche, 

Diageo, and several multinational pharmaceutical and spirits companies operating in India. 

 क                Procter & Gamble, Roche, Diageo             क      क            

             औ          क                 क    क  क      ए       क          
 It is also collaborating with investigators, law firms, and enforcement authorities while 

strengthening its local presence. 

                    क  क        क    क     -              ,          औ                 क  
             क          

 Additionally, Signa is developing a WhatsApp-based verification tool that will enable 

consumers and authorities to authenticate products simply by sharing a photograph. 

   क         , Signa एक WhatsApp-                      क    क        ,    क  
                  औ      क   क    एक           क क         क        क   क        क  
 क     

 The company‟s infrastructure runs on AWS, where it uses Amazon DynamoDB as its 
primary operational database and event-driven serverless services to process millions of 

data points efficiently. 

 क     क       च       AWS      च            ,         Amazon DynamoDB क            

   च            क                -                     क                       ओ  क  क    

    क   क    ए क        
 “On the AI side, we leverage OpenAI‘s models together with our own proprietary detection 

and investigation pipelines to identify counterfeit products, analyse evidence, and automate 
complex enforcement workflows across marketplaces, social media, and the open web,” co-
founder Andrés Argoti said. 

   -      क ए              क  , “               (AI) क            OpenAI          क      

                   च   ए      च         क        क      ,    क  क          क    च   क     
 क ,       क           क       क        क      ,             औ                         

     ओ  क    च               क  ” 
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30J6.  Scientists test cockatoos to see if animals understand death 

                      ए                                                              
 For example, the German philosopher Martin Heidegger declared in a 1939 seminar that 

“mortals are they who can experience death as death. Animals cannot do this.” 

       क    ए,            क                   1939 क  एक            क       क “               
      क        क              क   क                    क   क   ” 

 “Only man dies. The animal perishes,” he added in his 1971 book Poetry, Language, 
Thought. 

            1971 क      क Poetry, Language, Thought        क  , “क                       
क                   ” 

 In a 2020 paper with UVM cognitive scientist Antonio J. Osuna-Mascaró, she argued that 
two forms of anthropocentrism — the belief that human beings are superior to all others — 
undergird humans‟ reluctance to acknowledge animals‟ ability to understand death. 

       2020    UVM क          क       क ए          .      -        क       क              
 क        क     -        (Anthropocentrism) क       —                 क               

               —                   क        क        क          क     क    क      क        
 One: the framing of death as an abstract concept, “as something that we know will 

inevitably befall all of us, but which we cannot point to or perceive with any of our senses.” 

     क          क  एक               (Abstract Concept) क              क      ,            
                       क        क           ,  क                  क                          
           क   क    

 The duo called this intellectual anthropocentrism. 

        क   ओ                    -        (Intellectual Anthropocentrism) क    
 The second they called emotional anthropocentrism: “the excessive focus on grief as a 

reaction to death”. 

         क                      -        (Emotional Anthropocentrism) क  ,              क  
            क        क                क          

 These might be the reasons why existing accounts of animals‟ reactions to their kin‟s deaths 
are limited to those deemed exceptionally intelligent — chimpanzees, elephants, orcas, and 
crows — and focus overtly on their human-like displays of grief and rituals. 

           क        क           क        क                 क         ओ             क    

      क         क                                ,     ,      औ    ए            क          
             -        औ                                     

  “It requires only that an animal recognise death as the irreversible loss of the characteristic 
functions of a living body,” he added. 

           क    क   क    ए क             क     क क             क  एक            क         

    ओ  क                                 क          च    क   
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30J6. It‘s a bad idea to 
scratch a bug bite, 

research says 

             ,              
                    
             

 To understand what 
was happening in the skin, 

Kaplan‟s team took a deeper 
look at mast cells, among the 

immune system‟s first 
responders. 

  च                  ,           
क    ए क     क              

         (Mast Cells) क      

       क  ,               क  
      क                   
क   क ओ            

 When called into 
action, they release compounds 
that can help fight germs or 
toxins — or, through a 
compound called histamine, 

trigger itchy allergic reactions. 

                           क 

      क      क      ,    
                    द            
          क      ,      
         (Histamine)    क 

      क                      
ए    क        ए        क    
    

 Scientists have long 
known that allergens can 
activate mast cells. 

      क                       क 

ए                   क       क   क       
 Pain-sensing nerve cells release a chemical messenger called substance P. 

दद                                  ए            (Substance P)    क एक        क         क 

क      क        
 In findings published last year, Kaplan‟s team reported that substance P can activate mast 

cells through a different molecular pathway than allergens do — a double whammy that 

explains why scratching further inflames itchy rashes or bites. 

           क        क      क     क                क                         क  ए        
         क                 क   क     ,    एक            क      क    क       औ          

क        क                       चक      क   क  क     क       औ     क                 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
3 

 If we experience pain like touching a hot stove, we‟ll learn not to do that again. 

            च     क            दद               ,                    क    क               
 Yet relief from a good scratch, in evolutionary terms, is positive feedback. 

 क      क                                                   एक  क     क         (Positive 

Feedback) क                
 One long-held theory is that it may help creatures slough off parasites like fleas or mites. 

एक              च            क        ,         क        (Fleas)          (Mites)      
               क                   क   क       

 But Kaplan also was intrigued by other labs‟ findings that mast cells could fend off a common 
type of skin bacteria called Staphylococcus aureus. 

 क    क                 ओ  क        क                  ए,                     क      

      ए                    (Staphylococcus aureus)    क                              
क   क       
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30J6. Radio-tagged white-rumped vulture electrocuted 

      -       ए  ए      -                                        

 A captively-bred, radio-tagged White-rumped Vulture (Gyps bengalensis) that was 
released earlier this year at the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve in Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu 

was electrocuted on Sunday. 
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        क                    क                      द                                द       

        ,       -            -          (Gyps bengalensis)        क  क                        
 The bird, initially released in the Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve in Maharashtra in 

December 2025, made its way into Karnataka, where it had to be captured and treated after 

showing signs of illness. 

        क            द     2025            क        -                                             

           च    ,             क                         क क    च    क        
 In April, the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and the Karnataka Forest 

Department had discussions with their counterparts in Tamil Nadu and received permission 
to release the bird in the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, which is home to the last sizeable 
population of White-rumped Vultures in South India. 

                                    (BNHS)                                 क     क      क  
    चच   क  औ      क    द                           क              क ,      द            
    -           क                             क        

 The death of the vulture has signalled the end of the first attempted reintroduction of a 
captively-bred bird of the species into the landscape and could have consequences for 
conservation policies in the future. 

         क        क               क    द                    क    क   क                     

क    क                                  क        क                           क       

Identifying threats 

                

 “There have long been calls for captively-bred birds to be released into Mudumalai to 
bolster populations. With this reintroduction having failed, steps must be taken to identify why 
the bird was unable to adapt and also to identify the threats to the endangered species, such 
as power lines which have led to multiple vulture deaths in the region over the last few 
years,” said a conservationist from the Nilgiris. 

         क  एक                 क  , “      क              क    ए               द          
            क    द                   क                          क                              , 
                 क     क                       क                 ढ                    
                   क       च   क        ,    क  क          क                    क        क  
             ” 
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30J6. Surveillance boost: Army to raise ‗Baaz Battalions‘ 

                     :      ‗            ‘               

 The Indian Army is raising dedicated ‗Baaz Battalions‘ to significantly 
enhance its Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) capability, a move aimed at 
strengthening battlefield surveillance, intelligence gathering, and rapid 
response through a specialised drone force, defence sources said. 

          क                                          ए       (RPA)      क  
                     क    ए        ‗           ‘ क      क                 क  
             क          क                          ,                          
                   क       क        

 Sources in the Indian Army have confirmed the development and said 
that the new battalions will be built upon the Army‟s existing RPA Flights and will 

comprise a specialist pool of trained personnel responsible for operating and 
managing Remotely Piloted Aircraft systems. 

             क               क   क        क      ए क    क                  क         

RPA        क               क    ए                             क      क  एक 

                ,                    ए               क    च    ए         क    ए 

              
 The initiative is intended to bolster the Army‟s Intelligence, Surveillance 

and Reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities by providing integrated aerial 
surveillance, persistent battlefield awareness, and improved situational 
awareness for frontline formations. 

        क              क           ,          ए             (ISR)     ओ  क       

क          क                  च  क        क     क  एक क               ,     

                                                     क      ए    
 The Baaz Battalions will centralise the Army‟s expanding drone 

capabilities and will be designed to handle the entire lifecycle of RPA 
operations, including deployment, maintenance, data exploitation, and 
seamless integration with ground forces. 

                   क           क                      क  क   क     च    क      
     RPA        क             च  क        क    क    ए   क     क     ए  ,       
      ,       ,              ए                      क                         
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30J6. What India‘s 12 ‗operationally deployed‘ nuclear warheads really mean 

        12 ‗                   ‘                             द        ? 

 For the first time, it classified 12 of India‘s estimated stockpile of 190 nuclear warheads to 
be operationally deployed, i.e., positioned with active military forces mated with delivery 
systems and ready for use. 

        ,           क           190                क              12 क                         

(Operationally Deployed)            ,                         क                         
          क        क    ए                    
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 This sounds alarming — but the alarm itself may not be warranted. 

          च     क          क     ,  क        च        क         च           क    
 The reason is that India has neither crossed a strategic threshold nor has it abandoned its 

decades-old ‗No First Use (NFU)‘ policy. 

  क  क           क              क        क          क     औ              क         ‗     
            (No First Use-NFU)‘ क       क           क       

India‘s promise 

                 

 India‘s ‗No First Use (NFU)‘ policy is a pillar of its nuclear doctrine and its credible 
minimum deterrence posture. 

        ‗                 (No First Use-NFU)‘           क                 (Nuclear 

Doctrine)                            (Credible Minimum Deterrence) क       क  एक 

              
 At the UN High-Level Meeting commemorating the International Day for the Total 

Elimination of Nuclear Weapons in September 2025, India‘s representative Sibi George 
reaffirmed India‘s commitment to NFU and to the non-use of nuclear weapons against non-
nuclear-weapon states. 

       2025                                                 द   क                        

                            क                       NFU             -                    

द    क                       क         क    क       क           क                
 Under NFU, India commits to not launching a pre-emptive nuclear strike. 

NFU क                               क        क        -                    (Pre-emptive 

Nuclear Strike)      क      
 What it needs is the absolute certainty that even after absorbing a nuclear first strike, 

enough of its nuclear arsenal will survive to deliver a devastating retaliatory blow. 

  क    ए     क     क                 क        क           क                 क             

          ,    क         क                 (Retaliatory Blow) क   क   
 This survivability guarantee is what strategists call a second-strike capability, and without it, 

NFU is not a doctrine but a liability. 

               क           क        क                         (Second-Strike 

Capability) क      , औ    क       NFU क                     ,    क एक       क क         

  ए    
 In other words, the doctrine depends on a force that can survive and retaliate. 

             ,                                                क               क           

    
 The SIPRI report does not indicate a shift towards first use, a lowering of the threshold for 

nuclear employment or indeed any revision of the political controls that govern India‘s 
nuclear weapons. 

SIPRI क                   (First Use) क       क  ओ   क          ,                क       क  
     क  क  क                                               क             क          क  
  क              

 Instead, it documents the maturing of India‘s ability to credibly deliver the second strike. 

  क        ,                क                            क     क      क   क             
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Stockpile v. Deployment 

                   

 This distinction is significant. 

                           
 Possessing a nuclear warhead and deploying it as part of an operational deterrent is not the 

same thing. 

 क                 क               औ        च      क              (Deterrent) क        
      क    एक                 

 For most of its nuclear history, India has kept its warheads in a de-mated state, meaning 
the warheads were stored separately from their delivery vehicles, in a central storage site 
and under strict civilian and political oversight. 

        क                  क                             क    -            (De-mated State) 

         ,                क    क                       एक क                   क              
                क                                 

 The idea was to maximise safety, reduce the risk of accidental use, and signal restraint to 
the international community. 

          क               क     क   क   , द              क        क  क  क        
              द   क           क                 

 Deployment, on the other hand, means a weapon has been paired with a delivery system — 
a missile, aircraft, or submarine — and positioned with operational military forces in a 
state of readiness. 

      ओ ,        (Deployment) क          क  क          क    क                —      
      ,      ,              — क                  औ        च      क          क      

       क                  क           
 Again, this does not mean the weapons are about to be used; it means they are configured 

for use if authorised. 

         क                  क         क              क               ;   क  क               क 

                         क    ए                    
 A de-mated weapon requires time to prepare and deploy; a mated weapon can, in principle, 

be launched more quickly. 
  -             क        क    औ        क                  ,    क              क            
   क                  क       क       

 What SIPRI has recorded when it classified 12 Indian warheads as being deployed is that a 
small — but no doubt significant — fraction of India‘s nuclear arsenal now is being 

maintained in a state of operational readiness. 

   SIPRI            12                क                   ,      क             क         
               क  एक     ,  क                               च      क        क           
               

 And SIPRI has linked this assessment to the maturation of India‘s nuclear triad, particularly 
its sea-based deterrent, suggesting that a small number of warheads may now be deployed 
aboard a nuclear ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) conducting occasional deterrence 
patrols. 

SIPRI        क   क                     (Nuclear Triad),               क      -       

           , क                                 क        ,    क             -               

    (Deterrence Patrols) क                                          (SSBN)             
 क       

 India‘s Arihant-class submarines have steadily strengthened the survivability of the 
country‟s second-strike capability, with additional platforms expected to further consolidate 
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this leg of the nuclear triad. 

                                        क                   क             क       क         
      क     , औ                                       क       क क  औ     क       क      

 SIPRI also noticed India‘s increasing reliance on canisterised Agni-series missiles. 

SIPRI                                                                  क            क       
 This means the missiles are kept ready with fuel in a sealed cylinder, from which they can 

be directly fired without further preparations. 

  क          क         क           एक                                             ,         
                         क               क       क       

 Canisterisation thus indicates a greater level of operational readiness. 

    क              (Canisterisation)   च      क        क    च     क    क            
 Overall, it seems India‘s long-envisioned deterrent posture is becoming increasingly 

operational across land and sea-based delivery systems — but not that the country is on a 
war footing. 

                            क      क      क         क                          -       

        -                             क   च      क               ,  क      क              
    क                          च         

NFU architecture 

NFU           

 Bearing in mind India‘s pursuit of a doctrine of credible minimum deterrence centred on 
assured retaliation, the maturation of its submarine-based deterrent does not depart from 
NFU but is a means of strengthening it. 

     क                                                            क                 ए, 

  क         -                   क              NFU      च          ,    क     औ     क 

     क    क            
 A doctrine that relies on retaliation requires forces capable of surviving an adversary‟s first 

strike. 

                  क              क    ए                 क                क           क  
                  क   

 On the other hand, a stealth submarine operating in the ocean cannot be found, tracked or 

destroyed in time. 

  क        ,              च                   क                    ,   क       क           
    क          क             

 This is a fundamental difference — and in fact, ballistic missile submarines provide the 
most secure second-strike capability available. 

                  , औ                                              क                   

                      क        
 With three operational SSBNs sufficient to keep at least one submerged and on patrol at all 

times, India has closed the central vulnerability any NFU doctrine faces. 

               SSBN      क  क    क -  -क  ए                               औ           

 क     ,               NFU         क              च    क क      क      क           
 Manpreet Sethi, distinguished fellow at the Centre for Aerospace Power and Strategic 

Studies, New Delhi, said, ―With the operationalisation of tri-SSBNs, it is not surprising 
that some of India‘s nuclear warheads now stand mated with delivery platforms. This in 
no way implies a doctrinal shift. Rather, it makes assured retaliation more credible and, 
hence, India more confident in its commitment to ‗No First Use‘.‖ 

    द                  ए             ए                  क                            क  , 
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―    SSBN                         द                                                         

                                                                                               
                                                    औ             ‗                 (No 

First Use)‘                     औ                     ‖ 

Wider warning 

              

 The organisation‟s 2026 Yearbook observed that states are ―increasingly relying on 
nuclear weapons as instruments of national power‖, signalling a reversal of decades of 
gradual progress in disarmament. 

      क  2026                  क           क     ―                                            
                                   ‖,               क            क            क      क      

     क    क       
 As of January this year, the world‟s nine nuclear-armed states collectively possessed an 

estimated 12,187 nuclear warheads. 

              क      क                         द    क            क            12,187 

                   क             
 China‘s arsenal has grown to approximately 620 and continues to expand at a pace 

unmatched by any other nuclear power. 

    क                   क       620         क     च        औ    क          क          

            क              क                     
 With China‘s arsenal now more than three times the size of Pakistan‘s estimated stockpile, 

and Beijing simultaneously expanding its sea-based nuclear deterrent, India‘s SSBN 
programme appears directed as much towards maintaining credible deterrence against 
China as towards preserving stability with Pakistan. 

च   क     क                             क                                        च क     औ  
                               -                          क         क        ,     ए      

   SSBN                  क                           ए      क            ,         
         क           क           ए      क                           

 Arms-control agreements have weakened or collapsed while competition in areas such as 
hypersonic delivery systems, artificial intelligence-enabled decision support, missile 
defence, and anti-submarine warfare continues to intensify. 

                        क         ए                  च क    ,    क                    
       ,                                   ,           ,            -                    
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30J6. Delayed honour 

              

 Operational secrecy during wars is a must, but there 
must be accountability. 

         द                                      ,                

    द                         ए  
 War is secretive and strategy may require deception. 

                            औ            क  -क                 
क      क       क       

 But that is no good explanation for the fact that the 
Narendra Modi Government took over a year before formally 
acknowledging that six soldiers had lost their lives in Operation 
Sindoor in 2025. 

 क              क    च       क            क    क        द        
   2025 क            द                क            क  औ च   क       

क       ए              क            
 Casualties can happen in any military operation and that 

is a key consideration in any military planning, and more 
importantly, the political decision to go to war or not. 

 क                                       औ      क                 
               क,      क         क    क         क       क  एक 

                       
 Not being transparent about losses, human and material, 

may serve the political interests of the ruling party, but not national 
interest. 

       औ            क                                 द  क  
       क      क        क   क     ,  क                  क             
    

 By trying to be clever and selective about facts, the 
Government undermined its own credibility and did a disservice to 
those who paid with their lives. 

     क  च       ढ            क    क       क क                
           क  क      क               क                 क   
                  क      च              

 Soon after the operation concluded in May 2025, the then 
Director General of Military Operations (DGMO), Lieutenant 
General Rajiv Ghai, paid tribute, during a press briefing on May 
11, 2025, to Indian military personnel who had made the supreme 
sacrifice, though their names were not disclosed. 

   2025                      क              क                   

                  (DGMO)                           11    2025 क                   क  
                         क           द   क    ए            ,         क             क      
 कए  ए  

 The cremations were done with full military honours. 

      क                               क       क        
 Tributes were simultaneously carried on the Indian Army‘s official social media platforms. 

                      क     क   क                                        क      कए  ए  
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 In the Lok Sabha on July 28, 2025, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said that ―no Indian 
soldiers were harmed‖ during Operation Sindoor. 

28       2025 क                                    क    क           द   क        ―       
                            ‖ 

 Following accusations that it has misled Parliament, the Government is now explaining that 
the Minister‘s remarks were made in the context of reports that Indian aircraft were shot 
down and were meant to clarify that no pilot was killed during the mission. 

   द क         क    क        क                       क              क      क           

       क                                  क          ए      क      क         औ    क         

        क        क        क         क         क                  
 The Government has also maintained that details relating to aircraft losses during the 

conflict remain operationally sensitive and refused to disclose them. 

               क       क       क                                                            

       द        औ      ए             क       क       क    
 There is a distinction to be made between operational secrecy and requirements of public 

accountability. 

                    औ         द      क      क  ओ  क    च            क        च   ए  
 War is a stark demonstration of the fact that it is the public that always pays for all actions of 

the Government. 

            क                क             क             क        क क            च क    
    

 


